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November 17th SHCA General Membership Meeting
Spotlights Paul Levy and Senator Vincent Fumo

_Neighborhood Improvement Districts: Boon or Bane?

On November 24,
1998, the Penn-
sylvania General
Assembly passed the
Community and
Economic Improve-
ment Act (House Bill
No. 2858), establish-
ing neighborhood
improvement districts.

Senator Vincent J. Fumo, J.D., M.B.A.
heartened by the success of the Center
City District in the commercial area,
spearheaded the effort in the state senate
to get the same powers for residential
communities through this legislation. The
senator will talk about these neighbor-
hood improvement districts at the SHCA
General Membership meeting on Wednes-
day, November 17.

’

Property owners empowered
The districts empower “‘property owners
to enjoy a safer and more attractive neigh-

borhood through the provision of increased
or expanded services, including street light-
ing, street cleaning, street maintenance,
parks, recreational equipment and facilities,
open space and/or security services.”

They receive funding through a special
assessment fee levied and collected by the
city. Participation is mandatory once the
district is created. A one-percent levy on
the real estate taxes of Society Hill resi-
dents would yield $120,000 in revenue for
the district per year.

The money could be used to pay for
new street signs, more frequent street
cleaning and trash collection, and foot pa-
trols for safety.

The SHCA Board of Directors

urges you to attend thie foawpuviialll
meeting. TNI1S initiative is brand-new

in Pennsylvania, although other states
have experimented with it. If you
would like a copy of the legislation,
call Senator Fumo’s office (215-468-
3866).

.

Senator Vincent J. Fumo, J.D., M.B.A.,
has served the First District in the Penn-
sylvania senate since 1978.

A native son of Philadelphia, he at-
tended Villanova University (B.S., Biol-
ogy, "64), Temple University Law School
(’72), and Wharton School, University of
Pennsylvania (M.B.A., ’84).

He is associated in the practice of law
with Dilworth, Paxson, Kalish &

Kauffman and is Chairman and CEO of
the Pennsylvania Savings Bank as well as
being a licensed boat captain by the
United States Coast Guard.

In the senate, he serves as chair of the
Appropriations Committee, and member of
Communications and High Technology,
Game & Fisheries, Intergovernmental Af-
fairs, Judiciary, Rules and Executive Nomi-
nations, and Urban Affairs & Housing.

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT http://www.wnwr.com/shca

...Working Together
For a Better Place To Live

Save hese Dates

General Membership Meeting
Wednesday, November 17
Society Hill Synagogue
418 Spruce Street (side entrance)
7:30 p.m. Meet Your Neighbors
8:00 p.m. Program
“Grand Plan for the Parkway”
Paul Levy, Center City Services District
“Neighborhood Improvement
Districts”

Senator Vincent Fumo

Clean Up Day
Saturday, November 20
See p. 10 for details
Luncheon at 12:30 p.m.
Pennsylvania Hospital, 8th & Spruce
Don’t forget to move your car!

Mix and Mingle
Café Nola, 119 South Street

Tuecdav N~ —-

5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Free Wine, Beer & Hors d’oeuvres
to SHCA Members
or Join at the Door

Holiday Sale
St. Peter’s School, 3rd and Lombard
Friday - Sunday, December 10-12

L. ~n

Evening of Music & Dancing
Saturday, December 11, 8 - 11 p.m.
The Union League, 140 S. Broad Street
$50 per person
Refreshments, Cash Bar
Benefits Choral Scholarship Fund for
St. Peter’s School
info & Tickets: 215-925-5968

Happy Thanksgiving
Happy Holidays
Happy New Year

You'll hear from us again
in the next century!




Completing the Benjamin Franklin Parkway

The Benjamin Franklin Parkway may be
the most impressive boulevard in Philadel-
phia but it is not pedestrian friendly. The
traffic roundabouts at Logan Circle and
the Eakins Oval make pedestrian entrances
to the Franklin Institute or the Philadel-
phia Museum of Art impassable.

While the Parkway serves the city well for
a number of summer events, it remains vastly
under-utilized the rest of the year.

The Center City District, under Executive Director Paul Levy,
wants to remedy this with a plan: “Completing the Benjamin
Franklin Parkway.”

Presentation at SHCA meeting

Mr. Levy will present this vision, the result of a major grant
from the William Penn Foundation, at the SHCA General Mem-
bership meeting on November 17 (see Save These Dates on page
I for details). He will discuss the plan to enhance the Parkway as
a cultural boulevard, improve and enliven public spaces for pe-
destrians, encourage the creation of a new vibrant neighborhood,
and provide revenues to maintain the Parkway.

Mr. Levy wants your input. Please attend this meeting, one of
the more than 150 city-wide that have been held since April to
garner ideas, suggestions, approvals, and directions. You may
preview the plans for the Parkway at www.centercityphila.org
and e-mail your comments after the meeting to
parkway @centerciytphila.org.

Paul R. Levy, a Mt. Airy resident, has earned respect as one of
the most brilliant public administrators for his leadership of the
very successful Center City District. Mr. Levy graduated from
Lafayette College (A.B. History '68) and Columbia University
(M.A. and Ph.D. History 69, *76). He has taught urban studies at
Penn, and political science at Temple and Columbia.

In addition, Mr. Levy has worked with the Philadelphia Of-
fice of Housing and Community Development. the Philadelphia
Parking Authority and University of Pennsylvania Department of
Real Estate.

600 Pine St.
Beautiful Corner Duplex

2 bi-level units
totally rehabbed
brick facade
349k

Brought The Buyer

* 608 ADDISON ST.

Prudential
FOX&ROACH

REALTORS"

~ I’velived and sold real estate
In your neighborhood for 16 years.

