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NOTES
from SHCA
President

By Dick Ostrander

These notes are being written well
in advance of our paper’s deadline
because Lizand 1 are off to a much-
needed vacation week. What fol-
lows, therefore, may not be timely,
although I have made sure to in-

clgg some very impor-
; coming events. -~
5tiCA Membership

Drive
Have you sent in your
membership renewal for
19937 If not, you will
probably be called by
Membership Chair. Miffv
Coonley, who is arrang-
ing a phone follow-up drive on
“March 8th for folks wha have not
yet rejoined our neighborhood as-
sociation. We hope to reduce the
number of calls by asking that you
send in your membershlp check
ASAP!
We do need volunteers to make
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this membership drive successful.
If you would be willing to share a
pizza with us and help make some
of these calls on the evening of
Monday, March 8th, from 6:30 to
8:30 pm, please call the SHCA
office (629-1288) as soon as pos-
sible and leave your name and
number. We'll get back to you with
the specifics.
General Membership Meet-
ing at the Society Hill Sheraton
Tuesday, March 16th promises
to be an interesting meeting.
Hosted by the Society Hill Shera-
ton, we will congregate at the ho-
tel from 7:15 to 7:45 over coffee
and sweets. Name tags will be dis-
tributed to all—so that you can
meetand greetneighbors
while you schmooze with
our new legislative reps
" Robert Borski and Curtis
Thomas (assuming that
their schedules permit
them to attend).
Onthe evemngs

agenda is good news "

.about the transformation
of NewMarket into a performing
arts-center. Gloria Levin, one of
the developers, will give a presen-
tation, and she hopes to bring her,
partner Mike diPaolo and Valley
Forge Music Fair exec Shelly Gross
to join the presentation and an-
swer your questions. Please note
the special date: Tuesday, March
16th at 7:15 pm. I'll be looking for
you! -

Clean-Up Day Planned for
May 1st

Saturday, May 1st has been des-
ignated as Clean-Up Day for Soci-
ety Hill. Coordinators Mary Stur-
divant, Liz Ostrander and Howard
Lander are looking for volunteer
helpers and are hoping that the
entire community will join in this
spring celebration of our neigh-

borhood. Plans include participa-

tion of ourlocal schoolsina Clean-
Up Art Show—with prizes, of
course. in different catesarios: mua

be presented at historic Head
House at 1 o'clock in the after-
noon. ‘

Arrangements are being made
with police for special parking
plans for the day so that both sides
of our main streets and sidewalks
will be power swept! Sidewalk
power washing equipment is also
being arranged.

By the way, the annual Physick
House Plant Sale will be held the
weekend before Clean-Up Day on
April 23, 24, 25—Friday through
Sunday. (See Calendar.) Itisagood
source and traditional place for
neighbors to acquire plants and
materials for our spruce-up cam-
paign while supporting the his-
toric house museum in our midst.
Plan to purchase your plants at the
Physick House, garden entrance at
4th and Cypress Streets.

Mother’s Day Weekend—7
Arts Festival -

. Thefollowing week, on Mother’s
Day weekend, the South Street 7
Arts Festival ishaving itsMOTHER
EARTH DAY program. Plans in-
clude presenting neighborhood

households additional awards for

artistic May Baskets and street

~ plantings! (Head House Shambles

will become a flower market, inci-
dentally, and some proceeds will
benefit the Head House Conser-
vancy.) Look for more details in
the next issue of the Society Hill
Reporter.

Big doins’ for our community as -

spring begins to approach. Sodon’t
forget to get your membership
started or renewed. Join in on the,
fun and and the serious business
of maintaining our one-of-a-kind
neighborhood!

At the Members Only CocktéiL,_

SHCA PREPARES FOR ANNUAL
ELECTION OF DIRECTORS

SHCA welcomes new faces and new ideas. If you're inter-
ested in our community and would be willing to participate,
we're interested in you! Here’s how our civic association
works:

Society Hill—between Front and 8th Streets, and from
Walnut to Lombard Streets—is divided into four quadrants:
Northeast, Northwest, Southwest, and Southeast. Every year
the general membership elects four quadrant directors, each
for a three-year term. Any current SHCA member is eligible
for office, and the organization’s By-laws provide for nomi-

. nation by either a petition signed by ten members or by a

nominating committee.

