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New Parking Authority Powers Disturb
Neighborhood Civic Groups

City Council is considering a bill to
transfer to the Parking Authority broad
powers over on-street parking now vested
in many city agencies, including the Po-
lice, Streets and Licenses and Inspections
Departments and the Traffic Courts. The
Authority would handle resident permits,
meters, signage, ticketing, booting and
collection functions.

Representatives of the Authority, includ-
ing Kenneth Garber, its Executive Direc-
tor, met with members of the Association’s
Board in mid-March to discuss the Author-
ity’s new role and specifically its proposals
for meter installations and expanding resi-
dent and permit parking (RPP). The Au-
thority has preliminarily advocated placing
meters on several blocks in Society Hill
having no commercial usages and also
plans to exclude those metered blocks
from RPP coverage, thereby effectively
eliminating them from use by residents.

Association Parking Chairman Tony
Schneider is working with the new Au-
thority planners for the area to identify new
blocks for RPP, but the Board remains
totally against any meters in Society Hill.
What the Authority’s final position will be

The Battle for A-4
Goes On

The Society Hill Sheraton, the hotel
slated to be built on the land bordered by
Dock, Walnut and Front Streets, has hit a
snag. A three-judge panel of the Common-
wealth Court has found in favor of Book-
binder's owner John Taxin, and has ruled
that Common Pleas Court Judge
Lawrence Prattis should have made Taxin
a party in a suit brought in 1979 by Ramon
Posel, owner of the Ritz Three and Ritz
Plaza complex. In his suit Posel challenged
the right of the Redevelopment Authority
(RDA) to sell a portion of the land in the
parcel known as A-4, to Taxin for con-
tinued use as a valet parking lot. Posel
cited an agreement he had with the city
stipulating that A-4’s zoning would not be
changed without his approval.

Parcel A-4 was designated as a hotel site

(Continued on page 7)

on meters is uncertain but Mr. Garber’s
statement at the meeting, that “changes
will not go into effect, if the community
doesn't want them,” presumably can be
taken at face value.

At the hearing on the bill on March 25,
1983, Association President Steve Miller
testified as to the Association’s concerns
that the Authority may not adequately
accommodate the residential parking
needs of the community, particularly in
view of its attitude on meters. Additionally,
several Center City civic groups, including
SHCA testified in favor of amending the
proposed Bill to require the Authority to
solicit community group input before
changing parking regulations, installing
meters or designating blocks for RPP. The
bill was amended in Committee to contain
such a provision.

The Authority also intends to establish a
Parking Policy Committee to consider
broad parking plans and policies. As
contemplated, city agencies, city council
and community groups would be repre-
sented on the Committee, although the
latter would curiously have no vote.

Civic Association
May Election

The Civic Association will elect its 1983-
84 officers and board members on
Wednesday, May 18th at 8 p.m. at the Old
Pine Community Center, in conjunction
with that evening’s regularly scheduled
general membership meeting.

Candidates for quadrant directors and
for officers of the Association will be asked
to be present beginning at 7:30 p.m,, so
that you may meet with them personally
before the voting begins.

The nominating committee includes
Board members Steve Miller, Rosalie
Thompson, Aaron Beyer, Diane Shecter
and Ron Abrams. Its purpose is to select
qualified neighbors for service on the
Board and present its slate of candidates
for election. Board members who have
seen three consecutive years on the Board
are not eligible for reelection. Mike Will-
mann, Aaron Beyer, Tony Schneider, Jim
Straw, Fred Edelstein and Bob Holtz are in
the above mentioned category and will be
replaced by new members to the Board.

Individuals who are residents of Society
Hill and members of the SHCA (a member-
ship form is in this issue) can be placed
directly on the ballot, as a matter of right,
by submitting a nominating petition con-
taining the signatures and addresses of 10
Association members prior to Tuesday,
May 10th at 5 p.m. Petitions and resumes
should be submitted to Nominating Com-
mittee Chairman Aaron Beyer, 632 Spruce
St., Philadelphia, PA 191086, on or before
that date.

The points of view expressed by the
officers and directors can, accordingly,
only reflect the feelings of the residents of
the neighborhood generally if the resi-
dents make it a point to actively concern
themselves with the issues which confront
the neighborhood and, further, make a
direct and pointed effort not only to let

(Continued on page 2)

632 Spruce Street.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Deadiine for submission of nominating
petitions is May 10th at 5 p.m., Aaron Beyer members Wednesday, May 18th, 8 p.m., at

Old Pine Community Center.

Election 1983-84 Officers and Board




GENERAL GEORGE A. McCALL SCHOOL UPDATE

At the Society Hill Civic Association
meeting of March 16th, there was a
discussion of persistent issues concerning
McCall School, 6th and Delancy. Issues
included trash collection, cleaning of trash
on the premises, and removal of graffiti.

The membership voted that trash con-
tinue to be placed on the 6th Street
sidewalk daily for pick-up.