Interested in
making a move?

Please Call
ROSEMARY FLUEHR

ﬁ 215-440-8195
W)
-

ROSEMARY FLUEHR, GRI
ASSOCIATE BROKER

89
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From the President

Preaching To The Choir? Or, Maybe Not!

I'm writing this article while flying home
after a two-week vacation in France. I vis-
ited Provence (first time) and Paris (many
times before). An incident in Paris was the
“inspiration” for what follows, but first
some Paris observations.

I've always been a city walker, and
thus I spent much time walking all over
Paris. I discovered that my current role in
our Civic Association has me looking at
cities differently. Some examples:

There are few sidewalk trash cans, but
the streets are very clean. People do not
litter! Parisians walk their dogs every-
where, but there is no dog “poop.” People
pick it up!

I used an outdoor public toilet. The
cost was about 35 cents. It was clean and
efficient, as they are all over Paris. Our
South Street neighbors have been begging
the City for public toilets for years. I don’t
understand why we can’t have them in
busy commercial areas.

Café Nola
Society Hill Civic Association members
are invited to the new Café Nola for cock-
tails and appetizers on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 23. (See “Save These Dates.”).
Welcome back chef Bill Curry and en-
Joy Southern low-country food at its best!
See you there!

Were “U” At “Guru”?2!!

If not, you missed a fabulous and fun
cocktail party at this hip Asian soul food
restaurant at 222 South Street.

About 60 SHCA members sampled
such delicious appetizers as veggie sushi,
salmon mousse. chicken and beef satay,
vegetable quesadillas and chicken
drummettes, while sipping wine and min-
gling with their neighbors.

Many thanks to Manager Marci Oliveri
and Bartender Joe Baker for their hospi-
tality. We are also grateful for the gener-
osity of owners Phillippe Dauphors,
Albert Paris and Mustapha Royussia.

Society Hill Socials

There are no street-level parking lots
and virtually no street-level garages. Pari-
sians do a lot of walking. I didn’t see a
single health club or even a sign for one. |
noticed very few overweight Parisians.

Residences in Paris cannot be taller
than seven stories. Most people live in
apartments. These apartments are often
above retail stores or restaurants. Parisians
wouldn’t have it any other way. Proximity
to everything is one major reason for liv-
ing in the city, Parisian friends tell me. Ev-
ery block has at least one outdoor café.
Some areas have many, many more. °

Now to the “incident.”

On the “Boulevard Des Italiens,” just
past the Paris Opera House, I “bumped
into” a couple from Society Hill. They
were just starting dinner, and I joined
them. We ate at an outdoor café on a street
where there are dozens of them — one af-
ter another. The couple spent much time
telling me about their hours of walking

Name (s):

P g g g———————————

JOIN SHCA NOW!

about Paris the last few days. (In Philadel-
phia, they drive two blocks to the
SuperFresh for a quart of milk.)

I couldn’t help but make the comment
that we were eating at an outdoor café and
they were loving it, yet they were very
vocal and pro-active opponents to the
once planned outdoor café in the
Shambles at Head House. When I re-
minded them of this, their comment was:
“This is Paris, and that was in Philadel-
phia.”

To me, the pleasures of city living
should be the same in Philadelphia, in So-
ciety Hill as they are in Paris, in the Opera
House District.

Do I dare compare Philadelphia to
Paris? Why not? After all, they’ve had
nearly a two-thousand-year head start, and
with enlightened residents, we might be-
gin to catch up.

—Norman R. Tissian
President, Society Hill Civic
Association

Address:

Zip

Phone: Work (_)
New Membership (O

*Additional Contributions: $

Renewal [}
1 Household Membership: $40 Business Membership: $100

Home (___)

*Earmarked for:

Clean-Up Day

Library
Liquor Control

____Town Watch

r-—-—-——-—-—-

{1 Project Sweep Stakes

J Town Watch

[TJ Street Trees/Tenders

I/We would like to work on the following committees:

Historic Preservation/Zoning/Development

Society Hill Reporter
Street Trees/Tree Tenders

Please make your check payable to:
Society Hill Civic Association
Box 3
Philadelphia, PA 19105
Questions? Call 215-629-1288 ¢ FAX 215-625-9914

L—-——-——--—-—-——-———-

See page 12 for information about the
year 2000 membership drive.

NoveMBER 1999
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The $5,000 House Tour

Every spring for over 20 years, Society
Hill residents have opened their homes
and gardens for one of the nation’s most
renowned series of house and garden
tours: Philadelphia Open House.

This May will be the 22nd consecutive
year of sharing our community’s architec-
ture, interiors, and historic preservation
achievements with interested, pre-regis-
tered tour-goers.

Philadelphia Open House Tours are
conducted annually all over the region,
and the program is coordinated by the
Friends of Independence National Histori-
cal Park for the benefit of our cherished
neighbor, Independence Park, as well as
for the direct benefit of co-sponsoring
communities, such as ours.

For example, last year’s tour, chaired
by Martha Levine, yielded a very specific
and generous gift of $5,000 to the Society
Hill Civic Association!

The Society Hill tour, one of the most

During the summer, a ten-foot high hurri-
cane fence went up around a portion of
the McCall School play yard. The purpose
of the fence is to block off an additional
parking area for teachers and visiting
school district personnel.

The children’s play space was elimi-
nated without the knowledge or input of
the School Governance Council, the
Home & School Association, the neigh-
bors, or the Society Hill Civic Associa-
tion.

Concerned neighbors and parents in-
formed the new school principal, Rita
Donatucct, and Furness Cluster Leader,
Arthur Rubin of their opposition to the
erection of a parking stockade in the
children’s play yard.