Anyone interested in becoming a director should submit
his or her own name to individuals on the Nomination
Committee (their numbers are listed below). Of course, you
can also recommend your neighbor(s). [By the way, partici-
pation as an SHCA director is a very good way for new
neighbors to become more involved in the «community.]
Please note that there is no provision for floor nominations
at election time—so it is best to get your suggestion(s) to the
Committee prior to the night of the election, at the May 19
meeting. o

The Nominating Committee this year consists of retmn_g
directors whose daytime phone numbers are; Lorna Katz
Lawson, 351-0560 or Fax 351-0565; Liz Ostrander, 875-
3400; and Ross Engelman 992-8304. They welcome your
calls and suggestions. =

Wednesday, May 19th will be election n1ght for the SHCA.
This year, in addition to the required four new directors,

-~ there are two vacancies due to resignations in the Class of

"94—in the Northeast and Southwest quadrants of Society
Hill.

The present officers runmng for an additional one-year
term are: President, Dick Ostrander; Vice-President, Maggie
Schultz; Treasurer, Sidney Hack; and Secretary, Joan Johnson.

The May election and General Membership meeting will
be held at the Preston Auditorium of the Pennsylvania
Hospital. More details, as well as the evening’s agenda will be
reported in a later edition of this paper.
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-~ =€ Street (See photo)
- 1er meeting was called to see
~ the property’s owner and
. Uy neighbors could come to
reement on the illegally built
- Essentially, the SHCA is
" opposed to this addition, or
J construction without zoning
“sand L & I approval, but
uld be willing to accept it pro-
"iatitbe made aesthetically
compatlble to its surround-
- Rody Davies, local architect,
proposed the following
. (1) Change the beige
‘zontal vinyl siding, at top of
"7 o to match the gray verti-
' " 'ing on the bay window be-
"+ (2) Reroute the smokestack
Z.: interior. (3) Build up an
xtension with flower boxes to
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8000 * Follow-up Visits

The Eye Works .
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OTHER OFFICE: Vision Plus at 146 W. State Street » Doylestown « 348-8338
OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/93

mask the view from the street. As
another condition for the neigh-
bors’ support of the addition, the
owner also has agreed to waive in
perpetuity the possible future use
of the roof as a roof deck.

Cabaret Theater at NewMarket
The SHCA approves of and is op-
timistic about the overall concept

4 Caring for\
City Trees

Harold M. Rosner
ARBORIST

Fine Pruning
Specimen Planting
Fertilizing
Street Trees

20 Years Experience
PROFESSIONALLY
CERTIFIED
483-1377 -

O‘ Pennsy,

BELIEVING

Slsooo

923-8688

A

of NewMarket’s adaptation to a
performing arts center. The Zon-
ing Committee is concerned, how-
ever, about the details of the first

installment of the development—

regarding the cabaret theater, to be
opened in June '93. Questions
about alcohol consumption, the
number of people in attendance,
and the hours of operation will be

* asked. For example, will the 300

tables and seats be movable (as in
other area cabaret theaters)—so
thatin the worst-possible-case sce-
nario, additional people could be
packed into the space in order to
increase liquor sales? As always,
the Zoning Committee will moni-
tor the situation and keep open
the lines of communication with
the owners and operators.

SH,C:A‘ Calendar

J(clip & sa/:\.fc)

+. Tues, March 16, 7:15 pm
General Membership Meeting
Hosts: Society Hill Sheraton
Hotel
Agenda: NewMarket Theaters &
meet local legislative reps
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I Wed, April 21, 7:30 pm I
| Board of Directors Meeting |
| atOld Pine Community Center |
I ~ Open to all members I
| Frithru Sun, April 23-25 |
|  Plant Sale at Physick House |
[ Garden entrance, 4th & Cypress I
Streets
| Hours: Fri: 3-6 pm, Sat: 10' I
| am-6pm, Sun: 10 am-6 pm |
| I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
| I
I I

Sat, May 1
Society Hill Clean Up Day
Prizes at Head House, 1 pm

Wed, May 19, 7:30 pm
General Membership Meeting
Hosts: Penna. Hospital
Agenda: Election—SHCA
Directors

Neighborly Tips

Society Hill Reporter

Ifyou receive this paper sporadically instead of monthly,
as many neighbors report, we suggest that you become a
subscriber. For the additional cost of only $5 ayear, we will
mail every issue to your house. Annual membership in the
Society Hill Civic Association is required, of course, but

- the cost of mailing the East Philadelphia Sun/Society Hill

Reporter to your home is only an additional $5 a year.
You'll get to find out what's happening, not only in Society
Hill, but in our bordering communities of Queen Village,

. Old City, Northern Liberties, and the South Street/Head-

house Special Services District.