Leonard Rovner, Principal of McCall
School, acknowledges accountability for
the appearance of the school premises,
including the sidewalks. There is a janitor
at the school whose responsibilities in-
clude keeping the premises clean. There
has been a pattern of cooperation from the
school for a short period of time after
complaints are voiced, then reversion to a
dirty school yard. If you believe the
appearance of the school grounds are not
satisfactory, telephone Leonard Rovner at
351-7350 and voice your complaint.

Graffiti on the school walis is a matter of
persistent annoyance to the immediate
neighbors. The graffiti ink has seeped into
the brick and must be removed profes-
sionally. The person accountable for con-
tracting to remove the graffiti is Dr. Edward
Kaplan, director of School Facilities. Dr.
Kaplan claims that funds for the purpose of
removing graffiti are not available. If you
strongly believe that the tax payers deserve
better and that the children deserve a
graffiti-free learning environment voice
your complaints to: Dr. Edward Kaplan,
Director of School Facilities, School Dis-
trict of Philadelphia, J.F.K. Center, 734
Schuylkill Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19146
with a copy to Constance E. Clayton,
Supertendent of Schools, 21st and the
Parkway, Philadelphia, PA.

Those residents interested in serving on
the SHCA McCall School Committee,
contact Ronald B. Abrams, S.H.C.A., Box
3, Philadelphia, PA 19105.

SATURDAY FOR SENIORS CELEBRATES

Saturday, April 30, marks the fifth anni-
versary of Saturday for Seniors, a food and
fellowship program sponsored by Oid Pine
Church at the Old Pine Community Center,
4th and Lombard.

The program began to supplement the
weekday nutrition programs at such pub-
licly funded centers as The Coffee Cup
and The Philadelphia Center for Older
People. Hundreds of older people depend
on such centers for both food and com-
panionship and, in many cases, must go
without both while the centers are closed
for the weekends.

In 1978, just 17 people were in the group
that was scheduled for 20 meetings during
this year. In '83, two groups with a total
enroliment of nearly one hundred and fifty
will meet for a total of 43 Saturdays. And
there is a waiting list. A third group now
meets at Christ's Church in the lItalian

Market (10th and Kimball) and The Center
for Older People has begun its own
Saturday lunch program.

The only requirement for membership is
that the applicant be at least 60 years old.
The program is non-denominational and
there is no charge for the meal.

Saturday for Seniors is staffed by vol-
unteers who shop, cook, serve, and clean
up. Whatever the menu, including an
occasional stroganoff or lasagna dish, the
volunteer cooks are proud of their work
and the old folks love it.

Financial support for the program has
come from foundations, corporations, and
churches and synagogues in the city and
in the suburbs.

If you would like to volunteer for Satur-
day for Seniors or want more information,
call Liz Ostrander at 922-6179.

“A Landmark in a Landmark.”

Pierce & Schurr

PRIME MEATS IN THE

Re

ading Terminal

Pamper yourself. Free Home delivery. 925-4445

Come on Board

The Society Hill Civic Association is in
the process of institutinga “Block Captain”
system. By establishing a broader grass
roots organization, it is hoped that neigh-
bors will have an efficient means of
informing Board members of their issues
and concerns. It will also serve the purpose
of assisting residents in meeting their
neighbors, welcoming new residents to
the neighborhood, disseminating informa-
tion to residents, and improving the Asso-
ciation’s effectiveness in zoning, trash,
security, and parking problems.

This will provide an opportunity for
many who have wanted to get involved in
the community, but have only limited time
to give; and also for those who suffer from
civic burn-out from past activities, but
would still like to make some contribution.

If you desire to serve your neighborhood
and yourself and want more information,
contact Ronald Abrams in the S.W. Quad-
rant (0-735-2714), David Stevens in the
S.E. Quadrant (H-WA 3-1349), Rosalie
Thompson in the N.E. Quadrant (0-448-
5126), and Aaron Beyer in the N.W.
Quadrant (0-665-5500), or write to the
Society Hill Civic Association, Box 3,
Philadelphia, PA 19105.

ELECTIONS

(Continued from page 1)

board members know how they feet about
issues of concern but also to work with
those board members to see that their
points of view are actively considered and
acted upon.
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Here is a diagram showing how the
neighborhood is divided into quadrants. If
you aren’t sure which quadrant you reside
in, ask any SHCA board member.

NOTE: Residences on the south side of
Spruce St. are in the NE and NW Quad-
rants, respectively.

The Civic Association is only able to
reflect the concerns of its members and to
deal effectively with those concerns to the
extent that the residents of the neighbor-
hood are willing to participate in the work
of the Association.

Send in your petition and resume by
May 10, 1983.
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Garfield G. Duncan Building
Suite 505

Pennsylvania Hospital

700 Spruce Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106

627-6400

STEVEN W. SEITCHIK, D.M.D.
GENERAL AND PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY

COMPREHENSIVE FAMILY DENTISTRY
WHICH INCLUDES:

Restorative Dentistry
Cosmetic Bonding
Bleaching of Stained Teeth
Nitrous Oxide

Hours by Appointment

LETTERS ...

(The Resident Newsletter invites its readers to respond to
material it has published, or to events it has missed. If you'd like
to make a suggestion, vent your wrath or even recall an
interesting incident about the neighborhood, put it on paper—50
to 500 words—and mail it to us at Box #3, Philadelphia, PA
19105. We can only publish letters that have been signed; names
will be withheld on request.)