Working together, parents and neigh-
bors of McCall School developed an alter-
nate plan, with the goal of satisfying the
teachers’ desire for easy, convenient and
guaranteed parking without taking any-
thing away from the students and neigh-
borhood children who use the school
yard.

The plan was presented at a meeting
on September 17 at the school. In addi-
tion to Mrs. Donatucci and Mr. Rubin,
the president of the School Council, the

McCall School Play Yard: Parking Update

popular tours in the entire three-week se-
ries, takes place on May 7, 2000. Co-
chairing the event will be neighbors Linda
Skale and Martha Levine, and they say
that this is a wonderful opportunity to
spruce up your place while sharing the
beauty of your home, garden or fascinat-
ing collection of antiques or art.

Whether you live in a walk-up apart-
ment, an aerie high-rise, a historic row-
house or mansion, please consider
“opening” your residence for the Society
Hill 2000 tour. The program is very well
organized and safe. It’s great fun and a
wonderful feeling to see how our neigh-
borhood sparkles in time for ¢his annual
occasion.

Meanwhile, those who open their
homes for the day get to visit all the
other sites on that tour for free! Call
Linda Skale at 215-238-1040 for more
information and tell her you’d like to
participate.

president of Home & School, the
McCall Representative for the Federa-
tion of Teachers, Mrs. Karen Biddle
and Mrs. Linda Skale who are neigh-
bors and parents, and Mr. Norman
Tissian, president of the Soctety Hill
Civic Association, were present.

The proposal, developed by neigh-
bors, community members and parents
with approval from the Society Hill
Civic Association, utilizes the current
“School District Only” parking areas on
Sixth and Seventh Streets (18 spaces),
better organizes the present teachers’
parking lot on Cypress Street to improve
its operation (48 spaces), and continues
the use of the principal’s parking lot on
Panama Street (6 spaces). The plan pro-
vides the school with a total 72 spaces,
more than enough to meet the school’s
parking needs.

There has been strong sentiment from
the neighbors, the Society Hill Civic As-
sociation and the Historical Commission
to have the parking stockade immedi-
ately removed. Sentiment is equally
strong from the teacher’s union represen-
tatives who refuse to consider any alter-
natives to the fence, even though it was
itlegally erected.

SHCA October Board
of Directors Meeting:

Issues Discussed

* 450 people attended the SHCA

General Membership Meeting
featuring mayoral candidates Sam Katz
and John Street

The boundaries for the 6th District
Police Department have been changed.
The north side of Lombard has now
been annexed to the 3rd District. The
3rd District Mini Station on South
Street is moving to Sth Street and
Passyunk at Bainbridge and the Post
Office is moving to the northeast
corner of 4th Street and Bainbridge.

The hotel at Penn’s Landing is moving
forward. The challenge to using HUD
money for the project will be decided
by the Third Circuit Court of Appeals.
The court is expected to uphold an
earlier decision in favor of the
development.

The DRPA (Delaware River Port
Authority) will present plans to the
community for the Penn’s Landing
Sound and Light Show. Decibel level
checks for this 17-minute light and
pyrotechnic show on the waterfront
must still be conducted. The show will
run from April to October. Plans for
the Tram scheduled for year 2002 will
also be presented.

Mary Sturdivant and Cherry Bombeck
are chairing the local Clean and Green
Committee which will be responsible
for sprucing up the neighborhood for
the Republican Convention. The
Committee, sponsored by Philadelphia
2000, will plan ways to improve the
appearance of the area for the
convention and beyond. To volunteer,
please call office the SHCA office at
215-629-1288.

Correction: On the Important
Telephone Numbers List in the
last issue of the Reporter, the
telephone number for State
Senator Vince Fumo was in-
correct. The correct number is
215-468-3866.
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@es@zzs Unlimited Inc.

J&L Designs Unlimited’s expertise includes:
* Complete interior design
* Kitchen and bathroom planning
* - Custom built-in furniture and closets

We offer design through construction services on every project.

215-355-7237 - fax 215-322-7809

HOTEL “W” DESIGN RESPONDS TO NEIGHBORS’ NEEDS

Plans for the proposed new boutique “W” Hotel, to be lo-
cated at the defunct NewMarket site of Front and 2nd
Streets, between Pine and Lombard, is moving along with
excellent architectural plans that accommodate the desires of
its immediate neighbors.

Representatives from SHCA’s Historic Preservation and
Zoning Committee recently met with the developer’s archi-
tect and attorney to get a close-up look at the scale model of
the new design that responded to requests by residents of the
100 blocks of Pine and Lombard Streets—the neighbors
most likely impacted by the development. These immediate
neighbors met separately with the developers, and we hope
that they are as pleased with the plans as are SHCA’s repre-
sentatives (President Norman Tissian, Richard Bost and
Bemice Hamel).

Specifics about the Society Hill “W” Hotel: it will offer
186 rooms, a high-end spa and a destination restaurant. The
design of the hotel ensures that the hotel rooms will not look
out into the yards or windows of private residences. (Thus,
we believe, the varied privacy, parking and security needs of
immediate neighbors have been ingeniously addressed.)

The hotel will include 20 expensive condominium units,
which will be built at the seven-story end of the building at
Front Street. This “W” Hotel is just one in a new and upscale
chain of boutique hotels that are attracting people in New
York City and San Francisco, among other cities. The new
and beautiful hotel will be a positive and welcome improve-
ment to the neighborhood, replacing the vacant NewMarket
structure with an attractive building that will bring people
and vitality to our corner of the city.

