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General Membership Meeting: March 15

3 Major Developments To Be Unveiled

hree major developments now underway will strongly

impact the community. Representatives of each will address
the General Membership meeting on Wednesday, March 15, at
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 3rd and Pine Streets.

Fresh Fields/Whole Foods Markets

Joel Danick, regional vice president for Fresh Fields/Whole
Foods Markets — a nationwide, highly respected, retail food
supplier — will bring a large blow-up of the store currently un-
der construction, and he will address what the company will
bring to the area.

The long-awaited market will replace the failed retail space at
Ninth and South Streets and will join seven other Fresh Fields in
the Philadelphia area. This is a very exciting development for
our community!

W Hotel Group

Another long-anticipated project is the redevelopment of the der-
elict NewMarket space on Front Street between Pine and
Lombard Streets.

Roger J. Zampell, Vice President of Development for
Portman Holdings (the builder for the W Hotel Group), will
present architectural plans for the luxury hotel, spa, restau-
rants, and condominium apartment complex designed for the
location.

For months, owners’ representatives have been negotiating
with immediate neighbors of the project to arrive at feasible de-
sign compromises to ensure a successful development. View the
resulting agreed-upon plans, an example of creative problem-
solving negotiations among neighbors and developers.

Penn’s Landing Light & Sound Shows
More controversial are plans by the Delaware River Port Author-
ity to provide a hundred nights of summertime light and sound
shows, lighted river trams, and entertainment at Penn’s Landing.
Sound monitoring tests are currently being conducted
throughout the neighborhood to anticipate and head off any
problems for residents. David G. Murphy, director of regional
development, will discuss the plans for the shows and trams.
Attend SHCA’s General Membership Meeting and get the
straight scoop from all these planners. Here’s your chance to find
out if the rumor is true that the condominiums at NewMarket
will be priced at $1 million plus. Share your excitement or trepi-
dation.

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT http://www.wnwr.com/shca

Society Hill

...Working Together
For a Better Place To Live

Newsletter of The Society Hill Civic Association

Save These Dates

Wednesday, March 15
General Membership Meeting
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 3rd and Pine Streets
7:30 pm Tour of the Church e 8:00 pm Program

Tuesday, April 4
Presidential Primary Election
Polls open 7:00 am to 8:00 pm
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| Thursday, April 27 - Sunday, May 21 |
| Philadelphia Open House Tours [
| Throughout Philadelphia Metro Region I

For brochure & information:

I Friends of Independence National Historical Park I
I 215-928-1188 I
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Monday, May 1, 6-10
South Street Headhouse District
8th Annual Dinner & Fashion Show
Society Hill Sheraton * $65 per person

Sunday, May 7, 1-5
Society Hill Open House Tour
Self-guided Walking Tour ® $35 per person

Friday, May 5 — Sunday, May 7
Physick House Plant Sale
Physick House Garden
Entrance: Cypress St. between 3rd & 4th
May 5: Noon - 7 * May 6: 10 - 5 « May 7: Noon - 5

SHCA Approves $7,000 for NID Study

Volunteers Needed for Steering Committee

On Wednesday, February 16, the SHCA board of directors unani-
mously approved $7,000 to conduct the first phase of a study ex-
ploring the feasibility of a Neighborhood Improvement District
(NID) for Society Hill. Lawrence O. Houstoun, Jr. and Patrick J.
Henry, principals of the Atlantic Group — urban development -
consultants — have been retained to work with a community
steering committee as they examine the legal issues, collect data
and conduct the needs analysis, right up to the presentation at the
first community meeting.

Jim Moss, a lawyer, SHCA board member and member of the
owners management council for Society Hill Towers, has volun-
teered to head the steering committee. Jim is looking for neigh-
bors who may be in favor or opposed to a NID based on current

Continued on the next page



Volunteers Needed for Steering Committee, continued

knowledge, but who, most importantly, make up a representative
cross-section of the entire community.

Whether or not to form a NID is probably the most significant
initiative ever undertaken by the SHCA. As outlined by Larry
Houstoun, three phases over the next several months will be re-
quired just to determine whether or not to proceed.