Dear Editor: :

You may have wondered why the traffic direction in the 300
block of Delancey St. was changed to go east-to-west. A local
survey showed that a great volume of traffic—up to 90 cars per
hour— was shortcutting from 4th St. to avoid the Pine St. lights.
A majority of the neighbors living near Delancey Park felt that
such heavy vehicular use was dangerous to the young children
who play there. Reversing the direction has reduced the traffic
on both Delancey and Cypress considerably—a result endorsed
by the parents and play school groups who use the park. We
regret any inconvenience which may have been caused by the
direction change, but believe that the safety of ourchildrenis the
most important consideration.

Andrew H. Helm,
Berthe von Moschzisker,
Ellen and David T. Miller

Dear Editor of the SHCA Resident Newsletter:

We are in receipt of the special edition dated November
1982, in which you outline various issues involving highway
ramps. parking spaces, traffic divider lines, and South Street
vehicular traffic.

It is unfortunate that this special edition is nothing more
than a forum for complaining and criticizing. It would be far
more appropriate for the Newsletter to focus on more pressing
“people needs” that are in evidence in the community. For
example, individuals who have no gainful employment, or
individuals who suffer from lack of nourishment, or individuals
who are unable to care for themselves this winter should be the
real issues addressed by SHCA. If the residents of Society Hill
expended as much energy addressing the people needs of the
community as they do on the trivial issues raised in the
November Newsletter, we would be a long way toward having a
happier, healthier, and more harmonious community.

In short, why not suggest that the members of the Society
Hill Civic Association get involved in people issues, not parking,
ramp, and traffic issues which have done more to alienate our
neighborhood lifestyle than to bring it together. Society Hill is a
great place to live, but your Newsletter's idea of the very
important issues is out of perspective with the real needs of the
people with whom we live and work every day. We are satisfied
with all of the traffic, parking, and other vehicular nuisances; we
suggest that you address more meaningful issues that have
greater benefit to the community.

Chas. Kurz,l|

Dear Mr. Miller:

| have recently been made very aware of the changes
occurring in the Society Hill neighborhood. While 1 am not a total
purist on maintaining the character of the neighborhood as it
was contemplated several years ago, | do think it important that
the neighborhood retain its residential character that favors up-
scale living.

Any city of Philadelphia’s size requires one or two intown
districts of this sort. In Philadelphia, Society Hill had been one of
those districts and should remain so. The tendency to encour-
age successive commercialization will inevitably lead to the
deterioration of the neighborhood. Some of that is already
evident in the number of homes that are for sale and in the
increasing encroachment of commercial establishments in what
had been residential blocks.



LETTERS ...

It is certainly not in the City’s interest to have Society Hill
return gradually to its status before the restoration of the district

Travel Anytime

occurred. The City cannot afford that nor can its reputation.

| urge you to do whatever needs to be done to preserve the 2’4 HO“I’S A Day
residential character of Society Hill. While | have not been active
in these causes in the past, [ certainly intend to become so, along 7 Days A WQek
with many of my neighbors, if the deterioration continues. We
are, after all, major investors in the district and by thatI mean the 365 Days A Year
residents as well as the City, and can ill-afford to allow the
degeneration to continue without some very strong protest.

| count on your cooperation. s

Andrew M. Rouse Multi-Access
[ ] L]

Dear Mr. Miller Reservation Service

Great vision and leadership were demonstrated in the
sixties in revitalizing Society Hill. It took persistence and
patience to build up the residential character of the neighbor-

hood and to establish discreet shopping for the convenience of Call
residents.

With Philadelphia’s new emphasis on tourism, there has 925 2123
been a gradual but distinct change in approach. More bars and -
more restaurants do not a neighborhood make. We have tacky
shops with tacky merchandise supposed to appeal to tourists.

The residents of Society Hill have a real investment in our TMWL

homes—yet without our being consulted, the tenor of the

neighborhood is changing from residential to commercial.

| beg of you to consider what is happening. Slowly but NYMERE
surely as the character of the neighborhood changes, there will
be a shift in the type of occupants from single home owners to SOCIETY HILL TOWERS MALL
apartment dwellers. PHlLADELleA. PA. 19106

This will not improve your tax base. Houses not owner-

ied tend to deteri . 9
OCCUI?:‘S treert‘urr:otoei?\[%lotr:rfl(iaghtened leadership of the sixties. WE RE N EVER CLOSED

Instead of commercializing the area let's preserve its residential
character and quiet charm. This is what appeals to tourists—not
exposure to a plethora of shops.

Elizabeth S. Cummin

JOIN US

Society Hill Civic Association

P.O.Box 3

Philadelphia, PA 19105

attention: Milton S. Schneider, Treasurer

Please renew my (our) membership in the Association.

Name
Address
Phone
Check one:
1person$6: 2 persons same address $10

| request a waiver of dues.

Add $1 per member for your numbered SHCA parking sticker, include a self-
addressed stamped envelope; $5 more for each additional sticker.