READY TO RENOVATE ?
Are you looking for:

e RESTORATION

e RENOVATION

e GENERAL CONTRACTING

e MAINTENANCE and REPAIRS

Put knowledge and reliability on your side
Architectural experience,uncompromising quality
Commercial and residential customers welcomed
Providing satisfaction and service since 1985

KING CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
e PHONE 215-843-8241 « FAX 215-843-0478

NovemBER 1999 SocieTy HiLt. REPORTER




Prudential Fox&Roach

(Formerly known as Midtown Realty and Jackson Cross)

All Around Society Hill, Featuring...

114 Delancey Street 104-06 Delancey Street
$825,000. $1,295,000.

616 S. Front Street 324 S. 3rd Street
$489,000. $393,000.

Call today for an Appointment to see these
Magnificent Townhomes!!!
210 W. Rittenhouse Square Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 546-0550

SociETy HiLt. REPORTER NoveEMBER 1999



Society Hill Playhouse Celebrates 40 Years

The Society Hill Playhouse opened 40 seasons ago on October
27th. Over the years it has presented more than 300 European or
American plays and shows—from “The Threepenny Opera” to
“The Fantastics™ to “Schoolhouse Rock Live.”

Since its beginnings the Playhouse has developed and trained
countless actors arid technicians, and has led the way in commu-
nity service programming for the Greater Philadelphia region.

The Society Hill Playhouse was founded by long-time Soci-
ety Hill residents, Deen Kogan and her late husband, Jay Kogan.
Deen continues to direct the theater, which is housed in the his-
toric David Garrick Hall, at 507 S. 8th Street. The Playhouse
features two performing spaces; the second-floor Main Stage
and a first-floor Cabaret. For tickets or more information, please
call: 215-923-0210. Now showing:

W Cabaret Theater through 5/21/2000: Lafferty’s Wake

® Main Stage through 1/30/2000: Do Black Patent Leather
Shoes Really Reflect Up?

Short Subjects
[ | Board Treasurer Perry Whyte is taking the lead in
updating The Reporter’s Web site. Please send your com-
ments and suggestions regarding content, appearance, etc.,
to shcivica@aol.com.

] The South Street Headhouse District is currently in-
terviewing for a part-time general office assistant. Com-
puter skills are required; hours and days are negotiable.
Contact Dick Ostrander at 215-413-3713.

®  Correction: Chubb’s Masterpiece Personal Insurance
program is available not only for homeowners insurance;
the program also offers automobile, valuable article and
umbrella coverage. Call 888-862-4822.

The Re-opening of Washington Square

Washington Square Park is once again open to the public. Since
October 30th, neighborhood residents and visitors have been
able to enjoy full use of the grassy areas via the newly paved
paths in the park.

Phase I1, which includes repairing the wall, completion of
landscaping, and the continuing effort to raise funds, will not be
completed until next year. Many issues—such as types of plants,
the necessary cleaning of the monument, problems of the home-
less, disputes concerning the proper procedure for walking
dogs—must still be addressed.

The Society Hill Civic Association hopes that all matters will
be decided with the neighborhood in mind, so that the Square re-
mains a “people’s park.” Once the renovations are finally com-
plete, the Square will be assigned to the National Park Service
for day-to-day operation, maintenance and management. The
Fairmount Park Commission, however. will retain ownership.

For further information, call William Hawkins at 215-592-

8734.
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Please patronize
our advertisers.

Worid renowned dentistry
is just around the corner.

Some patients have journeyed over 7,000 miles to receive
this extraordinary dental care on Washington Square.

GENERAL RESTORATIVE * CROWN & BRIDGE * COSMETIC * IMPLANT DENTISTRY
PERIODONTICS * REMOVABLE PROSTHODONTICS * ENDODONTICS

We invite your call at 215-627-0777. Evening and Saturday hours available.

AN

sf/m/zofy//'(/m(z Dertal

ASSOCIATES, LTD.
604 WASHINGTON SQUARE SOUTH o PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19106

H. Safavi, D.M.D., M.Sc.D. « F. Sanavi, D.M.D., Ph.D. » C. Levin, D.M.D. ¢ G. Chess, DM.D. ¢ J. Chen, D.M.D.

“If you like
saving money
oncar
[nsurance,
giveme

4 honk”

Before the cost of insuring vour car
leaves vou a total wreck, give me 4

beep, a honk, or even asimple phone condo insurance is outstanding.

call. T work hard to come up with From fire and smoke damage to
a quote thats A " - theft, voue protected. Call today
just what voure State for the full storv

dm,mg at. You're in good hands.

We've
o0ne
condo

Because you ve gone condo. And
your condo is your home. Like
our homeowners insurance. our

Jamie Matika, Exclusive Agent
Allstate Insurance Company
126 Lombard Street, Philadelphia, PA 19147
Bus (215) 413-5800 « FAX (215) 413-7038

Society Hill
Civic Association

Board of Directors
Officers

President: Norman Tissian
Vice Presidents:
William Hawkins « Mary E. Sturdivant
Treasurer: Perry Whyte
Recording Secretary: Mark Keener

Directors

Northeast Quadrant
Jim Moss « Portia Bonavitacola
Cirel Magen

Northwest Quadrant
Mark Valentine « Matt DeJulio
Frank Hoban

Southwest Quadrant
Richard Bost * Martha Levine
Joan Tropp

Southeast Quadrant
Deborah Robinson ¢ Barbara Gelman
Becky Stoloff

High Rise Representatives
Hopkinson House: George Compton
Independence Place: Herb Lipton
Society Hill Towers:

Marc Bonavitacola & Bonnie Halda

Repesty Ll

A publication paid for by association
membership dues and advertisers.
Editors
Amy Foran * Bernice Hamel
Cirel Magen « Mary E. Sturdivant

Editorial Board
Matthew DeJulio « Joel Eichen
Bernice Hamel « Bill Hawkins

David Woods

To reach any of the officers or directors
or send a letter or contribution to
The ReporTer, call the office at
215/629-1288, leave your name and
number. and Day Murray, administrator,
will have the director return your call.

