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Library Project Update

Before Rendell, Hope; With Rendell, Money
Mayor Will Fund Library For East Philadelphia

Readers, rejoice! Mayor Edward G. Rendell
has agreed to support a new branch of the
Free Library in East Philadelphia. The Mayor
announced this good news during a meeting
‘'on Friday, February 13, with Councilman
Frank DiCicco, Free Library President Elliott
Shelkrot, the Mayor’s Budget Director Dean
Kaplan, the Mayor’s Chief of Staff Greg Rost,
plus six representatives of the East Philadel-
phia Coalition for a Free Library Branch. The
East Philadelphia Coalition is comprised of
over 65 members from the following organiza-
tions: the Society Hill Civic Association, Queen
Village Neighbors Association, Washington
Square West Civic Association, Old City Civic
Association and South Street Neighborhood
Association.

The Mayor needed little convincing that
East Philadelphia should have its own library
branch. Dozens of letters from the community
have reached his office urging his support for
the project as a result of the East Philadelphia
Coalition’s letter writing campaign (thanks to
all of you who wrote!). Mayor Rendell ac-

More Than a Prayer Is Needed

Crime is down; real estate investment is up;
taxes and city exodus are dirty words; the
streets are clean places ... and the City has a
plan for the future — tourism and entertain-
ment. The people who made this happen have
an ear, advocate and leader in Mayor Edward
G. Rendell. But by the City Charter, he cannot
run again after this term. “So after Ed, who”
has become a popular guessing game.

With an election still two years away,
maybe “who” is too soon to ask. “What” do we
want for the future? The Board of Directors of
the SHCA has invited Councilmen Frank
DiCicco and Jim Kenney and State Represen-
tative Curtis Thomas to address the neighbors
at the Wednesday, March 18, General Mem-

knowledged during the meeting that residents
in neighborhoods like ours deserve to have ad-
equate library facilities within walking distance,
a convenience that most other neighborhoods
within the City enjoy. Most East Philadelphia
neighborhoods have not had convenient access
to a library since the Mercantile Branch in the
1000 block of Chestnut Street closed several
years ago.

Specifically, the City will provide the fund-
ing necessary to operate the new branch, esti-
mated to be approximately $350,000 per year.
The East Philadelphia Coalition will work
closely with Councilman Frank DiCicco and the
Mayor’s office to identify an appropriate site
and seek either a donation of 10,000 square feet
to the City, or a lease that requires virtually no
capital spending by the City. (The Philadelphia
City Institute Branch at 19th and Locust oper-
ates under such a lease.) According to the East
Philadelphia Coalition, the ideal site for the new
branch is on or near Washington Square; a
number of properties in this vicinity are candi-

After Rendell, What?

bership meeting. Each elected representative
will give a short description of their vision for
the future of the city, but the discussion will re-
ally be your chance to ask questions of people
who have shown they can make a difference.

Please bring your concerns and your ideas
to the Wednesday, March 18, meeting, at The
Athenaeum, 219 S. 6th Street at 7:30 PM for
an open forum. Whether your concern is the
stench from horse urine in front of your house
to protection of our Second Amendment rights
if we try to limit handguns in the City, your
voice needs to be heard. Every issue and con-
cern weaves the design into the tapestry of life
in our City, and if one thread breaks, the whole
starts unraveling.

dates. If an appropriate site can be identified
soon, the new branch should be operating by
late 1999 or early 2000.

The Mayor’s decision promises to be an
excellent investment for the City and a major
contribution to quality of life for residents of
East Philadelphia. While there are a few hurdles
that will need to be overcome before we can
visit our branch’s circulation desk, we must
quote the Mayor in saying, “We’re going to
make this happen!”

Readers should be proud that the Society
Hill Civic Association was instrumental in get-
ting the Mayor’s support for the project. The
East Philadelphia Coalition was the brainchild
of SHCA President Mel Buckman; and the
Coalition’s Coordinator, Liza Seltzer, is a SHCA
Director. Most of the Coalition’s 65 members
learned about the project through the ReporTER
or SHCA meetings and are also members of this
organization. Reaction to the news has been a
very Joycean, “Yes, Yes, Yes, Yes, Yes...” (Fora
dissenting opinion, see page 15.)

Members and non-member neighbors are
welcome, but please bring identification for se-
curity sign-in at this historic structure.

(See page 2 for more information about
the site of the meeting).

Mark Your Calendar

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Wednesday, March 18
7:30 to 9:00 PM
The Athenaeum of Philadelphia
219 South Sixth Street
Town Forum, Exhibit, and Tour




Elections May 20th

he President is on vacation (resting on a

well-earned laurel). Mel Buckman set a
goal for his presidency of getting a library
branch for this area. He has gone far in achiev-
ing that.

While he is away, please remember that
elections for a new president, vice-president,
secretary and quadrant directors will be held
Wednesday, May 20, at the General Member-
ship meeting at the Society Hill Sheraton. You,
to0, can set goals and work with a wonderful
group of people to meet them.

Mel is heading the nominating committee
who will prepare a slate of candidates, but if
you have the urge to run for office, you need
only ten signatures of SHCA members on a pe-

tition that should be received by the office (P.0.

‘Box 3, Philadelphia, PA 19105) by April 1.
State your name, address, phone, and the
position you are seeking. The slate of candi-
dates will be in the next ReporTER and an-
nounced at the General Membership meeting
without reference to whether they were nomi-
nated by the committee or by petition.
It is a privilege to serve. If someone fa-

Wednesday, March 18
6:30 PM SHCA Board of Directors
7:30 PM General Membership
The Athenaeum of Philadelphia
219 South Sixth Street
Town Meeting, Exhibit & Tour

Saturday & Sunday, March 21 & 22
13th Annual Old House Fair
10:00 AM to 5:30 PM
The National Guard Armory
33rd Street (Drexel Campus)
$5 (call 546-1146 ext. 16)

Friday to Sunday, April 23 to 25
Physick House Plant Sale
341 S. 4th Street in the Garden
Replant or purchase hanging baskets for the
Franklin Lamps here!

Sunday, May 3, 1 to 5:00 PM
Philadelphia Open House Tours
Call 928-1188 for Reservations and information
about other tours
Sponsored by the Friends of Independence
National Historical Park

Saturday, May 16
7:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Clean-Up Day -
Wednesday, May 20
7:30 General Membership Meeting
Society Hill Sheraton
Elections!!! Program to be announced.

Town Watch:
March 27, April 14, April 30
7:30-8:30 Head House

HEALTH INSURANCE
Individuals * Self-Employed ® Business

Scott tchnick

800-350-1438
mutchnick @ erols.com

HMO ¢ PPO - MAJOR MEDICAL

Available Options:
* Prescription Drug Card
¢ Dental & Vision
* Choice of Deductibles

I represent all the major health
providers in the Philadelphia area.

FREE CONSULTATION
AND OQUOTE.

Health ¢« Life ¢ Disability Income * 401K Plans

Check out the Independence
Seaport Museum on
Saturdays & Sundays

They have loads of programs for adults and kids
and have gone mad about pirates —
dramatization of woman pirate Anne Bonney’s
life, making 3-dimensional marinescape of the
Delaware, ship model extravaganza, sail on the
Pioneer, entertaining lecture by Francis M. Carlin,
CEO of Wilson Cruise Line, about commuter
traffic on the Delaware.

WOW — so much to do, so little time!

Call 925-5439 for calendar.

Giovanni’s Room

The Athenaeum
Hosts Meeting

The Athenaeum will host the Wednesday,
March 18, SHCA General Membership
meeting. The imposing structure on the east
side of Washington Square was designed in
1845 by the innovative architect John
Notman (1810-1865). It is hailed as the semi-
nal American structure in the Italianate Re-
vival Style and is one of the first Philadelphia
buildings built of brownstone. The library
houses the “source of first resort” for design-
ers researching American decorative arts
from 1800 to 1845.