DOGS, Dogs, Dogs, Dogs,
Dogs, Dogs, Dogs, Dogs.

It's a subject that Heloise, Mary Ellen and
all of the other helpful hinters just won't
touch.

What is it? Well, it's a simple four-letter
word that has nof been immortalized in
sculpture by Robert Indiana.

It is, in fact, a word that comes readily to
mind (or to mouth) as one picks one's way
along the sidewalks of Society Hill. The
neighborhood has gone to the dogs.

Generally disregarded and virtually un-
enforceable, Philadelphia’s dog clean-up
law has had little effect on the quality of life
down by the Delaware. Man’s best friend
does not necessarily endear himself to the
rest of the neighborhood when his owner
walks away from an obligation left under
the tree, in the pansies or on the walkway.

Your friendly newsletter won't go into
the many reasons why people don’t or
won't pick up after their pooches. But in
the interest of neighborhood improvement,

it will suggest an easy way to cope with the
shituation.

First of all, forget the long-handled
pooper scoopers that are awkward and
embarrassing to lug around. Chances are
you'll never have it with you when you
need it. Or rather, when your dog decides
you'll need it.

Buy, instead, a batch of plastic bags—
preferably “scrap bags” in a discreetly
opaque shade of beige. (One dog owner
aptly describes them as “get 'em while
they're hot” bags.)

The pick-up technique is easy to mas-
ter—even for old dog owners who have
trouble learning new tricks. First, turn the
bag inside out and put it on your hand as
you would a mitten. Second, use your
bagged hand to pick up the litter. Third,
turn the bag right-side out and tie the top to
secure. It's a cinch.

Try it. Your neighbors will like it. And
they'll like you and Toto better, too.

TO SERVE YOU BETTER. ..

We have added a day ...

Society“Hill

N
BESN and extended our hours. . .

“Beverage

HELP CLEAN UP
SOCIETY HILL—
IT'S YOURS!

This year the Society Hill Civic Associa-
tion Spring Clean Up has been expanded
to a week-long effort to rebeautify our
sidewalks, streets and homes. Beginning
on Friday, April 29th there will be trash
pickup until noon. Bulk trash can be put
out on your regularly scheduled trash day,
however, we suggest that you notify in
advance Mr. Len Qualitiere 686-5449
between 4 and 5 p.m. on weekdays. Our
vernal cleanup will culminate on Saturday,
May 7th at 9 a.m. with colorful clowns
prancing through the neighborhood to the
sounds of Dixieland Music courtesy of the
Tootsie Pops on a Fairmount Park trolley
car. City officials and sanitation vehicles
will be out in force on May 7th to cheer on
our efforts. Appropriate awards will be
given to the cleanest and dirtiest blocks in
our historic neighborhood. Central Penn
Bank at Head House will again offer
awards for the school poster contest and
balloon race.

We expect an enormous neighborhood
turnout for a productively fun-filled day to
take pride in a clean city and the beginning
of an all-year-round effort to KEEP SOCI-
ETY HILL CLEAN!

Going on Two

Town Watch
to Celebrate

For its first birthday in June, Town Watch
is planning a walk through Society Hill to
alert the residents to its activities and invite
new members to join with its participants.
The walk will end at Head House Square
with a featured speaker. Please call—629-
1323—with ideas and for more information.

BEGINNING MONDAY OCTOBER 4, 1982

Society“Hill “Beverage  will be open:
stephen d. cohen, d.d.s.

steven a. graubard, d.d.s.

MONDAY THRU SATURDAY

lafaverte building

437 chestinut sireet
philadelphia. pa. 19106
215/925-6251

9 am. -7 p.m.

333 BAINBRIDGE, PHILA. PA. 19147 ¢ 6274106

drs. cohen and graubuard
dentistry for children. p.c.




A-4 Battle

(Continued from page 1)

in the earliest renewal plans for Society
Hill. In 1978 Taxin and developer Alex-
ander Wolfington proposed that the still
undeveloped land be rezoned to allow
construction of a 40-unit housing complex
as well as a parking lot for Bookbinder's.
This plan had the backing of the Society
Hill Civic Association and an agreement of
sale was approved in a 1978 resolution by
City Council. Then came the Posel suit,
and Judge Prattis’ decision that the zoning
should remain commercial.

Anticipating that Judge Prattis' ruling
would stand, the Philadelphia Industrial
Development Corporation (PIDC) under-
took in 1980 to market the parcel, and in
January of this year Rouse & Associates
and Sheraton were chosen as developers.
PIDC had offered its help in obtaining an
Urban Development Action Grant for the
developer. PIDC reports that paperwork
on the grant application is going forward,
despite the Commonwealth Court ruling.
Back in Common Pleas Court, Judge
Prattis has asked the various litigating
parties to get together and work out a
compromise.

News from the Town Watchers

In March, Town Watch received reports
of two car burglaries in the area. In one
case, the car keys were pick-pocketed
from the owner. The police have been
informed of these incidents and residents
reported that the police were responsive
and helpful. Please report crimes to the
Society Hill Town Watch, 629-1323.