You may also write to SHCA at
P.O. Box 3. Philadelphia. PA 19105 or
fax to 215/625-9914
or e-mail at SHCIVICA @aol.com.

Next deadline for the Reporter:
December 20. 1999

SoctETy Hite REPORTER
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*@ , Darts & Laurels g ) NOTICE
o To be included on our e-mail list for future activities,
* Darts to the teachers at send e-mail addresses to joele@earthlink.net, or see
McCall School for refusing to the Society Hill Civic Association’s web site:
consider alternatives to the 10- www.wnwr.com/shca.

foot-high hurricane fence
erected around a portion of the
play yard to provide teachers
with convenient parking.

Founded in 1897

» Darts to the Philadelphia

. . . Catering & Conference Center
Licensing & Inspections

Department for refusing to Corporate Meetings

take the actions necessary to Social Events

have the illegal fence removed. Wedding Receptions
Holiday Parties

¢ Laurels to our neighbors
who provide outdoor night
lighting through the use of light
fixtures, window lamps, lanterns
and candles. Thank you.

You and your guests will enjoy
renowned cuisine and impeccable
service in your choice of seven
elegant private dining and
meetlng rooms.

Call Today For a Personal Tour!
21599252040

Visit Our Website at www.downtownclub.com

The Grand Ballroom

ACROSs FROM INDEPENDENCE HALL AT 6TH & CHESTNUT STREETs, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106

C%ociety Hit D@alty Company, ne

206 douth 3rd Strect o Dhiladelphia, PA 19106
2159259403 o Tax 2159259661

CONFUSED ABOUT THE CHANGING FIELD OF REAL ESTATE?
CALL ON THE PROFESSIONALS WHO OFFER THE BEST IN
PERSONAL SERVICE AND WHO PRACTICE ALMOST STRICTLY

BY REFERRAL. ASK FOR QUR LIST OF IMPRESSIVE REFERENCES!

WATCH FOR THE OPENING OF SOCIETY HILL'S NEWEST ART GALLERY,
SLATED TO OPEN IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF THE NEW YEAR.. BOTH
TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY ART WILL BE FEATURED, AS WELL
AS THE WORK OF LOCAL, UNKNOWN ARTISTS.

NOVEMBER 1999 SocieTy Hi REPORTER 9



Join Us For Clean-up Day, Saturday, November 20

It will soon be time for our fall
Neighborhood

Get your brooms and shovels ready! Our Fall Clean-Up Day is
Saturday, November 20. We can all do a little more to make So-
ciety Hill the cleanest neighborhood in the City.

To help you with the clean-up, brooms and trash bags will be
available at the SuperFresh on 5th Street between Pine and
Spruce, beginning at 8 a.m. The Clean-Up Day flyer, which will
soon be delivered to your home, will let you know where to drop
off filled bags of trash.

We will again be coordinating our activity with the Washing-
ton Square West Civic Association. All those participating in
Clean-Up Day are invited to the traditional luncheon at the
Pennsylvania Hospital, 12:30-1:30 p.m. This is a good chance to
meet your neighbors and make new acquaintances.

DONALD PLINER

TSUBO = PAUL GREEN

318 SOUTH STREET ruiiaceirHia 215 238 1960

L OV EL L

215 487 3747

* CLARKS = LUC BERIJEN

MEPRIST

Society Hill Synagogue Hosts Meeting

Although the Temple at 418 Spruce St. now serves a
congregation of 400 families in the Conservative tradition of
Judaism, it started its life in 1829 as the Spruce Street Baptist
Church.

Designed by a young member of the church, Thomas U.
Walter, it reflects the Italian Revival style and originally sported
two spires capping the ends of the fagade. The spires were re-
moved in a 1911 renovation when the church was converted by
Rumanian Jews into a synagogue.

The rusticated granite first floor exterior and stucco fagade
survived. Then, in 1968, a major restoration began using the
original drawings that were found in the Philadelphia
Contributionship where they were stored for insurance purposes.
Even without the spires, the granite stairway continues to domi-
nate the streetscape as it leads up to the main floor where the
sanctuary is located. o

Later, Walter designed the dome and House and Senate wings
of the United States Capitol.

Thomas U. Walter has other neighborhood buildings to his
credit. Together with William Strickland, he remodeled in 1830 an-
other local house of worship, built in 1760: the Greek Revival
church at 255 S. 3rd St., which since 1904 has served as headquar-
ters for the Episcopal Community Services of Pennsylvania.
Walter also was the architect who, in 1836, designed the Greek Re-
vival building at 212 S. 4th St. which houses The Philadelphia
Contributionship, the oldest insurance company in the U.S.,
founded in 1752 by Benjamin Franklin. SHCA members are wel-
come to tour the synagogue prior to our meeting on November 17.

= TERRA PLANA = DR. MARTENS * NAOT

ECCO » DANSKO = KENNETH COLE

119 S.18TH ST. RITTENHO“SE Row 215 564 4655

S H O E S

70 REHOBOTH AVE. 302 227 6421
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Valuable Benefit for Society Hill
Civic Association Members:

Dear Member:

There has never been a better time to be part of
Society Hill Civic Association. SHCA has partnered
with Nationwide® Insurance to offer a discounted
auto insurance program designed exclusively for
SHCA Members. This special program offers
comprehensive coverage at rates not available to
the general public.