Executive Director Roger W. Moss, the
prominent historian and writer, will com-
ment on the significance of the structure and
the current exhibit. An opportunity to tour
will be offered. '

The Athenaeum is a private library,
founded on February 9, 1814, to collect and
organize almost anything associated with
Americana and to provide the members with
well-stocked reading rooms. Membership is
by nomination only and is limited to 1,375
shareholders. Four shares are still held by de-
scendents of founders.

This provides SHCA members and neigh-
bors, who are not members, with a unique
opportunity to peer into these hallowed halls.
Notice the original gaslights on the facade as
you enter.
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For Whom the Bell Tolls

Alfred Ottaviano
Society Hill Barber
1917-1998

On January 15, Alfred Ottaviano died of cardiopulmonary arrest
at Pennsylvania Hospital. He had spent most of his life in Society
Hill. He was in the electrical construction business prior to tak-
ing over the barbershop which his father, Felix, had founded in
the early years of the 20th century. When he retired in 1982, one
of the last barbershop poles in the neighborhood disappeared
from the streetscape.

You always got more than a haircut at his shop. You got
conversation, an exchange of opinions, the status of neighbors
and the neighborhood. Mr. Ottaviano and his family were true
pioneers in the rebirth and development of Society Hill. He was
interested in both historical architecture and craftsmanship. He
restored several homes in the area, including his own home on
the 500 block of Pine Street, and consulted with dozens of others
restoring their homes. But it is his gentleness that one neighbor
recalls, how he visited her husband in the hospital and the kind
way he shaved him.

Our condolences are extended to his wife of fifty-nine years,
Sophie, his son, Fred, and his daughters Phyliss Donahue and
Susan Burke.
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Find more than
the afikomen
at the...

National Museum of
American Jewish History

55 North Fifth Street
Independence Mall East

215.923.0262

For beautiful objects that enhance your seder
yow‘negﬂéorﬁood store for Fudaica

4 AAAA
Bullding § Desi (mmsulant

(215) 829-1633

Interior-Exterior Design

Specializing in Structural Problems
e Cracks ¢ Unlevel Floors
e Sinking ® Leaks

Feasibility of Improvements
e Roof Decks ¢ Additions
e Excavation ¢ Multi-Family
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Winds of War

The good news: According to Win Carroll of
The American Revolutionary Patriots’ Fund
(ARPE), the long-awaited rehabilitation and
improvements to Washington Square will com-
mence this spring. The bid process for a con-
tractor is complete. The first shipment of blocks
of bluestone are scheduled for delivery in
March from two quarries in New York state.
Subsequent shipments will be made monthly
over the next 19 months.

The bad news: Apparently, the Square will
be closed off — perhaps entirely surrounded by
a chain-link fence — and the work could take
up to two years! It also could mean the loss of
parking spaces on Walnut and 6th Streets, the
loss of sidewalks, not to mention the mess that
always accompanies construction.

It also means we will be without one of our
parks until well into the year 2000. The tree
population also will be reduced — the plans at
the INHP appear to indicate 20 fewer trees by
the time the project is complete, in particular
the female ginkgos. This is of concern because
the Olin plans for Independence Mall also call
for the uprooting of many of the trees there.

What'’s planned .

The improvements are meant to enhance
the historical importance of the Park (one of the
four original City parks) and the quality of visi-
tors’ experiences. Once the construction is com-

pleted, Washington Square will officially be-
come part of the Independence National His-
torical Park (INHP). The Delta Group’s planned
changes include:

o Replacing the slate with bluestone;
o Rebuilding the wall;
e Improving the lighting;

e Replacing the limestone monument with
granite (the tomb of the Unknown Soldier of
the American Revolution);

o Ensuring the eternal flame lives up to its
name; and

o Establishing an Honor Guard.

The final cost is unknown. This first con-
struction and quarrying phase is approximately
$5.5 million — the Feds and the City have

Kkicked in $3.6 million, and the balance hope-

fully will come from the State, foundations, pa-
triotic lineage groups, residents and busi-
nesses. Now that the ARPF has its non-profit
status, it can begin to solicit those additional
funds. Plans include upgrading the park’s cur-
rent status, from National Lists Registry to Na-
tional Landmark, and being listed as a Com-
monwealth Treasure.

Another view
Some citizens treasure it just the way it is:

N\
A
§ |

from the studio where . . .
Art Is Not Just Some Guy’s Name

Computer Graphics
Surrealist Collage
“Found” Object Collage
by Burnell Yow!

See works from the Yow! Cabinet Sculpture series at:
Show Of Hands Gallery, 1006 Pine Street, Phila.
The Philadelphia Art Alliance, 251 S. 18th Street, Phila.
Gallery Alexander, La Jolla, California

http://www.philly.infi.net/~byow

Call: (215) 592-8634
eMail: byow@philly.infi.net
Studio visits by appointment only

Washington Square — Redux

a city park. Besides residents and tourists, the
Square will be inaccessible to dog-walkers and
those who enjoy feeding the squirrels that de-

light so many of our visitors. While we all agree

that the condition of the slate slabs on the paths
is disgraceful and that other repair work is
needed, issues by many residents regarding the
extent and the duration of the work have so far
gone unheeded. Why not do the work in sec-
tions, so that the Square is not completely off-
limits for so long? Why not a more scaled-down
approach? When Tom Foglietta was our con-
gressional representative, he worked tirelessly
to secure the funding and tongue-in-cheek
promised that the people at Independence
Place would still have a direct path to Pileggi’s
during construction. Does anyone know the
phone number at the American embassy in
Rome?

Come to the meeting March 18 and tell us
what YOU think, or write anytime.

Where the Hanging

Baskets Grow
Opening Friday, April 24, from
1:00 to 7:00 PM, and Saturday and

£7 10 4:00 PM, the petal pushers at the
Physick House will sell bedding plants, herbs,
perennials and annuals for your pots, window
boxes or shady gardens, as well as supplies, pot-
ting soil, fertilizer, etc.

This is where you get those great moss
lined baskets for the Franklin Lamps. For shade,
they recommend wax begonias and ivy, and for

~ sunny spots, the superpetunias in white, pink or

purple. This year, please pre-order the baskets
by calling 627-1356. Price is $35.

If you need to replant a basket, bring it to
the Physick House on Sat., April 11 or 18, from
10 AM to 1:00 PM. Put a waterproof tag on your
basket with your name, address, and phone
number, sun/shade preference, and color. For
$20, they will reline the basket with moss, treat
the soil and waterproof the basket, plant it and
have it ready for pick-up. Leave the old soil in
the basket when you drop it off. Pick up the bas-
ket during the sale.

Fifty percent of the sale price is tax deduct-
ible. If you know what you want, don’t take a
chance they will run out. Pre-order checklists
will be available by calling 627-1356.
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Joanne Lolly
Davidow LaGreca

MIDTOWN

Member Multiple Listing Service
BUYER AGENCY REPRESENTATION AVAILABLE

Open 7 Days =
ile e ALL | WIDTOWN WELCOMES. . EARLY SPRING! midtown

LIST YOUR HOME NOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
1) Best agents In fown! 2) Low morigage rates 3) Strong economy

J

SOCIETY HILL- W“"‘/ LR

Featuring... »0\
Independence Place 50

Corner 2 Bedroom, 2 bath.
Living Room, Dining Room,
Eat-in Kitchen, Library. $390,000.

Living Room
w/alcove

SOCIETY HILL- | o
Featuring... ;!Kltchen
Hopkinson House

Large Studio with alcove. s

Overlooks the Square! Parquet floors. el
Lease exp. 9/98.  $65,000.