Come on! Join the club of Big Spenders and you’ll be able
to keep up with the local news and catch all the local
gossip!

By the way, your volunteer reporters are always looking
for the next scoop, so do feel free to call or fax your stories
of local interest. Letters to the editors are also always
welcome. We want to keep you informed and up-to-date,
but we do need the eyes and ears of our neighbors. So give
us a call. (925-4363 or Fax 925-0877. Or, the SHCA office
629-1288)

. SHCA Window Decal

Are you proud of being a Society Hill resident and are
youamember of our civic association? Let your neighbors
know how much you value the volunteer efforts of SHCA
members who work to maintain the hlgh quality of life we
have established here.

If you haven't yet installed your SHCA window decal in
a very visible place, please'do so. Our wonderfuklogo was
designed, by the way, by Pamela Sinkler Todd, an artist of .
international renown who happens to live inand love our
unique neighborhood. Join us in showing yéur support for -
SHCA by displaying our new window decal. Lets not be
shy. Let’s make our presence known! -
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THE SOCIETY HILL CIVIC ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION !
Tear off and mail to: ’
Society Hill Civic Association’
P.O. Box 3, Philadelphia, PA 19105

Attention: Treasurer

_ New Member _ Household $25
— Membership Renewal _ Business/Corporate $50
_ Mail Sun/Reporter $5 __: Corporate Sponsor $100
Name -
Address
Zip Phone (day) (eve)

I(We) would be interested in working with the following
committees:”

Membership Liquor Control
Neighborhood Maintenance Town Watch
Recycling Reporter/Sun newspaper
Zoning Legislative

Preservation . . - Other (please spe».f ¥)

YOUR HOME IS YOUR PRIMARY INVESTMENT. PROTECT IT!
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T SHCA DIRECTOR

Oan Johnson

ir ongoing series about as-
i0cgamon directors—
lender woman with
" - wedge of light brown
aair falling onto her face is
| Johnson, secretary of
" :SHCA. Like many mem-
, Joan joined the asso-
ciation whena particular is-
sue threatened her immedi-
: environment. After the
controversy- over a garage
- her former home on
oiampers Street was re-
"ved, she stayed on to help
"1 other matters.
Assun poured through the
vindows of her current

~FAMOUS FOR CHHOCOLATE CHIPS AND

home, she remarked, “We're
probably lucky. Membership
in the association skyrock-
ets when there is a really big
problem and people are up-
set. When everythingis okay,
apathy sets in. Maybe we
should be enjoying the
peace.”

Joan has lived in Society
Hill in three different loca-
tions since 1969. She is the
librarian at Community Col-
lege of Philadelphia. And
when she says she likes ani-
mals, she really means it.
Besides owning three cats,
she is a member of the Do-

HEAD HOUSE SQUARES SINCE 1978 .

HEAD HOUSE SQUARE AT NEW MARKET
2nd & LOMBARD STS., PHILA., PA

922-0717

cents, the official guides of
the Philadelphia Zoo. They
train for four hours each
Saturday from September to
March, and the written exam
is known to be pretty tough.

For the past three years,
Joan has been refurbishing
her historic home that was

rehabbed originally in the
’60s. Working with local art-
ists-craftsmen, they have
produced some wonderful
effects, including a steel
sculpture with flowersand a
dragonfly that also acts as
security shield for the back
of the house. The cats have
their own access to the base-
ment through an architec-
turally correct, Lilliputian-

- sized paneled double door.