* * *

Cathy Lipkin and her friends were in-
strumental in aiding a crime victim recently
when they helped a woman who was being
assaulted while other residents passed her
by, ignoring her pleas. Cathy gave this
account of the situation: “I felt angry that
with all the people who witnessed this
assault, no one came to the aid of the
woman or even called the police.” The
police were finally called and the situation
resolved.

After her sixth appearance in courn,
Dorothy Baker finally had a hearing and
saw her attacker convicted. Ms. Baker, a
senior citizen, was mugged twice in a
three-month period on her way home from
work in the early evening. In the first
instance, the mugger was caught in the act
and was apprehended. While Ms. Baker
awaited his hearing, she was mugged

again, suffering a broken bone from this
more serious attack.

* * *

During the March Pledge Drive at WHYY
volunteers from the Society Hill Town
Watch took over the phone banks for one
session. At break times, the busy pledge
takers were supplied with refreshments by
Tia's, Tavern on the Square, Taub's, John
Paul & Sons, H.T. McDougall’s, Once
Upon a Porch, Dicken’s Inn, La Scala’s
Copper Penny, Super Fresh, and Starr
Recording Studios.

Those who volunteered were:

Ursula Graham Lee Smotkin
Leatrice Abraham Hai Libros
Phytllis Abrams Nettie Shubert
Russell Hicks Terry Dolinar
Loren LaViolette Rikki Saunders
Charles Bangert Cathy Lipkin
Peggy Gehr David Brown

Alison Osinski

Off. Wiley Redding
David Andersen
Sarah Woodnutt
Ken Cundy

Ralph Gehr
Charlotte Shuman
Joan Cramer
Maryann Berger

Anne Propper
Robert Berger

Alfie Cavalero

Beth Goldman
Helen Friedman
Kyoshi McComb
Selma Flood

Ed David Wohimuth
Gary Graham

Elsie Cundy Ruth Libros
John Schellenberger Marsha Bacal
David Starobin Dee Gaines

Lu Bangert Eleanor DeVore
Jo Seibert Al Meinster
Russ Smith Rita Merkin

Suzanne Shuman

PHILADELPHIA isinRENAISSANCE — AGAIN!

HELMSLEY-GREENFIELD, INC. is Leading the Way Back to Center City!

Center City Properties
SOLD & UNDER AGREEMENT
1ST THREE MONTHS—1883:

SOLD

#701, 250 S. 18th St.
#3102, Hopkinson House
#2110, The Dorchester
#3116, TheDorchester
562-4 Judson Street
564% Judson Street
2333 Pennsylvania Ave.
114-16 Pine Street

103 Pine Street

1016 Clinton Street
2039 Delancey Place
2124 Spring Street
#10A, 1830 Ritt. Sq.
#2105-6-7, Ritt. Savoy
316 Willings Alley

248 Philip Place

TOTAL—$3,842,000.00

We have the Most Exciting HOUSE for SPRING '83!

SOCIETY HILL:

115 LOMBARD STREET—NEW LISTING!
DOUBLE EXECUTIVE
TOWNHOUSE w/ Dramatic §
Level Living incl. 2 story
greenhouse — A LIVING
ROOF DECK w/ KITCHEN &
Riverview. IDEAL for
ENTERTAINING. 2 Car
Deeded Pkg. w/Privt, Entry.
639 PINE STREET—NEW LISTING!
STRIKING ARCHITECTURE. A
CHALET in the City! Sculpture
Gdn Entry; 3 story SKYLITE
Dramatic Liv. f/p Wall & Mezz
Den; Din; Mod Kit; 4 Bd/2'2
Bth; Office/ Fam Rm; TRIPLE
ROOF DECK! Pkg poss.

503 ADDISON COURT—NEW LISTING
Townhouse in quiet Court. 2
story Liv. f/p; Full Din; ULTRA
Kit; 3 Bd/2"2 Bth; LOVELY Big
Garden +GARAGE/2 Car Pkg.
304 PHILIP STREET—NEW LISTING!
A DeRoi MARK HISTORIC
RESTORATION on
Cobblestone Mews St.
w/Beam Ceil. Dbl Liv Rm f/p;
Fab. Mod Kit; Din f/p; ATRIUM
window; 2-3 Bds/ 2'2 Bths;
Grotto Gdn; LOADED WITH
CHARM & ORIGINALITY!

254 PHILIP PLACE—NEW LISTING!
KNOCKOUT 4 Bd/4 Bth; 2
Ginori PR's; STUNNING Fam
Rm w/ ceramic Istand/Bar;
Teak Floored Din Rm; Liv Rm
fip; Den & White Oak Pan.
KITCHEN w/ EVERYTHING!
PLUS Walled Garden & Pkg!

BEST OF PHILA.

267ST. JOSEPH'S WAY
GRACIOUS 40 ft. L-Shaped
|.M. PEi House wilog brng
fip's in 2 story Liv Rm & Lib;
Frml Din; Eat-in Kit; 2 Master
Bds/ 2 Bths; 2 PR’s Walled
Gdn & Deeded Pkg.