SOCIETY HILL TOWNHOMES
Featuring...

214 Spruce Period House, PARKING & garden. 4 BR, 3.5b, 8 fireplaces $419,000.
239 S. 3rd 1.M. Pei designed townhouse & gated PARKING! Formal Dining Room,
Living Room with fireplace, 3+ Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, Library, garden $429,000.
322 S. 2nd Delancey Mews 3BR townhouse, 2.5b, fp, gdn &PARKING $285,000.
410 Lombard Exceptional space, lovely facade, 4BR, central air, PKG $169,000.
419 S. Perth Charming 4 BRon small Park. Large gdn, 2 fps, wd firs  $115,000.
Abbotts Square Lovely 1BR on 5th fir fac North. Great condition $65,000.

R Market Ready.Condos & Townhouses &

MIDTOWN'S FULL-TIME RELOCATION SERVICE « CALL 1-800-PA-BOUND Eaun Houses RELD'

Barbara Auritt « Phillip Carman » Elizabeth Caurk « Wendy Chercass + Patty Hogan * Linda Holt « Rose Ann Jugla + Bill Lederer
Doris Levine « Janet Margolies « Laurie Phillips » Olenka Santore « Ellen Steiner « Zeia Soncs * liene Wolgin

The International The Rittenhouse Suite 406 « 210 West Rittenhouse Square n Theinternational.
Relocation Network 546'05 5 Visit our Web Site at; www.midtownrealtycorp.com 20" Relocation Network

RELO.
.
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PIANO LESSONS

WITH |
TSV ALEXNANBER

S RECOGNIZED TEACHER ¢ COMPOSER B
WiTH MUSIC CONSERVATORY DEGREE "

J4 PROVEN MOTIVATOR OF STUDENTS OF ALL AGES /
47 VARIED METHODS TO BEST SUIT EACH STUDENT {28
J4 BEAUTIFUL SOCIETY HILL PIANO STUD| ';

JJ UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN
FROM A WORKING COMPOSER

J4 FRIENDLY PARAKEET, GREAT STICKERS,
FUN LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

For a free evaluation £ interview appoinfment

«l 627 -7664

L

on request

“lfyou like
saving money

Weve
oncar

Insurance, gone
eme Condo

2 honk”

Before the cost of insuring your car
leaves vou a total wreck, give me a
heep, 2 honk, or even 2 simple phone
call. I'll work hard to come up with

s Allstate
just what voure

drivi ngat. You're in good hands.

Jamie Matika, Exclusive Agent
Allstate Insurance Company
126 Lombard Street, Philadelphia, PA 19147
Bus (215) 413-5800 « FAX (215) 413-7038

Because you've gone condo. And
your condo is your home. Like
our homeowners insurance, our
condo insurance is outstanding.
From fire and smoke damage to

* theft, you're protected. Call today
for the full story.

National Velvet if isn’t!

Residents Nag
Carriage Companies

The City Council’s Li-
censes & Inspections
Committee will hold a
second round of hearings
with regard to the City’s
carriage horse trade —
specifically, humane and enforcement issues.
For example, the current working tem-
perature threshold of 94 degrees is justabout
the worst in the nation, so is the number of
hours worked (10 hours, plus the trip to and
from the Mall), often in incredible heat. Hu-

mane organizations from across the U.S. are

asking Philadelphia City Council to improve the
regulations and have suggested a National
Weather Service Heat Index maximum of 94,
and no more than 6-8 hour workdays.
Safety is the issue. Recently, this reporter
observed a careless driver letting a child hold
the reins while he turned around to take a pho-
tograph of the other tourists in the carriage.
While a carriage ride can add to a tourist’s won-
derful experience of this city, one carriage ride
in Boston last year traumatized visitors. A horse
was spooked in traffic and took off, throwing
the driver onto the street, and ending up in the
back of a vehicle. The horse was impaled on
part of the carriage and had to be destroyed. All
the while, tourists were watching in horror.
Carriages going off-route, blocking side
streets, congesting traffic on main streets, not
to mention fouling the air with the odor prob-
lems in the warmer weather, have made a lot of
residents angry. Enforcement complaints

- should be directed to Captain Brian Korn, Sixth

District Police, tel. 686-3060.

T 0 voice your opinion on this issue, write or
call the offices of L&I Chairman, Council-
man Jim Kenney (Room #586/tel. 686-3450),
our own Councilman Frank DiCicco (Room
#332/tel. 686-3458), Council President John
Street (Room #494/tel. 686-3442), as well as
other Council members. Send lefters to; City
Hall, Philadelphia 19107, and copy us if pos-
sible. Or come to the meeting March 18!
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Town Watch

In January and March, District Attorney Lynn
Abraham and her husband joined the Town
Watch walkers. Town Watch officially became
a Town Watch Group after twenty members
completed city training in July.

Certain guidelines must now be followed.
For instance, a patrol must consist of four
walkers. They are urged to use radios instead of
cell phones. Caps that are available to walkers
help identify the group to their neighbors. Bar-
bara Gelman, the committee chair of Town
Watch, regularly meets with Art Potts, the city’s
Town Watch coordinator to discuss various is-
sues.

Officer George McCardell, the community
relations officer for the Sixth Police District, has
invited interested SHCA members to accom-
pany him in a patrol car on a Friday or Satur-
day night. If interested, please call the SHCA of-
fice at 629-1288. Debbie Robinson, director for
the southeast quadrant, has toured with
McCardell and reported it “was an eye-opening
experience” and urged everyone to participate
at least once.

Look at the calendar for dates for the next
walks.

Spring EZIean-Up Day: May 16

® Watch for the flyer explaining op-
posite side parking and street
cleaning,

® Sweep away winter debris from
around your house.

@ Plant flowers under your trees and
in flower boxes.

@ Organize the residents on your
block to hang baskets of flowers on
all Franklin Lamps.

@ Join your neighbors for lunch at
Pennsylvania Hospital at 12:30 PM

® Call Janet Cooke — 413-0918 — if
you would like to help organize
Clean-Up Day.

® Clean-Up Day Is sponsored by the
Society Hill Civic Association and
the Washington Square West Civic
Association

jAzzercise

DON'T BE MISLED OR MISFED.

There’s only one world famous steak & seafood restaurant in Philadelphia.
Only one restaurant where your hosts, the Taxin family, will make vou feel like a big fish.
For a lunch or dinner that will go down in history, don’t miss visiting Philadelphia’s only
- Jandmark restaurant in old city, not center city.

10*OFF

Food portion of check
when you present this ad

bor— —

Need Space?

Manage that spare room
with a concealed bed and
office system.

The Murphy Bed Center”
of Philadelphia

/ 1002 Pine Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Tel (215) 922-2850
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esNEW OWNERS eNEW SERVICES e NEW APPROACH T

C%oci@ty Hitt Realty Company, [ne, |BE

206 South 3rd Strect ¢ Dhiladelphia, DA 19106 | @ E
259259403 » Fax 2159259661

THE PERSONAL SERVICE PROFESSIONALS @ E
WHO OFFER YOU: =

FULL SERVICE BROKERAGE
BUYER AGENCY
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

P BB R

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE-WHOLE HOUSE/ RENTAL UNITS
(By:Facilities Management Services)

TENANT SERVICES AVAILABLE LANDLORD SERVICES

THE CoLDSPRING GROUP

COLDSPRING DESIGN ASSOCIATES
Housewright Partners, Inc.