Besides her home and ani-
mals, Joan loves to travel.
She can combine two of her
favorite things with a safari
trip to Africa offered by the
Zoo. So if anyone knows—
please tell her—just how
cold is it in Botswana in
June?

e e—

The Camage Dollhouse

At Dickens Curiosity Shop

Featuring:
Dollhouses {assembled & unassembled)
Miniature Furniture and Accessories, Stier Bears
. Hand-crafted Wooden Backgammon Boards
Gourmet Jelly Belly Beans, Hand Casted & Painted
Collectable Lead Soldiers -

Tuesday - Thursday 11:30 a.m. - 600pm
Friday - SatmdayllSOam - 8:00 p.m.
Sunday 12:00 noon - 500pm

=N

2nd Street between Lombard & Pine Streets, Phlla PA 19147

(215)627-8101
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FAREWELL TO DAVID T. MILLER, PUBLISHER

David T. Miller, 64, husband of Ellen Miller and long-time
resident of Society Hill, died on January 21 of a respiratory
illness while vacationing in Costa Rica. Dave was a former
managing editor and vice president of J. B. Lippincott
Company.

Dave, a native Philadelphian, was educated at Chestnut
Hill Academy and William Penn Charter School. After
service in the Navy at the end of World War I, he graduated
from the University of Pennsylvania.

He was an accomplished mountaineer, having earned
membership in the American Alpine Club as a result of
many climbs in Switzerland (including a first ascent), the
Tetons, the Canadian Rockies, and the north face of the St.
Louis Public Library(!) Dave was also an adventurous
world traveler, and his insatiable curiosity led him to the far
comners. Fluent in both French and Italian, he communi-
cated in his own language with wit and sensitivity. He had
an incredible memory for names and dates, and his wife
Ellen—who claims she can hardly remember anything—
depended upon him for his encyclopedic knowledge.

One of Dave’s favorite interests was what he called “dra-
matic transportation.” His father had been a test pilot, and
his brother once flew jets and dirigibles for the Navy—so,
of course, Dave was an aviator, too. But he expanded upon
family tradition by parachuting and hang-gliding! In his
early years he became interested in steam locomotion, and
later maintained a steam launch, of his own design, on the
Delaware. Experimentation continued at home as well,
startling his neighbors with occasional outbursts from his
garden. Riding an elephant in Nepal, an outrigger on Bora
Bora Lagoon, and a raft down the San Juan- River in
southeastern Utah seemed routine by comparison.

‘Many of Dave’s happiest years were spent restoring his
18th century Society Hill home. After marrying Ellen and
acquiring two standard poodles by 1967, hg was inclined to
refer to the restoration in the manner of, 4 Chinese calen-
dar—e.g. “the year of the furnace,” the year rof the roof,” etc.
Nonetheless, Dave took an active and caring part in brmg» '
ing the house back to its former beauty.

His true profession, however, was books, and he was an
honorable pyblisher. A thoroughly kind and decent man,
Dave was fortunate in having accomplished most of what he
wanted to do in his life. When he died, he was domg two of
his favorite things—reading and traveling. -

As we bid farewell to0 yet another gifted and wise neigh-
bor, we offer his wife Ellen and his mother Mary T. Miller,
of Cocoa, Florida, our most sincere condolences.

A Classic French & Japanese atmosphere
with candlelight, fresh flowers, wine and sake

French Dining Room
5:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.

.’oklo Sushi Bar & Garden
[/Ve

Open Lunch & Dinner
11:30 a.m.-1:30 a.m.

7
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French-Japanese-Thai Cuisine

122-124 Lombard Street, Society Hill -
Philadelphia, Pa 19147

(215) 922-2515 --- 922-7181

T o

Live Jazz Lounge
til 1:30 a.m.

No Cover Charge

—

St; Peter’s Schbbl

. \ "Non-d'enominati(mal Co-ed |
Independent Day School

3 Year Nursery through
8th Grade

319 Lombard Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147

215-925-3963

—~

DANIEL S. BERNSTEIN D M.D.
DENTISTRY

925-7330

 ALL INSTRUMENTS STERILIZED

 YES, WE AUTOCLAVE OUR HANDPIECES

* Comfort ® Quality * Convenience
¢ Cosmetic Bonding and Bleaching
¢ Implant Dentistry
¢ 11 Years Penn Dental School Facility
» A Mercury Free Dental Office

MENTION THIS AD FOR FREE INITIAL EXAM,
X-RAYS, CONSULTATION
Phila., PA

509 S. 4TH ST. (bet. South & Lombard)