626 PINE STREET

‘*‘HOUSE BEAUTIFUL"
Colonial w/Mod Eat-in Kit;
Fam Rm fip, Liv Rm {/p;
Atrium Din Rm; Master Bed
Suite f/p + 3 Bds/ 22 Bths.
WASHINGTON
SQUARE:

BONAPARTE COURT

4 ELEGANT FRENCH TOWN-
HOUSES are UP & completing
construction 32 ft. wide w{
3000 sq. ft. Living Space;
Soaring 45 ft. high Inner
ATRIUM; Dramatic Liv Rm
w/Majestic {/p; Din Rm; Den;
ULTRA Kitchen; 3 Bds/2%
Bths w/Jacuzzi; Pvt. Gdn &
Pk

g.

UPTOWN:

2118 LOCUST STREET (Cor. Van Pelt)
4500 sq. 1t. (approx.)

8 Elegant Law Office + Hand-
some Living Quarters; 3 wkg
fip's; Beautiful Renovation in
Mint Cond. 2 blocks from
Rittenhouse Square.

2043 & 2043A RITTENHOUSE SQUARE

DUPLEX PLUS Smashing 1
Bed APT. w/ ATRIUM Garden;
Office & Deck. Shangri-la in
City!

2223 GREEN STREET

FAMOUS 1880 Fleisher
Mansion (Willis Hale Orig.)
Ornamental Tile Facade;
Handcarved Stairway 12 ft
Ceilings; large Gdn; Fab. 3
Bed Owner's Duplex w/3f/p’s
in Drawing Rm; Frml Din Rm;
Lib. PLUS 2 Rental Units.

1708 DELANCEY PLACE
SOPHISTICATED Pied a Terre
w! Elevator; Mirrored Din Rm
opening to Garden; 2nd Floor
Draw Rm; 3 Bds/2 Bths.
CONDOMINIUMS:

#1105, THE DORCHESTER
GLAMOROUS DESIGNER
FRONT TERR. APT. 2-3 Beds;
Elegantly Finished for EXEC.

LIFE.

#1aK, THE ACADEMY HOUSE

1700 sq. ft. 3 Bds/2'2 Bths;
Liv; Din; Eat-in Kit;
Wraparound Terrace & Wall to
Wall Carpeting.

#10F, 220 W. RITTENHOUSE SQUARE
1100 sq. ft. Larger 1 Bed Apt.
on Square w/Full Kitchen.
#3B, 210 LOCUST STREET
SOCIETY HILL TOWERS

1440 sq. ft. PANORAMIC
RIVERVIEW CONDO 3 Bds/2
Bths; UP Kit, washer/ dryer.
Exec. Move.

We look forward to serving YOUR Real Estate Needs in 1983.

BARBARA GREENFIELD. CH. RESIDENTIAL DIVISION (Ext. )
VIRGINIA BALTZELL, Sales Associate (Ext. 23

Helmsley-Greenfield, Inc. 569-8200
36th Floor, Centre Square W.

1500 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102

Helmsley-
Greenficld, Inc.

REALTORS




Summer Camp
at Old Pine

From July 11 through August 19, Sum-
mercity Day Camp, an Old Pine Com-
munity Center program directed by llene
Silk, will provide fun and learning experi-
ences for children from age three to those
entering fifth grade in the fall.

The Camp this year will be divided into
the regular Day Camp (9-3) and a Play
Camp. The Play Camp will offer a less-
structured, half-day program for three and
four year olds. Children may be enrolled in
Play Camp for either three or six weeks.
Children entering kindergarten in Sep-
tember may enroll in either the Day Camp
or the Play Camp.

For children enrolled in the Day Camp,
coverage is provided for working parents
through an extended day (8-5:30) and both
pre- and post-camp weeks.

The Old Pine Community Center is
located at 401 Lombard St. More informa-
tion and registration forms may be ob-
tained by either coming to the Center or
calling 627-2493 between the hours of 9
and 4:30. Some financial aid is available.

SUPPORT OUR
SUPPORTERS

Revenue from advertising in this and
other issues of The Resident Newsletter
makes it possible for the Society Hill Civic
Association to publish the paper. We urge
our readers to patronize our advertisers
and to mention to them that you appreciate
their support.

Studying the Traffic
as the Cars Whiz By

Isn't it time to hear the results of all those
traffic studies the experts have been mak-
ing on our behalf? There has so far been
no reaction to SHCA’s somewhat unflatter-
ing assessment of the preliminary recom-
mendations of the Society Hill/Queen
Village Transportation Management Study
(TMS). A spokesperson for the TMS tells
us they are collecting all the comments
and information so that TMS can finalize
their recommendations.

The Delta Group, which has been study-
ing 1-95 access, is in the process of
producing a summary report of its findings
which will be used in preparing an Envi-
ronmental Impact Study, required by law
before any construction can be under-
taken. Jack Smythe, who heads the Delta
Group, expects to be able to present its
findings in a series of community meetings
before the first of May. They are also
preparing a newsletter to be sent to all
residents of affected neighborhoods. A
public hearing will be scheduled before the
Environmental Impact Study is adopted.

(Photo by Nancy Frenze)

THIS UNFORTUNATE CORNER at Headhouse has SIX newspaper boxes and two post boxes on It.