Nationwide is the 4th largest insurer of autos in
the United States and carries an “A+Superior”
rating from A.M. Best. With over $100 billion in
assets, Nationwide provides a full range of
insurance and financial products.

What can Nationwide offer you as a safe driver and
a member of Society Hill Civic Association?
Discounted auto insurance premiums combined
with a convenient and affordable monthly
payment plan.

Members can call Deanna or Chris at the Gannon-
Coyne Agency to find out more about the program.

Gannon-Coyne
Agency
(215) 574-9147

420 Bainbridge St., Suite 203
Philadelphia, PA 19147

Nationwide’
Insurance

Nationwide is on your side.

The Award Winning Team of

MIKE McCANN

“The Real Estate Man”
The Ultimate in

Real Estate Service

2. 0.8.8.8.

This is the best time to sell EVER in Center City!
We NEED homes to selll BUYERS are waiting!

1.8 .8 8.8 1
NEW EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS:

Call for an appointment to sée:
221 Bainbridge %—iv g EVaft! 5 bdrm, 35
bath garden Jac @ car pkg $1,250,000
rm, 4 bath home.
Cuatom kitchen, g‘égmt[y room $1,550,000
426 Pine- Fabulous! 3/4 bdrm, 55 bath, 4 f/p, 2
car pkg, addt’l suite. Won't Last! $795,000
523 Fine St~ Townhousav/ 2 rental apartments!
3 bdrm, 15 ownara unit. Two 1 bdrm
apts on 5rd | Balcony, hiw, c/a  $575,000
11-15 Strawberry- Great Olde City bldg! Office +
2 apts, separate meters, © car pkg $495,000
5. Hutchi rming 2 bdrm, 1 bath
home with ne en & ;yﬁtema $99,000
2.8.8.8 .8 ¢
JUST S0LD! _JUST S0OLD!
1021 Lombard * 414-16 S 7th % 22& Stampers
229 Pine % 513 5. 9th %413 S. 3rd % 327 Fine
* 928 Locust - Sold in 7 DAYSI 621 Lombard
233 S, 6th #1102 %405 S. 2rd %312 Cypress
*801C South Pinek 237 Pinek 99 Pine
*715 Lombard % 102 Delancey % 307 Fine
*308 S. American %412 S. 7thk 116 Cuthbert
1. 8.8.8 8 ¢

CALL MIKE McCANN

* % k%% and his 5 Star Teamikx kT Ak

PRUDENTIAL FOX & ROACH

215-627-6005 * 215-440-8545
www.mccannteam.com
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Your Association Working For You

Historic Preservation &
Zoning Update

Preserving the integrity of our neighbor-
hood is what SHCA's two hard-working
committees—Zoning and Historic Preser-
vation—have been all about for many
years. Although our two committees have
always had a common purpose, the com-
plex process of becoming a city-certified
historic district required that we keep the
two committees separate—until now!

Now that Society Hill has become a
city-protected historic district, we believe
it is in our community’s best interest to
combine the commiittees so as to stream-
line communications among our neigh-
bors, our community association and the
city’s various offices and bureaucracies.

Our new committee will provide direct
service to property owners who plan on
making alterations that involve either zon-
ing issues or historic guidelines. We be-
lieve there is no point in planning
alterations if they do not fit into zoning or
historic district guidelines, or when the
streetscape our community has worked so
hard to maintain would be undermined.

By being a property owner’s first line
of information and defense, our commit-
tee can be of real help to neighbors. This
early-stage of communication can save
homeowners and their representatives
from wasted effort and expense. This
means, in some cases, being in touch with
real estate agents, architects and attor-
neys!

To that end, we are currently restruc-
turing our new committee, and we wel-
come additional members who can
actively participate with us on a regular
basis. This means attending committee
meetings, as well as daytime hearings of
the Zoning Board or Historic Commis-
sion. Working together is the only sure
way to guarantee that the historic beauty
of our neighborhood will be maintained
today and for the future.

Meanwhile, if you plan on making any
changes that will affect the exterior of
your property, please contact either Becky
Stoloff (215-627-4910) or Rick Bost
(215-351-5336). And, if the integrity of
Society Hill is important to you, please
consider joining our team by giving us a
call (at the numbers above). In the next is-
sue of the Reporter, you’ll hear more
about our new committee and our plans.

Neighborhood Pride
Committee

Over 300 copies of the Society Hill Civic
Association’s Preferred List of Contrac-
tors have been sent on request to Society
Hill homeowners over the last 18 months.
Many neighbors are happy to have this re-
source to assist in the selection of contrac-
tors who have a good track record.

As you may know, the list includes
contractors of all kinds who have been
highly recommended by other neighbors.
Need a carpenter, painter, electrician,
plumber or roofer? The list also includes
repairmen for brick and masonry work,
chimneys, HVAC, marble and tile installa-
tion, as well as maintenance for your
street trees.

For your copy, please contact Martha
Levine, 215-629-0727.

Lighting Committee Report
Light Up Earlier Now

Now that our clocks have been
changed to Eastern Standard Time, we re-
mind neighbors who have installed auto-
matic timers on their front doors to reset
them so that the lights will turn on at 5 or
5:30 p.m.

If your light bulb burns out, the timer
will not function, and the red indicator
light will be off. We recommend that you
replace your light bulb with a 2000-3000
hour, 60-70 watt bulb, guaranteed to last
over a year, and available at Home Depot.
To reset the timer, check its directions.

Any questions about lighting in gen-
eral, call Martha Levine at 215-629-0727.
Remember, good lighting is the easiest
and most economical way to keep our
streets safe!