=75 | P.O. Box 342
NWEH] paoii, PA 19301

DESIGNER/ BUILDER

eHISTORIC RESTORATION ¢ REPRODUCTION
eSUNROOMS & CONSERVATORIES
eADDITIONS & RENOVATIONS

ePROPERTY MAINTENANCE-WHOLE HOUSE/ RENTAL UNITS
(By:Facilities Management Services)

(610)-296-3506  Fax: (610)-889-0489
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Noteworthy Neighbors

Cirel and Howard Magen

By David Woods ‘
‘A circulating library in a town,
wrote the playwright Richard
Brinsley Sheridan, is like an ever-
green tree; it blossoms through the
year.

And nowhere is that truer
than in this town where Benjamin
Franklin planted the first seeds of
that tree when, on his initiative,
the Library Company of Philadel-
phia was chartered in 1732.

But those trees take a good
deal of watering in 1 the form of cash: Philanthropist Andrew Carnegie
pumped some $65 million into US libraries alone — and that was a cen-
tury ago.

Today, Philadelphia has 53 branches of the Free Library, and nur-
turing the existing ones (each costs about $300,000 a year to operate) —
as well as planning for a new one near Washington Square — is the
work of Cirel and Howard Magen.

The Magens recently moved here from the Rittenhouse Square area
where they raised money for renovations to the local branch library ...
and found an alternative site for it during the one-year refurbishing pro-
cess ... as well as helping to attract $20,000 — almost the entire amount
from individual donations.

The Free Library received a million-dollar-plus grant with one
stipulation being that each of the branches raise $20,000 and the Foun-
dation would give an additional $7,000. Cirel is co-founder and presi-
dent of the Philadelphia City Institute Library Friends, and, as well as
her work with the libraries, she has been involved in many other chari-
table works, including ten years with a shelter for the homeless. She and
her husband are members of the Athenaeum, the private library founded
in the 18th century.

Howard Magen, a chartered accountant who serves on the Commit-
tee of 70, a nonpartisan political watchdog organization, is a member of
the Friends of the Library of the University of Pennsylvania. He and
Cirel, both native Philadelphians, are enthusiastic about their move from
one part of the city ... and love the fact that they can walk to both Ritz
movie theaters from their new home in St. James Place. Howard con-
trasts the crowdedness and noise of the Rittenhouse area with the tran-
quility of Society Hill. “Here,” he says, “it’s greener and prettier ... with
more open space.” Among their other interests are classical music and
travel. Married for 43 years, they have a married daughter in Toronto
and a married son in San Francisco.

A close friend from their Rittenhouse days says that that area’s loss
is definitely Society Hill’s gain. “Cirel has worked with neighbors wher-
ever she’s been; she’s interested in politics, culture, the illiteracy prob-
lem — and, of course, literacy. They’re a wonderful couple and I hate to
lose them,” she adds.

Cirel and Howard take it as a given that there will be a hbrary in the
Society Hill area. To be sure, there are obstacles to overcome: finding a
suitable site; complying with regulations; and, of course, raising money.

But the seeds are already ﬁrmly planted for this Phxladelphla tradi-
tion — and for the latest evergreen in town.

Trust
‘your neighbors
for your important
insurance needs

Mather & Co., Insurance Brokers

“—here in Society Hill for
over a century

Call us for answers about insurance
for your business, life, group health and
accident, boat, fine arts and jewelry,
and expensive home.

MATHER & CO.

226 Walnut St., Philadelphia, PA 19106
(215) 925-0118

Trust our experience
as insurance brokers since 1873
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The Caucasian Chalk Circl — Not

McCall Scores High

The General George McCall Elementary School opened in 1909 and still
serves an ethnically diverse student population. In 1996 and 1997, 2nd,
3rd. 4th, and 8th grade McCall students scored among the top of all pub-
lic elementary schools in the Philadelphia School System on the SAT-9

(Stanford University Achievement Tests):

For many students, English is not their first language, and the
school justifiably prides itself on its English for Speakers of Other Lan-
guages (ESOL) program. Academic achievement is blendéd with real ex-
posure to different ethnic cultures right on the playground, so students
get to live diversity instead of being lectured about the concept.

The school has integrated computer technology
throughout the curriculum with classroom comput-
ers, a computer lab, and a full-time computer science
teacher. The liberal arts are also promoted with cre-
ative art, instrumental music, a modern foreign lan-
guage program beginning in kindergarten and a clas-
sical Latin programming starting with fourth graders.
The library houses more than 17,000 volumes and
more state-of-the-art computer stations.

Pennsylvania Hospital, the Sixth Police District,
the University of the Arts, the Biddle family, Indepen-
dence National Historical Park, Curtis Institute of
Music and the U.S. Department of Agriculture have
all adopted the school by sponsoring collaborative
programs with the students. As good neighbors, the
school has always joined the SHCA for Clean Up Day,
allowing the dumpster to be parked on their play-
ground and coming out in force to rake, sweep, paint
fences, and plant flowers.

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING &
PAPERHANGING

833 S 2ND ST PHILA l’

MAY WE
BRING SOME
COLOR

INTO
YOUR LIFE E»,_
[/

(215) 389-7T188 &/ &

. CHALATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

410412
215:923-1986

delicatessen
restaurant

box lunches

SQUTH ST.. PHILA.

informal catering

FPA 19147-1535

FAX 215-923-2299

Homeowners
Rental homes
Flood
Perpetual
Vacant homes
Umbrella
Policies for
Settleme

a ]

THE FRANKLIN AGENCY, INC.

A Contributionship Company
212 South 4th Street, Philadelphia

Insuring Philadelphians Since 1752

CALL NOW
1-800-421-4010

for
coverage you need . . .
at a price you can afford

Automobile
Motorcycles
Recreational
~ vehicles
Low Cost
Easy pay plans

®ITNEXY (Is it Greek to You?)

923-6435 specializing in Fitness for Older Adults

LOSE WEIGHT

PREVENT BONE LOSS
IMPROVE CARDIOVASCULAR FITNESS
INCREASE STRENGTH and FLEXIBILITY

.. and DO IT IN YOUR OWN HOME

RICHARD M. GIBSON

Certified Strength & Fitness Trainer - References Available
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Since the last edition of the Reporter, the following neighbors have re-
newed their memberships and added an extra contribution for the vari-
ous projects like sidewalk cleaning, tree planting, and Clean-Up Day,

etc., that SHCA runs:

As of February 19:

Apothaker, Catherine
Bangert, Charles & Lucy
Batcheler, Jr., George
Craley, Keith - ‘
Devoe, David

Dogen, Judith
Eisendrath, Craig

Levine, Martha
Lewis, H. Craig
Maguire, Catherine
Marks, Milton

* Morfing, Norma

Percival, John & Linda '
Robinson, Ed & Debbie

Fleming, N. Marlene Samsun Footwear
Fusco, Michael & Patricia Sedran, Howard
Hamburg, Morris & Jean Semingson, Dianne
Horty, Peter Serata, Dr. & Mrs.
Hurdle, Harvey Shapiro, S

Kahn, Harold & Edith Spivek, Roberta
Kogan, Mark & Ellen Stoloff, Becky

Lane, Laura Sturdivant, Mary

Yoder, Kevin

r-——-——-----——--—--1

PLEASE ACT NOW

Make a wise investment TODAY by renewing or initiating your
membership in the Society Hill Civic Association.

. WHY? Because caring for your neighborhood is in your very best
self-interest. A strong and vibrant association makes our streets
safer and cleaner by giving you a unified voice in speaking to
government, legislators, businesses, and others who impact our
area of town. A unified group of neighbors is the surest way to keep
your investment in Philadelphia viable for many years to come.