We're all for freedom of speech but . . .

Put a little spring in your step...
eat at Saladalley.

The fresh alternative
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1720 SANSOM ST. =
(564-0767)
SUBURBAN SQUARE, ARDMORE
(642-0602)

THE BOURSE, AT INDEPENDENCE MALL «
(627-2406) (349-7644)
WILLOW GROVE PARK

(659-1565)

4040 LOCUST ST.




Around the Neighborhood

THE REBECCA GRATZ CLUB

Where have all the young girls gone?
The Rebecca Gratz Club which has been
located at the corner of 6th and Spruce Sts.
since the 1920’s and devoted its philan-
thropic concern to alleviating the emo-
tional problems of young women has
moved its main activities to Conshohocken
Ave. in Wynnefield. The Spruce St. pro-
perty is still used for meetings.

Rebecca Gratz, for whom the Club is
named, was the daughter of a Philadelphia
merchant. Rebecca was born in 1781, the
seventh of 12 children. Educated at home,
she early on developed a strong sense of
responsibility and in 1801 was one of a
group of “prominent ladies (who) banded
together into the Female Association for
the Relief of Women and Children in
Reduced Circumstances.”

She became the model for a group of
philanthropic Jewish women in Philadel-
phia in the early 1900s who gave her hame
to a home first for immigrant girls who
needed a place to live and later for working
girls living away from home too poorly
paid to afford the rent of a rooming house.
That home was established first on North
6th St. in 1904 and moved to 532 Spruce
St., in 1920. It was formally named The
Rebecca Gratz Club in 1915.

REBECCA GRATZ painted by Thomas Sully
(1783-1872)
Photo courtesy of Jewish Archives.

According to Kathryn Kelly, acting exe-
cutive director, the '40s brought many
young women into Philadelphia looking
for work in defense plants. In the 1950s, the
Club began to concern itself with the
emotional problems of some of these
young women and hired professional
people (social workers and psychologists)
to work with the residents.

(Photo by Nancy Frenze)

The Jewish Archives, at 625 Walnut St.
stores the old minute books of the Club’s
board meetings beginning in 1909. In one
hand-written account | learned about “one
girl having been takein in as a resident for
the sum of $2 per week—as she is only
earning $3 per week.” | also learned that
the Club became an agency of the Jewish
Federation of Charities in 1919 with an
annual allowance of $4000.

A recent Guidebook to Jewish Philadel-
phia contains this description of the house
at 532 Spruce St.. “The Rebecca Gratz
Club which had been formed in 1904 in
another part of the city, rededicated the
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building in 1928 (the property had once
been the private residence of Mr. and Mrs.
Samuel Snellenburg and later was used as
a lying-in hospital) to accommodate a
residence for immigrant working girls. In
1940 the concept was expanded to include
young women living on small salaries or
working away from home. In 1958, the
Club adopted the present program of ‘half-
way house.’” It is both non-sectarian and
interracial.

Contemporary biographers would
look down their noses at Rollin G.
Osterweis’ book Rebecca Gratz—a
Study in Charm, published in 1935.
His account of her—and Sir Walter
Scott’'s depiction of her as the
Rebecca in Ivanhoe—represent her
as the epitome of goodness, gra-
ciousness, beauty and philanthropy.

PAUL HERTEL & CO., INC.

Established 1908

Tnsurancs

HOMEOWNERS
PROFESSIONAL
CONDOMINIUMS
MANUFACTURERS

N.E. Cor. 3rd & Chestnut Sts.
Philadelphia, PA 19106

' Telephone: WA 5-7656 ‘

It was easy to dig out information about
Rebecca Gratz (her biography can be
found at the Library Company) and the
history of the Club. It was not easy to learn
what will become of the property on
Spruce St. now that most of its activities
have moved away. Dr. Ermest Kahn, asso-
ciate executive director of the Federation
of Jewish Agencies, after confirming the
fact that some of the buildings on Spruce
St. belong to the Club and that there has
been no decision on the disposition of the
property, referred me to Dr. Abraham Wolf,
vice president of the board of the Club. Dr.
Wolf would only say that “there is no
change in the status of the ownership or
the disposing of the Club.”

—Fran Israel




Flowers for Sale at Hill-Physick-Keith House

Prepare for spring planting and Mother's
Day at the wonderful HPK House annual
plant sale held this year May 7 and 8. The
HPK Garden Committee’s pretty hardy
and reasonable flowers include greenery,
herbs, hanging baskets and bedding
plants as well as all kinds of planting aids
such as potting soil, fertilizer, pots, etc.
There will be plants suitable for many
different kinds of gardens—north, south,
east, west exposures, rooftop, terrace,
patio, miniature, windowsill, terrariums—
something for everyone. Hours are Satur-
day, May 7 from 10 to 6 and Sunday, May 8
10 to 6 rain or shine. Sale will be in the
garden at the rear of the house at 321
South 4th in the heart of Society Hill. All
proceeds go to help the Hill-Physick-Keith
House, one of the Landmark Houses in
Philadelphia. Come pretty your garden
and help the house too. For more informa-
tion please call, 925-7866.