The SHCA can elect to halt the process at any point if that
seems the consensus. If all hurdles are passed, the SHCA will
ask our City Council representative, Frank DiCicco, to draft a
bill enabling the formation of the NID. Each year the NID must
present a budget and goals for approval, and the state legislation
has a vehicle to sunset the NID if the community feels it is no
longer meeting its needs.

NIDs may assess property owners up to 5% of their real es-
tate taxes, which can be used to fund extra street cleaning, street-
tree pruning, private security patrols, trash cans or whatever our
community determines it needs, wants or can most benefit from.
If you are wondering how much Society Hill property owners
currently provide in real estate taxes to the city, the number is
over $150 million.

The cost to engage the Atlantic Group for the entire study to-
tals $19,000 — an initial commitment of $1,000, and $6,000 for
each of the three phases. Senator Vincent Fumo, who orches-
trated the Senate bill to establish NIDs, has promised an unre-
stricted grant of $10,000 to be received by May, 2000.
Councilman Frank DiCicco has earmarked $5,000 to help the ef-
fort. SHCA will have to contribute the remaining $4,000 from
the treasury if the entire study is completed.

Letter from PECO to Norman Tissian

Dear Mr. Tissian,

Please be advised that PECO Energy Company will be re-
moving the two poles and transformers from the northeast corner
of 4th and Lombard Streets. The design work has begun and the
construction will be completed by March 15, 2000.

We have installed the necessary capacity to meet the latest
electric demands of the neighborhood and will not be adding any
more poles. I will commit on behalf of PECO Energy that if in
the years to come we find a need to add capacity in this area we
will meet with the leadership of the Society Hill Civic Associa-
tion, the South Street Headhouse District and the First District
City Councilperson prior to beginning any work.

If I can be of assistance to you please contact me at my office
or on my portable telephone (215-519-2000).

Thank you again for you consideration.

— Edward McBride

Jim Moss is recruiting volunteers to serve on the
steering committee to work with the Atlantic Group
in determining whether a Neighborhood Improve-
ment District would benefit Society Hill.

If you are interested or want more information,
contact Jim Moss through the SHCA office:
215-629-1288. You do not need to be a member of the
Association to volunteer (but we would be delighted
o have you join).

Copies of the legislation establishing NIDs are
available from Senator Vincent Fumo’s office:
215-468-3866.

LISTED

600 PINE ST.

Brought The Buyer

210 LOCUST - 12°G™*

I’ve lived and sold real estate
in OUR NEIGHBORHOOD for 16 years.

Interested in
making a move?

Prudential

BEAUTIFUL CORNER
DUPLEX FoX&ROACH
2 BI-LEVEL UNITS REALTORS"
TOTALLY REHABBED
BRICK FACADE Please Call
349K

ROSEMARY FLUEHR
215-440-8195

)
-

ROSEMARY FLUEHR, GRI
ASSOCIATE BROKER
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From the President

Does The Society Hill Civic Association Work For You?
You Bet We Do! Read On!

The next time you are out walking in our beautiful neighborhood,
look up!

Look up anywhere, but especially at street corners. There are
no overhead wires, be they phone, cable or electric in Society
Hill. There are no metal or wood poles implanted at intersections.

Without question, this lack of poles and wires adds to our
neighborhood’s beauty and I had always assumed that there were
laws in place to insure that this tradition would always continue.

I was wrong!

A few weeks ago, I began to receive calls from neighbors.
PECO Energy Company had installed a huge wood pole with two
large transformers at the top, as well as another large support
pole, at the northeast corner of 4th and Lombard Streets. Wires
were strung across Lombard Street. The poles and transformers
were next to a playground for St. Peter’s School and trees had
been uprooted for the poles.

I began making phone calls and discovered that, in fact, there
is no law in place to protect our streetscape. Searches made in the
City Solicitors Office could find no such law.

PECO installed the poles with a license to do so from L&I and
the Streets Department. PECO ignored the process of applying
for approval from the Historic Commission.

PECO must have known that even if what they were
doing might be “legal”, they definitely were violating
the existing landscape and long-standing tradition in
Society Hill. They didn’t care!