Name (s):

Address: Zip

Phone: Work Home

| |
| I
| |
| i
| |
i |
| |
I I
i |
| |
| |
1 New Membership[J = Renewal[] 1
I Household Membership: $40 I
I Business Membership: $80 |
| *Additional Contributions: $ : |
1 *Earmarked for: [ Project Sweep Stakes |
I O Town Watch I
[] Street Trees/Tenders
l I’'We would like to work on the following committees: I
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
i I
= ol

___ Liquor Control

Historic Preservation — Society Hill Reporter

Homeless Intervention Street Trees/Tree Tenders

Library Town Watch
Zoning/Development

Clean-Up Day

Please make your check payable to:
Society Hill Civic Association
Mail to: Box 3, Philadelphia, PA 19105
Questions? Call 215-629-1288 » FAX 215-592-4239

Commission a Portrait of Your Home
by Award Winning Watercolorist

Pamela Sinkler-Todd

S. American Street, watercolor, 1998

77

Phone (215) 925-4625
Fax (215) 925-1762

E-mail: pamelatodd@mindspring.com

Visit the artist’s Website at...
www.users.dircon.co.uk/~eaps/pst.htm

h
m PORTRAITS b PAMELA
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Dileggi

ON THE SQUARE

TOTAL CARE
HAIR

BODY
FASHION
ACCESSORIES
AND

SHOES

715-717 WALNUT ST, PHILADELPHIA

SALON 627-0565
BOUTIQUE 922-3526
SHOES 829-9292

Darts and Laurels

V-

Insred by the prospect of a local library branch in two years, these darts
and laurels were pulled “off the shelf.”

Remains of the Day Darts - to those residents who dumped their Christ-
mas trees on the pavement affer trash collection day. Some had the really
bad form of dumping them in front of a neighbor’s house! Remember the
person’s birthday you were honoring believed in “Do unto others as you
would have others do unto you.” ”

- Amy Vanderbilt’s Book of Etiquette Laurel - to Mayor Rendell who told

the media he found their behavior outrageous in regard to the Clinton in-
tern scandal. In speaking for our city of grace and refinement, he said,
“The people of Philadelphia don’t care.” Actually, most of us were
brought up that not to ask and not to tell were hallmarks of good breed-
ing, Of course, not committing adultery is a hallmark of good morals, as
cited in The Rules from a really old book.

Waiting to Exhale Laurel - to our Asian American neighbors and recent
immigrants who harvested much of the gingko fruit this fall. In some
Asian cuisine, gingko is a prized ingredient. For the rest of us, it is justa
smelly sidewalk mess by autumn. Thank you, thank you, thank you.

The Idiot Dart - to the mugger who robbed a neighbor outside the DA’s
house. Boy, is he in trouble when he gets caught! We’re in favor of Charter
Schools if they can at least turn out smarter criminals for the City — like
illegal computer hackers, or other high tech crooks!

The Borrowers Laurel - to SHCA pres Mel Buckman and director Liza
Seltzer for getting this library project launched.

Six Degrees of Separation Dart - to the window-washing scam artist
who has been ripping off neighbors for $70 for cleaning he doesn’t do. He
claims to be the son of the respected and well-known window washer,
Curtis Johnson. If approached by this African American male, tall, with
glasses and between 30 to 40 years old, call 911 immediately.

Lassie Come Home Dart - to the pet owners who (a) lose their pets; then
compound the problem by (b) putting up notices on lampposts, traffic
lights, and trees. We empathize on your loss, but it is against city ordi-
nance to deface public property with these posters. It's not good for the
health of the trees, either. Please, all pet owners: invest in collars with the
pet’s name and the owner’s phone number. This is how Phyllis Heimer
was able to reunite Popcorn with her owner. In fact, Phyllis deserves The
Shepherd of the Hill Laurel.

From Here to Eternity Dart - to developer Hal Wheeler, who seems to
be taking forever to settle on the Society Hill Club. Next hearing with the
new parking garage owners over who is financially responsible for the
leaking pool is scheduled for March 30.

The Carpetbaggers Dart - to the neighbor who started the rumor thata
TOPLESS bar was planned for Second Street. It is a TAPAS bar, puh-
leeese! Restaurateur and SH Tower dweller Christ Dhimitri assures us
both are passé. Well, we have survived the fashion police, inaugurated the
facade police, maybe we should have some food police. They can check
out that the library branch serves good café latte. They will have coffee,
won’t they?

A series of Jeeves Darts - to the McCall School, because periodically their
trash sits on the sidewalk. Yo, no butler lives on your block! If you want to’

know what McCall does right, read Linda Skale’s article on page 10.
— MS, LM, ST
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McCall

Kindergarten through 8

30

"~ None

McCall is our neighborhood’s public
school and it provides students with a
well-rounded education: The school
takes advantage of its Center City
location by linking with many- cultural
resources. McCall values its diverse,
multiethnic population as being a
“microcosm of the world.” Because
of this, McCall students learn how to
get along with each other. A diverse
staff and parents who are actively
involved in the school help meet
students’ needs. McCall offers
advanced programs in selected areas
of study, and the school prides itself
on being “technology-based.”

Ms. Margaret Mullen-Bavwidinisi,
Principal, 351-7349

St. Peter’é School

Preschool (beginning at age 3)
through 8

11

None

St. Peter's School is a non-
denominational school for boys and
girls, preschoo! through 8th grade.
Founded in 1834, St. Peter's draws
children of all economic backgrounds,
races and religions from the
metropolitan Philadelphia area. Strong
programs in music, art, poetry and-
French enhance a curriculum firmly
established in traditional academic
disciplines. Science, computer and
physical education are integral to the
student’s experience. Activities such
as music theater, active games and
creative movemernt are available
through the After School Enrichment
Program along with the computer
club. Before- and after-school care
and a summer program are availabie,

Ms. Melissa L. Vosburgh, Head, 925-
3963

CityKids
S eptember may seem far away, but trust us,
it'll be here before you know it. If you've got
your children enrolled in private schools, so will
those tuition bills.

But before you despair over the high cost
of private school or fall prey to the myth that the
best schools are in the suburbs, please consider
the schools right here in your neighborhood,
both public and private: _

As our friends at St. Peter’s pointed out,
‘there are many advantages to being able to walk
your child to school in the morning and, de-
pending on your schedule, to be able to attend
your child’s school events during the day. In
case you're not familiar with all the options,
CityKids wants to introduce them to you:

St. Mary Interparochial School

Kinqergarten through 8

27

Roman Catholic

Socisty Hill Synagogue Playschool
418 Spruce Street

Preschool (ages 2-4)

7 for 2 year olds; 16 for 3-4 year olds;
adult/child ratio: 1-5

St. Mary Interparochial is the
descendent of the first free parish
school in the United States, the oldest
Roman Catholic parochial school in
English-speaking America. The reasons
most often offered by the parents of
St. Mary’s as to why they send their
children to the school include the
teaching and practice of Christian
values within the curriculum, as well
as the excellent basic academic
program. Many parents are pleased
with the multi-cultural and multi-ethnic
composition of the school community.
The school is proud of the quality and

| stability of its faculty and the individual
| attention given to each child.

Jewish (but open to all children)

Ms. Alberta Porietta, Principal, 923-

Society Hill Synagogue Preschool’s
goals are to provide a positive first
school experience for children. The
school is especially sensitive to parent-
child separation issues; it offers a co-
op program that regularly allows an
adult from each child’s family to
assist with the class. Co-oping gives
parents a sense of what goes on in the
school and maintains an optimal adult
to child ratio. The program's
philosophy is that “play is the
occupation of children;” teachers
emphasize learning through play, with
teachers guiding children toward
learning.