Membership Committee
Membership Drive Underway
By this time, 1999 members of the Soci-
ety Hills Civic Association have received
a dues renewal invoice in the mail. As
stated in the last issue of the Reporter,
there will be NO dues increase for 2000.
If you have returned your invoice with a
check we thank you.

If the invoice is still sitting on your
desk, please mail it today so that we can
avoid the expense of sending you a re-
minder. For those neighbors who did not
join in 1999 or who have never been
members, we hope to reach you shortly
with our traditional brochure highlighting
everything the Association does for the
community. We need support from each
and everyone of the approximately 3300
households and dozens of businesses in
our neighborhood.

Liquor Control Committee
Artful Dodger Re-opens
The Artful Dodger at 2nd and Pine has re-
opened under new management. There
have been no neighborhood complaints as
of press time and Debbie Robinson urges
our patronage.

Town Watch or
Public Safety Committee
Tired of hearing raucous motorcycles
speeding around our neighborhood at all
hours of night?

Let it be known that the South Street
Police Mini-Station has been working
hard to solve the problem. Since July, they
have confiscated 112 motorcycles from
offending drivers who were stopped and
found to be lacking either valid drivers’ li-
censes or registration papers.

In addition, approximately 50 cars per
month are being confiscated from the
South Street area for the same reasons.
These types of actions by the Police Mini-
Station are of obvious benefit to our
neighborhood.

BUSYBODIES

At second floor

) windows,,' Iogk for ]’"ﬁ} } ] ] \rt_—i \
busybody” mirrors, ” It j I
an invention which /(_L_J} I ] l L‘:‘l‘

allows household  |— \
members to see fﬂ;’f ﬁjiT A ] _ .;ﬂ, ‘

from inside who is at {H 'I;E W s LL:‘A i

the doorstep.  —— —dit——i—H
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Letter To The Editor

Although I am a member of the SHCA. 1
was surprised to receive in the US mail to-
day a copy of the September newsletter.

Weren’'t you going to stop mailing the
newsletter to members who live in the big
high-rise condos (as a cost savings mea-
sure) because you were distributing the
publication in bulk in the various build-
ings?

Here in Society Hill Towers, I got the
September edition left at my apartment
threshold, so the mailed one I received
was redundant, and cost 55¢ to mail. Got
to work a bit more on that initiative!

Thanks and keep up the good work.

—Rick Dozor

Dear Mr. Dozor:
Thank you for your concern regarding what
seems to be a waste of postage costs. Over the
years, the SHCA Board was concerned that all
members be guaranteed receipt of every issue
of the Reporter. Because distribution through-
out the neighborhood and in high-rises has
been inconsistent, the Board recently decided
that it would rather be redundant than have any
member miss out on receiving a newsletter.
Therefore, we are suggesting that members
who receive two copies share the extra copy
with a neighbor or friend.

The Editors

>

For professional advice

on selling or buying

a home, turn to

Lolly Crowther LaGreca.

e e e e

Holiday Sale

The Holiday Sale at St. Peter's School, 3rd and Lombard
Streets, will take place Friday through Sunday, December 10, 11
and 12. The proceeds are used for scholarships for students
needing financial assistance to attend the school.

A variety of greens and holiday plants will be available—Christ-
mas trees, wreaths, roping, door charms, mistletoe, poinsettias
and more.

So mark your calendar and plan to buy your gifts and decora-
tions at the St. Peter’s School Holiday Sale.

f FACTORY DIRECT
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - ALL WORK DONE ON PREMISES - 15000 FRAMES IN STOCK

« CUSTOM . READY MADE SHADES
SHADES « MOST SHADES
CAN BE READY IN
* RECOVERS ONE WEEK

EXPERTLY DONE

« ANY SHADE » DECORATORS
COLOR OR SIZE WELCOME

LGA LAMP SHADES

325 N. 13TH ST « PHILA. PA (13th AND VINE)
N 215-922-7746 “ bt J

Lolly’s Experience is Your Asset

o Former owner, Midtown Realty

o Over twenty years real estate experience in Center City
o Center City Residents’ Association President, 1997-99
o Personalized attention and service

Backed by Prudential Fox ¢ Roach

o 113-year-old local, family owned and operated company
o Worldwide reputation and access to buyers

o Home Marketing System means full-page ads, Internet,
Multiple Listings Services and more

# Prudential G
Prudential Fox & Roach Realtors

Suite 406, The Rittenhouse Hotel, Philadelphia

Tel. (215) 546-0550, Direct (215) 790-5638, or e-mail lol@bellatlantic.net,
or visit my web site at www.dream-house.net
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Your Realtor® For
Buying A Home
& Selling A Home

Bari Shor

“Real Estate MatchMaker

e Bari works harder.
e Works smarter.

e Cares and delivers on
your Center City
Home Ownership
dreams.

Call me, Bari Shor, 215-790-5678
Prudential Fox & Roach Realtors®
At the Rittenhouse, 210 W. Rittenhouse Sq., Philadelphia, PA 19103  215-546-0550

e delicatessen
® restaurant
e informal catering
e box lunches
410412 SOUTH ST.. PHILA. PA 19147-1535

215-923-1986 FAX 215-923-2299

— |

AVIS RENT A CAR SYSTEM, INC.

Rosemarile Weilnberg
(215) 629-1333
(215) 928-1082
FAX (215) 627-0385

it ation
37 S. 2nd Street
(Between Market &
Chestnut Sts.)
Philadelphia, PA
19106

Monday-Saturday 8am- 7pm ¢ Sunday 9am - 4pm

226 South St.

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING &
PAPERHANGING

83S2NDSTPHILA /()

MAY WE
BRING SOME
COLOR

INTO
J~ 4

YOUR LIFE 7

(215) 389-7788 %

CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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Noteworthy Neighbors

Celeste and Michael Ayjian
Horse—drawn carriages that ply the streets of Society Hill

often pause in front of the 200-year-old, 3-story house at
Fourth and Spruce that once was the home of America’s fourth
president James Madison and his wife Dolley.