(Photo by Nancy Frenze)

IIU PLUMER WITH 3 CENTER CITY OFFICES
0

LEVIT . IS PROUD OF ITS SUCCESS IN

SELLING AND RENTING
FINE SOCIETY HILL AND
CENTER CITY HOMES

EACH OF ITS 40 SALES ASSOCIATES OFFERS
YOU THE PERSONAL ATTENTION SO NECESSARY FOR YOUR
REAL ESTATE REQUIREMENTS—CALL TODAY

ji PLUMER
!L.H_U LEVIT 0

CENTER CITY OFFICE SOCIETY HILL - RITTENHOUSE SQ.
1215 WALNUT ST. QUEEN VILLAGE OFFICE OFFICE
PHILADELPHIA, PA 18107 226 SOUTH ST. 2025 WALNUT ST.

215 922-4200 PHILADELPHIA, PA 19147 215 563-2025

215 925-2595
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Volunteers Needed

Thomas Jefferson University Hospital,
located at 11th and Chestnut, offers a
variety of health-related volunteer oppor-
tunities. For those people who wish to have
direct patient contact, there are positions
in patient care, admissions, visiting and
education. Non-patient areas also provide
a wealth of experiences. Placements are
available in the Gift Shop, Information
Desk, and secretarial support in many
hospital departments. At the time of the
interview, personal preference, hours, and
expectations are discussed. For additional
information you can contact Linda Day
Sauerwein at 928-6222.

Newspapers, magazines, fiction and
non-fiction books are read to more than
4,000 blind and physically handicapped
listeners over a special radio frequency
called Radio Information Center for the
Blind (RICB). About half the reading is
done “live” over a subcarrier of WUHY-FM,
and the rest are placed on tape for use in a
day or so. Volunteers have considerable
freedom in selecting the time and the
hours they wish to be at the station. RICB
operates every day of the year from 10a.m.
to 11 p.m. except Sundays when air time is
1 p.m. to 11 p.m. Anyone interested in
volunteering at RICB, 919 Walnut Street,
call 922-5450.

Staft for this issue—Ruth Dugan, Nancy Frenze
and Peggy Robb.

Contributors to this issue—Ron Abrams, Jo Ann
Buller, Hilary LaViolette, Miki Mahoney, Elien
Miller, Peg Noyes, Liz Ostrander, Arthur Miller,
Stephen Miller and Rosalie Thompson.
Business Statf—Laurette Schernecke and Keith
Straw.

Deadline for articles {typed, double spaced with
wide margins, please) and ads for the nextissueis
August 1st. Articles may be delivered to staff
members or mailed to The Resident Newsletter,
Box #3, Philadelphia, PA 19105. For advertising
rates and information, please address Laurette
Schernecke at The Resident Newsletter, Box #3,
Philadelphia, PA 19105.

| DARTS & LAURELS |

Laurel—to the Farm journal for responding to neighbors’ request to secure their Manning
Street gate and re-organize their daily trash pickup.

Laurel—to the Super Fresh folks for their generous donation of six pounds of freshly ground
coffee for the Annual Boy Scout dinner.

Dart—to the well-bred people who use the lawn surrounding Carpenter’s Hall as an outdoor
potty for their dogs. Remember—in the city you should CURB your dog.

Laurel—to City Hall's Street Department for re-implanting the street lamps at 7th and
Delancey and Pine near 3rd.

Dart—to City Hall’s Streets Department for continuing to ignore the mountains and vaileys
in the intersection of the streets at 6th and Pine. These cause many a near miss between the
rushing cars as well as shaking in the nearby houses-old and new.

Laurel—to the neighbors who graciously deliver the Civic Association flyers.

Laurel—to Lauralou Bates of Lawrence Court for her barbingers of spring flowers around
her tree and front door.

(Photo by Nancy Frenze)

SOUTH TOWER, INDEPENDENCE PLACE—Retail stores, such as Bagel Works and
Nautilus still use south side emergency exits and alley for purposes disallowed by the
neighborhood agreement with the developer. Other violations of the agreement persist.

928+1196

3
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126 LOMBARD STREET
PHILADELPHIA 19147

11



CITY TAVERN

Eighteenth Century Dining
in the Grand Tradition.

e Open Fireplaces
e Harpsichord
e Candlelight

Midday and Evening Fare

Private dining rooms avaliable

Reservations SECOND STREET AT WALNUT

923-6059 PHILADELPHIA, PA

One of the most innovative
concepts in total Personal
Financial Counseling

is just a phone call away!

Imagine a personal financial consultant organization
which helps you.understand everything you need
to manage your own financial life. Organizing.
Implementing. Making the most of what you have.

Our full service group will assist you to become a
more effective manager of your assets through
intelligent investment strategies.

To learn more about how our personal financial
advisors can help you

Call (215) 988-0277
Richard P. Kahn/Financial Advisor
Joy C. Lindy/Public Relations Director

DAYTON, KAHN, HEPPE, HANCOCK & CO.

More than a century of E)rudent investment experience
Members of the Philadelphia Stock Exchange
Member S.I.P.C.

1905 ARCHITECTS BUILDING, PHILA., PA 19103
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