0ld Pine Community Center
Nursery School

Toddler program, pre-school, before-
& after-school programs for school-
age children

8-15

Owned by Old Pine Church
(Presbyterian)

Ms. Kathleen Healy, Playschool
Director,

922-6590, ext. 28

0Oid Pine Community Center Nursery
School offers developmental and
recreational programming for children
as young as 18 months and as old as
an 8th grader. They credit their skilled
staff, safe environment, and flexible
schedule as paramount in meeting the
needs of families who use the school.
The school also offers interest clubs, a
lending library, a gym, and an outdoor
play deck, all-affording healthy,
stimulating choices. A summer
program is available.

Mr. Bob Antonelli, Executive Director,
627-2493
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Project Neighborhood Pride Pens Message

“he Historic Preservation Commit-
tee has three subcommittees: Edu-
cation, Political Advocacy, and Project
Neighborhood Pride. Project Neighbor-
hood Pride has launched a letter writ-
ing campaign to remind neighbors of
the importance of maintaining their fa-
cades. That letter should be in all resi-
dents’ mailboxes by the time you read
this. '

The self-assessment checklist is
reprinted here for your convenience.
The Project Pride committee also is
maintaining and expanding a list of
contractors that neighbors have used
and would feel comfortable recom-
mending.

While the SHCA can in no way
guarantee the work of these contrac-
tors, they offer the names to help those
who are new to the area find workmen
for their various projects.

For more informafion, contact
MARTHA LEVINE, Coordinator,
Project Neighborhood Pride, through
the SHCA office at 629-1288.

*NOTE: Some major repairs or addi-
tions may require permits. For infor-
mation, please call the Philadelphia
Historic Commission at 686-4543.

**NOTE: Most major paint manufac-
turers have historic color charts for
color choices appropriate for our his-
toric neighborhood. We recommend

selecting a color from these historic
palettes.

***NOTE: For any questions regarding
tree pits or trees, please call SHCA’s
Chair of Project Street Trees: Jean
Bodine at 627-8393.

Philadelphia Open House will be Sun-
day, May 3. Clean-Up Day will be Satur-
day, May 16. Get a head start!

Facade needs repair(s) to: *
Cornice

Windows

Shutters

Front door

Wrought iron railings
Dormer

Downspout

Cellar windows & doors
Marble/brick steps, clean or repair
Brick pointing

Other

‘Facade needs paint to: **
__ Cornice
__ Windows
Shutters
Front door
Railings
Cellar windows & doors
Other

LLLLELLT

Sidewalk:
____Replace missing bricks on sidewalk
__ Reset uneven sidewalk bricks
_____ Removetrash

Society Hill Historic Preservation Committee
Project Neighborhood Pride
Maintenance & Repair Check List

Street Trees: ***
~___Weed & prune around tree pit
____Weed or replace trim plantings
____Enlarge tree pit

Spit & Polish:
_____Remove graffiti
___ Polish brass hardware
_____Remove protruding A/C units.
Mount flush with facade

TV cable wires on house facades:
_____ Call Greater Media Cable to re-route
wires at no cost to you.
(They’re illegal by City ordinance!)

Roof Repair or Replacement:

Exterior Lamplights:
Install on house facades for security
purposes

Other items:

Barbarians at the Gates

of-state antique dealers.

something irreplaceable ripped off.

St. Peter’s Gates Stolen — Really!

P olice believe a professional ring of thieves is working the neighborhood. They steal
antique metal work, urns, grates and, most recently, gates from property to sell to out-

Everyone should make sure their street “furniture” is secure. Next, everyone can help
by reporting any noise or suspicious activity immediately! Call 911. The nice looking tourist
who seems to be admiring your facade could be casing the joint.

It is too late for St. Peter’s who lost their lovely wrought iron gates and one of SHCA’s
directors who is now grateless, so please take care, be observant, and don’t fear about being
alarmist. Better to call the police and have to apologlze to an innocent suspect, than have

14
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To Mel Buckman, SHCA

Re: Library in Society Hill

As along time SHCA member and a librarian, I
urge you to stop campaigning for a public li-
brary branch in Society Hill. It would be won-
derful if every neighborhood had its own
branch, but we know that isn’t feasible. It
would be irresponsible for us to demand a
branch in our neighborhood where we have the
Athenaeum, school libraries, the economic
freedom to buy books and spend time reading
to our children, and can take a short bus ride to
the Main Branch of the Free Library. If a new
branch library can be established, it should be
in a neighborhood that does not enjoy these
benefits. '

Matt DeJulio’s suggestion that the pro-
posed new branch house collections of historic
material is misguided. No book collector would
entrust materials to an institution that did not
provide the elaborate facilities required for spe-
cial collections. Conservation, preservation,
thermal environmental controls, insurance, se-
~ rious security, specialist catalogers and cura-

' tors are sine qua non. Fortunately, our area is
rich with organizations where these essential
elements are in place — The Historical Society,
The Library Company, Free Library Special
Collections, to name just a few.

— Terese Mulkern Terry, M.A.
Business Information Specialist.

Lippincott Library. .

The Wharton School,
University of Pennsylvania.

Before going on vacation, Mel Buckman
wrote a personal response to Ms. Mulkern
Terry. However, we published the letter
here because we thought it aired some
opinions that others might hold. Liza
wished to respond to those who might
also feel as this librarian does.

Dear Ms. Terry:

Thank you for sharing your concerns about the
Society Hill Civic Association’s efforts to estab-
lish a new branch of the Free Library. I am writ-
ing to clarify some of the points you made in
your letter.

Letters to SHCA

First, the SHCA is not campaigning for a
library branch that would be located in Society
Hill. Rather, the SHCA is a member of the East
Philadelphia Coalition for a Free Library
Branch. The Coalition is comprised of five civic
associations that are dedicated to establishing a
branch of the Free Library to serve the 25,000
residents of East Philadelphia, not just Society
Hill. As mentioned in the various articles that
have appeared in the ReporTEr over the past few
months, the Coalition is seeking a site on
Washington Square.

Mr. DeJulio’s letter to the ReporTzr did not
imply historic book collections should be do-
nated to an inappropriate facility. Instead, his
suggestion was that the new branch might be
designed and appointed to properly house and
display such collections so that the community
might enjoy them in the future. Furthermore,
this type of attraction on Washington Square
could provide another destination for tourists
visiting Independence Park. Mr. DeJulio and I
understand and agree that special facilities and
arrangements must be in place before any col-
lections may be received by a new branch, but
that doesn’t make his idea “misguided”.

As for your assertion that it would be irre-
sponsible for us to demand a library branch, I
must disagree. Although resources such as the
Athenaeum and bookstores do exist, neither
Society Hill nor the other neighborhoods repre-
sented by the Coalition are uniformly wealthy.
Even if this misconception were true, that still
doesn’t mean that the families and individuals
who live here and pay taxes don’t deserve to
have easy access to a library. If the City wants
to keep people living in these neighborhoods, it
needs to offer some basic amenities. The SHCA
believes that a library should be one of these
amenities. And, as you'll note in the article on
the front page of this issue of the REPORTER, ap-
parently, the Mayor does too!

We hope that you will enjoy the new
branch once it is established, despite your res-
ervations.

— Liza Seltzer

Coordinator, East Philadelphia
Coalition for a Free Library Branch

Editor’s Note:

Tjust plunked down $34.00 at Borders
for copies of Men Are From Mars,
Women Are From Venus and Prayer for
the City. These are not books I will keep
given the limited shelf space in my
home and should be available at the
Book Traders in a few weeks for bar-
gain hunters. I would have borrowed
the books if a branch were more acces-
sible. The Main Library branch is lo-
cated off a pedestrian unfriendly (al-
though strikingly beautiful) boulevard
— the Benjamin Franklin Parkway.
The money could be put to better use,
like a larger donation to Project Street
Sweeps!