Occupants of the carriages see not only an historic site, but
also, depending upon the time of year, the imaginative decora-
tions that adorn the door and windows and that are the work of
the present owners, Celeste and Michael Ayjian. Variously, there
are Christmas lights, Easter and Thanksgiving montages, Hal-
loween ornaments and other visual delights.

Inside, the fireplaces, the spacious and elegant layout. and the
wood flooring are much as the Madisons would have found them
when they leased the house for 200 pounds a year in the 1790s.
But James, “the master builder of the Constitution,” would have
been startled-—or perhaps as a refdrmer, pleased—if he could see
the 1990s habitation, with its two-car garage, air conditioning
and elevator.

Celeste and Michael have lived in the house for 8 years, being
accompanied along the way by Michael-Aaron, 5, who goes to
nearby St. Peter’s School, and Celeste Simone (Simone), 2.
Celeste, who is originally from upstate New York, owned a pest
control company in Houston before moving to Philadelphia to
marry Michael, a Pennsylvanian who owns a dry-cleaning busi-
ness in suburban Wayne.

The pair, both of whom are of Armenian descent, are active in
the Armenian community. A few years ago they “adopted” a
young deaf boy from Armenia for three months while having
him fitted with a special type of hearing aid from Jefferson Hos-
pital. Celeste serves on the board of the Philadelphia Opera
Company, and the couple enjoy traveling when work and time
permit: last year they rented a villa in Capri.

Says Celeste: “T love this area because it’s homey; it’s big city
but it’s livable and safe. And it has charm and history.”

Certainly, their house has both in abundance. Impeccably fur-
nished and decorated, it features soft colors, tasteful carpeting
and appealing art — including a portrait of its illustrious former
occupant. Too bad those carriage riders don’t get to savor more
than the outside—however attractive—of the Ayjians’ residence.

— David Woods

Roswell Weidner, one of the finest and most well-known
artists in the Philadelphia region, died in his Spruce Street
home. Mr. Weidner was 88 years old and had been an artist
and teacher for nearly 60 years at the Pennsylvania Academy
of Fine Arts.

Mr. Weidner is survived by his wife of 42 years, Marilyn
Kemp Weidner, and his daughters Roslyn Nilson and Janice
Scheckler. A memorial service for Mr. Weidner was held on
October 30 at the Academy of Fine Arts, and a memorial exhi-
bition of his paintings and pastels were on exhibit at the More
 Gallery through November 6th.

Our condolences and thoughts are with Mr. Weidner’s wife
and children. Donations for the Roswell Weidner Scholarship
Fund may be sent to the PA Academy of the Fine Arts, 1301
Cherry St., Philadelphia, PA. 19107. Att: Fred Osborne,
Former Dean, PAFA School.

Residence, Summit, New Jersey, watercolor. 1999

A PORTRAIT OF THEIR HOME

Tor a jfo[z’afay gz//

-

gy Award Zﬁ)z‘nniny Watercolorist

PAMELA SINKLER-TODD

©

Gn/'oy a geauflfu/, persona//zec/ woné—oﬁar/ thal
will become a cherished freirfoom /or generalrons.
Call and discuss with FPamela bow she can
lurn your fome info a masterprece.

7 COA){‘ AFOCAUI'Q s auazﬁzé]e on [‘67(165/.

Fhone 215-925-0646
Emarl- pam/ot/J @uorcenel.com

waw. por '//‘0173@pame[a. com
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Society Hill and Washington Square’s Premier Condominiums
NOW AVAILABLE FOR SALE

Society Hill Towers
200-220 Locust Street
One bedroom, leased for 1 year at
$1,250/month - $110,000

One bedroom, - vy view,upgraded
kltchelso m? $129,900

One bedroom '

D] floor, river
view, 7‘5

- $139,900

Hopkmson House
604 S. Washington Square
Studio with sleag - ) aléove, high

floor, p SV 6w - $89,900

New! One bedroom, high floor,
panoramic view with terrace
$125,000

Independence Place
233-241 S. 6th Street
Two bedroom, den, high floor,
upgraded threz§ ,Yut, new kitchen
& bath, Sver view, balcony
$550,000

Two bedroom and one bedroom
can be combmf Y form a three
bedroom, % Jiigh floor, park
view, upgraded - $550,000

Penthouse three bedroom bilevel
with panoramic city views!
Customized kitchen & bath,
fireplace, terrace - $975,000

Allan Domb Real Estate

Philadelphia’s Largest Luxury Condominium REALTOR®

Telephone: 215-545-1500 Fax: 215-545-1090
1608 Walnut Street, Suite 1303, Philadelphia, PA 19103

Internet Address: www.allandomb.com

Pier 5
7 N. Columbus Bivd.

Two bedroom. Kevel, eat-in-
kitchen, fi SO\J,, 1 car parking
269,900

New! Three bedroom, three bath,
“Skyline Plan,” fireplace, | car
parking included , Ben Franklin

Bridge view - $390,000

Three bedroom, marble floor,
custom k]tcht’"‘)“( fireplace,
one car S ~ing included
$435,000

cwt Hill
RTER

The Society Hill Civic Association
P.O. Box 3, Philadelphia, PA 19105

George F. Koch, Jr.
604 S. Washington Sq #906
Philadelphia, PA 19106

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT http://www.wnwr.com/shca
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