As for the Athenaeum, while a
member was thoughtful enough to
nominate me, I found their hours (only
open on Wednesday evening till § PM)
not suited to my work schedule. Most
of the other school libraries mentioned
are not open to the public. I have no
guilt feelings about supporting this ini-
tiative.
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The Award Winning Team of

MIKE McCANN

“The Real Estate Man”
thanks our clients

for an amazing 1997
1.8 8 8 8

ELL !

The busy spring market is herel NOW is the
time to selll Call for FREE Market Analysis!
Get your property SOLD this spring!

1.8, 8.8.8 ¢
BUYERS!

Interest Rates are the lowest in 24 YEARS!
This is the SMART time to invest in a home!

Buyer Representation available!
1. 8.0.8.8.9

E E LISTI
Call for an appointment to see:
Boker Binney House-GreekRevival mansion.Grand
owner’s quarters. Separate rental units $IS0K
505 FPine St- Dramatic custom renovation! 5
bdrm, open fam.rm, 2 full/2 half baths$550.000
229 Pine- Unique 21 foot wide 4 unit apartment
bldg. Wide open space, grand features$499,900
430 Pine- New Listing! Federal ww home! 5

bdrm, 35 bath, 2 car parking@® " $369,900
119 Elfreths Alley- Impeccable! 3 bdrm, 3.5 bath
& fireplaces! Historical integrity!  $315,000

514 Cypress-Beautiful front! 3 b, 2.5 bath,
den, fireplace, skylight, gardcso $1869,900

1134 1-R Waverly- Newly listed courtyard home.
Garden. Charming Wash West location $109,900
: L8, 8. .81

CALL MIKE McCANN

and his 5 star teaml

FPRUDENTIAL PREFERRED

414 Walnut Street, Phila, PA 19106
215-627-6005 % 215-440-6345
www.mccannteam.com

Down Town Club

Founded in 1897

Now Open To The Public
For Business & Social Events
215-925-2040

150 S. Independence Mall West
SW Corner of 6th & Chestnut Sts., Phila., PA 19106

COMPUTER TUTOR

Thinking of getting a computer, but not sure
what’s right for you?
Just got a computer, but not sure what to do
with it?
Tired of waiting on help lines to get answers
to simple questions and problems?
Intimidated by technobabble?

HELP IS AUAILABLE!

Tutoring and consulting on all aspects of
personal computer usage including word
processing, e-mail and the Internet.

Specializing in novices and mature users.

One to one instruction in your home on your
computer.

Reasonable rates.
Satisfaction guaranteed.
Walter Pauls

(610) 825-1875
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In the Beginning

For those too new t

The first in a series of brief glances
back at Society Hill’s beginnings
based on reminiscences and conver-
sations with two neighbors: Charles
E. Peterson, FAIA, first staff architect
at Independence Hall and resident
since 1952, and Leona (“Lee”)
Griswold, who moved into the “Hail,
Columbia” house on Spruce Street
on her wedding night in 1959.

S ociety Hill sounds and looks pretty ritzy
these days. But neither was the case forty
years ago. This area was known as “the bloody
5th Ward” for the knife fights every night and
general bawdiness — alot like The Badlands in
North Philadelphia for police today. Boarded-
up buildings surrounded Independence Hall,
and a tacky wax museum defaced the Bourse.
Washington Square was known as Pervert
Park, because ... well, you can imagine why.
still, some original residents will insist blocks
of Spruce or Pine were where “the nice people
lived”. You can guess where they resided.

If not an actual slum, the neighborhood

Bari

e Bari works harder.
¢ Works smarter.

e Cares and delivers
on your Center City
Home Ownership
dreams.

Call me, Bari Shor, 215-587-6912

Fox & Roach Realtors®
1800 JFK Blvd, 14th Floor Philadelphia, PA 19103 215-561-1500

This area was known as “the bloody
5th Ward” for the knife fights every
night and general bawdiness — a
lot like The Badlands in North
Philadelphia for police today.

Your Realtor® For
Buying A Home
& Selling A Home

"Meal Estate’ MatchMaker

was pretty tattered around the edges. Isadore
Rugowitz was the biggest culprit, turning big
old houses into one-room apartments where
he collected cash rent on Saturday night.
Charlie suggested to the mayor’s wife at an

Historical Commission meeting thatold

Ruggie was wired to City Hall. Mrs. Dilworth
took great umbrage to this, gave Charliea
stern whatfor, but promised to look into it.
The “wires” were cut, and Ruggie was stopped
at the southeast border.

Alittle earlier, under the strong leader-
ship of Judge Edwin O. Lewis, the Indepen-
dence National Historical Park was created
and several blocks were cleared and land- -
scaped in typical urban renewal style of the
time. Judge Lewis was both creator and de-

o remember and those starting to forget

stroyer, lived to his late nineties and sent alot of
buildings to the brick pile before his death. But
his demolition revived hope for Washington
Square East, the common designation for this
area. '

Charlie suggested “Society Hill” to city offi-
cials, resurrecting a name given to the area ear-
lier but that no one had used in ages. It origi-
nated after a shipload of mechanics, members of
the very unglamorous Free Society of Traders

 chartered in London by William Penn, arrived in

1682 to carve a new capital out of raw forest. Led
by Nicholas More, a practitioner of physick, they
had the skills needed to build the new settle-
ment. Apparently they didn’t have the financial
savvy to become profitable and went bankrupt.

~ ‘Before they did, they managed to clear and
settle this land; and they were on a hill if you
look at the elevation from the river caves where
the first arrivals lived — so logically it was re-
ferred to as “the Society Hill.”

With an old name and new vision, the

brave and foolish in the late 50°s and early 60’s
dared to begin what is now a model for urban re-

development.
(To be continued)

Shor

Appraisals
Complete Fine Arts and Household
Appraisal Service for Insurance,
Estate Liquidation, Sales and Gifts.

For Information Please Call 242-0375

CHANDLEE & BEWICK

7811 Germantown Ave., Chestnut Hill
Philadelphia 19118

WM. H. CHANDLEE 111

Member of The Appraisers Association

Flat Rates.

of America

|
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Society Hill’s Little-Known Historic Synagogues

by Bernice Hamel

This issue of

The Reporter
reintroduces a series
of architectural
“profiles” of
important buildings
in our neighborhood

Crew from Joseph
Milano & Co.,
contractor, restoring
stained glass at

B’nai Abraham

Photo: Michael Stern,
Preservation Alliance

some we have visited and supported over the years

— as “good neighbors” rather than worshippers
— while others we have barely noticed. Nevertheless, we
all surely recognize that a religious building is more than
a collection of bricks, stones and glass: it is a window into
the heart and history of a community. A walk through
our own little corner of the world reveals many such win-
dows.

This article highlights two neighborhood syna-
gogues (shuls) which you have probably passed countless
times: Vilna Shul and Congregation B'nai Abraham.
Within the last ten years the Rabbis Menachem Schmidt
and Shraga Sherman, religious leaders of both congrega-
tions and co-leaders of Lubavitch House in Center City,
together have re-created a vibrant Jewish community —
providing daily services, classes and programs for people
of all ages at both sites.

S ociety Hill is rich in historic religious buildings,

Vilna Shul

On Pine Street (between 5th and 6th) there is a brick
rowhouse with a stained-glass Star of David above its
front door. Have you ever wondered about its origins?
Are you at all curious to know if the building supports a
viable congregation? In fact, this building is the home ofa
rare institution: one of the few remaining Orthodox syna-
gogues in Center City, and a testament to the history of
Jewish people in Philadelphia.

Between the 1890s and 1930s, Jewish immigrants
followed their old-world tradition of converting homes to
houses of worship. The brick building at 509 Pine Street
was built as a single-family residence sometime between
1809-1816. But by the time of its conversion to a shul in
e 1922, the interior had been so thor-

oughly reworked that a congregant
could have believed he was back in
Europe.

In the early part of this century
there were shuls on just about every
corner in the Fifth Ward (Society Hill),
as this was the most Jewish part of
town. Over time, as neighborhoods
have changed, nearly all of them have
been reconverted back to private
homes. In Center City only Vilna re-
mains.

Enter and you'll find yourself
transported to central Europeina
sanctuary that reflects the decorative

traditions brought by immigrants from
Vilna, Lithuania. Its entryway leads
into a two-story temple with all original
details: pews, balcony, “bimah” (plat-
form where the Torah is read) and

For mid-May or early June, we are
planning a reception to show off these
buildings. Neighbors of all religions
are encouraged to attend.

More information
in the next REPORTER.

wooden Ark. Two historic murals decorate the alls,

similar to the way paintings adorned walls of Lithuanian

synagogues.

Today Vilna has a mix of young and old worship-
pers, with about 40-50 people showing up on any typical
Friday night and Saturday: a few old-timers plus a contin-
gent of young, Jewish professionals and students. Itisa
dedicated but small congregation, and so its limited re-
sources are obvious. The building is in serious need of re-
pair. Sadly the stained-glass Star of David above the front
door was deteriorated to the point that it was removed
and is currently awaiting restoration.

B’nai Abraham

The striking Byzantine facade of B’nai Abraham
synagogue at 521-527 Lombard Street cannot be ignored.
Thousands of Jewish Philadelphians have their roots
here, as B’nai Abraham was the center of Jewish life in
South Philadelphia and Society Hill in the early part of
this century. During the reign of Alexander Il in Russia
(1855 -1881), Russian Jews suffered many atrocities and
more than one million fled the “pogroms” in search of
America’s promise of religious liberty and freedom from
persecution. By the 1870s, tens of thousands had arrived
in Philadelphia.

An Orthodox congregation purchased the large old
church at 521-527 Lombard Street in 1885 and adapted
the building to its needs. For its first five years, this con-
gregation had no rabbi, as it followed the tradition of ev-
ery man age thirteen and above being able to lead ser-
vices.

“Rabbi Levinthal’s Shul”

Eventually it elected Baer Levinthal as its rabbi in
1891, and he became so respected that he soon became
the Chief Rabbi of Philadelphia. The synagogue was
known then simply as “Rabbi Levinthal’s Shul”.

The present structure was dedicated in 1910. Its de-
sign has been attributed to blueprints by Charles Lewis
Bolton, AIA, a well-known architect who had designed
more than 500 religious buildings in the United States.

Continued on the next page
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336 S. 2nd Street
307 S. 3rd Street
415 Spruce Street

301 S. 4th Street
3 Bell's Court
304 Cypress Street

Plumer Levit Smith & Parke, Inc.
Your Neighborhood Realtor

1997-1998 Sales

304 Delancey Street
309 Delancey Street
322 Delancey Street
241 S. 6th Street #2003D
241 S. 6th Street #2002B

Buyers & Sellers Representation Available

Since 1923

306 Cypress Street
308 Cypress Street
327 Spruce Street

265 “C”S. 4th Street
279 S. 5th Street

304 Lombard #1 Street
200 Locust Street #6A
200 Locust Street #22H
220 Locust Street #9B
220 Locust Street #8D
315 “C” S. 2nd Street

226 South St.
Phila. PA 19147
922-4200

“You don’t have to be
Orthodox (or Jewish,
for that matter) to
appreciate the
cultural legacies of
these synagogues, as
they reflect the
heritage of many of
our neighbors.”

| API Member

Society Hill Towers Plaza
257 Saint James Place
Philadelphia, PA 19106

YWHERE

The Nation’s Premier Travel Consudnts ™

215-923-4300 * 800-523-1650
Monday - Friday 9-6 * Saturday 11-3 pm

Continued from page 18

Historic Synagogues

Howeéver, the Biographical Dictionary of Philadel-
phia Architects attributes the project to Barnet J. Medoff,
an architect whose practice was largely confined to resi-
dential and commercial commissions for Philadelphia’s
Jewish community. The scale of the building and similari-
ties of construction between B’nai Abraham and other
projects designed by Bolton suggest the possibility of col-
laboration between these two architects.

Fire and rededication

A fire in 1926 destroyed much of the synagogue, in-
cluding its Russian “onion” atop the building, but within
ayear, in 1927, the building was rededicated.

The synagogue’s dazzling facade was purposefully
designed to incorporate Moorish, Roman, Jewish and
American elements so as to express the collective history
of the Jewish people.

The first synagogue certified by Philadelphia’s His-
torical Commission, it features a distinctive design ele-
ment: a pair of beautiful “rose windows” in the front and
rear walls, named for their shape, not their color. Its
grand, two-level main sanctuary, seating some 1,400
people, is a vision to behold — in spite of its vast need of
restoration.

Tour These Shuls With Us

We think you'll be intrigued by these two religious
sites in our community. So for mid-May or early June, we
are planning a reception to show off these buildings. So-
ciety Hill neighbors of all religions are encouraged to at-
tend this event. Look for more information in the next
ReporTER. Meanwhile, Rabbi Aryeh Wuensch, a relatively
new arrival at B'nai Abraham, has offered to conduct
personally guided tours for Society Hill neighbors. He
can be reached directly at 627-3123.

Remember those ads that said “you don’t have to be
Jewish to enjoy rye bread?” Well, you don’t have to be
Orthodox (or Jewish, for that matter) to appreciate the
cultural legacies of these synagogues, as they reflect the

. heritage of many of our neighbors.

F or more information about how you can help support
these buildings — directly or through the Historic
Religious Properties Program of the Preservation Alli-
ance for Greater Philadelphia — please contact Bernice
Hamel at 925-3285.
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Society Hill and Washington Square’s Premier Condominiums
NOW AVAILABLE FOR SALE

Society Hill Towers
200-220 Locust Street

Studio, high floor, bridge & river
views, 528 sq.ft................ $69,900

One bedroom, river view, high
floor, 725 sq. fi........c.c... $89,900

New! Corner one bedroom, town-
house view, S/E corner......$99,900

Two bedroom + one bedroom on a
high floor can be combined to-
form a three bedroom and den,
panoramic river views!....$325,000

Hopkinson House
604-36 S. Washington Square

One bedroom, balcony, south
view, 778 sq.ft...............$82,500

NS
bal b W
New! Deluxe one bedroom, park
view, 1063 sq. ft.............. $97,500

oor,
..... $85,000

| Two bedroom, 1 % bath, terrace

Independence Place
-241 S. 6th

One bedroom, low floor, eat-in:
kitchen, west view ......... $84,900

New! One bedroom, lower floor,
south view..........ccccoeveen $105,000

Two bedroom, 2 bath, lower floor,
sunny southwest exposure,
balcony, eat-in-kitchen, 1387
SQfercirrreens $175,000

. Thregdedr; Y orafiic view
southeast view ........... $149,900 so lﬁ@: hi ghr, in
ex t tofiditiOne.....~ 469,900
Allan Domb Real Estate

Philadelphia’s Largest Luxury Condominium REALTOR®

Telephone: 215-545-1500 Fax: 215-545-1090

1608 Walnut Street, Suite 1303, Philadelphia, PA 19103
Internet Address: www.allandomb.com

Pier 5
7N. Columbus Blvd.

Two bedroom/den, fireplace,
roof top deck, panoramic
bridge and river views, 1 car
parking included, 2,229 sq.
 { FOTUSUUISORO $257,500

Spectacular four bedroom,

pan ig water &bridge
fi c

inciuded, 4200 sq.ft., large
decK...ocoisunrernrirnnnns $795,000
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