The poles and wires were up and they were going to stay. I'm
sure PECO chose the simple solution of using poles and wires be-
cause this is cheaper than going underground. As to the future,
the company sent me a meaningless letter promising to talk to us,
when and if new poles became necessary.

The Civic Association’s Board of Directors agreed that this
was not a satisfactory answer.

Our community, led by SHCA, began to mobilize. Meetings
were held!

Volunteer attorneys checked the city issued licenses that ‘
PECO had used and felt there was enough “in question” that legal
action was warranted. Legal services were offered for free and
SHCA agreed to underwrite expenses.

A detailed plan began to develop where we would seek to have
residents change their electric supplier away from PECO and/or
Exelon, a PECO subsidiary. Discussions were held with high
rises as well as homeowners and the reaction was positive enough
that we believed we could make an impact in PECO’s customer
base in Society Hill.

‘We spoke to neighborhood churches, schools and other Center
City community organizations about joining us in our legal ac-
tion. Reaction was positive.

An aggressive letter writing and telephone calling campaign
was also to begin, both to PECO management and the media.

All these meetings, took place over one weekend.

The following Monday, Councilman Frank DiCicco himself
got involved, and with his strong support PECO agreed to re-
move the poles and wires at 4th and Lombard Streets. DiCicco
promised that trees would be replanted in the holes left by re-
moving the poles.

We won this battle, but the war is not over!

Working with other Center City community groups we now
need City Council to enact a law assuring us this will not happen
again in the future — by any utility!

Our volunteer attorneys are drawing up suggested legislation
and we will aggressively lobby our representatives and at-large
representatives in City Council.

The Society Hill Civic Association organized and led this en-
tire effort. I believe this to be one of our most important neigh-
borhood protection efforts of the past years.

If the Society Hill Civic Association didn’t exist, if we didn’t
care, if we failed to be aggressive when a situation calls for ac-
tion, I'm sure PECO and other utilities would move ahead with
poles and overhead wires in Society Hill!

So if you are not yet a member of our pro-active community
organization, don’t you think it is time to speak up with us and
join the Society Hill Civic Association? Now is the time. Fill out
the coupon on this page and mail it to us as soon as possible.
Make your voice heard!

— Norman R. Tissian

r-—-—_--_—-----—_-—1

: Join SHCA Now!

I Name(s):

I Address: Zip

l Phone: Work (__)

' Home (___)
E-mail

I New Membership ] Renewal []

Household Membership: $40 Business Membership: $100
I *Additional Contributions: $
I *Earmarked for: []Project Sweep Stakes

I [ Town Watch
[ Street Trees/Tenders
I i/we would like to work on the following committees:
___ Clean-Up Day
____ Historic Preservation/Zoning/Development
____ Library

___ Liquor Control

___ Society Hill Reporter
____ Street Trees/Tree Tenders
—___Town Watch

Please make your check payable to:

Society Hill Civic Association

Box 3, Philadelphia, PA 19105

Questions? Call 215-629-1288 » Fax 215-625-9914

| 3 5§ & N K &N B __§N_ |
L-—-_——_-—_--——__-__
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Civic Association VP Bill Hawkins

Steps Down From Board

Shortly after moving to Society Hill, Bill Hawkins read a call for
help in THe ReporTER. He responded by becoming the paper’s
business manager and an occasional correspondent. He then be-
came an active member of the SHCA board, and was involved in
a variety of community issues, including problems associated
with the city’s horse carriage trade.

Bill took on the battle to keep Washington Square partially
open during the recent renovations to the park. With the Civic
Association as a forum, he helped build a coalition of residents
that successfully influenced the Fairmount Park bureaucracy.

William Hawkins was born in Malvern, England. He was 15
when he first visited Philadelphia, when he came to meet his pen
pal, Jeanie. Some years later, the pair met again in London and
this time it was wedding bells. Attracted by the residential and
historical Society Hill mix, Bill and Jeanie moved to Indepen-
dence Place on Washington Square ten years ago.

Now Bill wants more time for distance running. He will re-
main active in the community as he continues.to build his mar-
keting and communications consultant business. We wish him
well and hope that Bill’s wit and wisdom will soon grace these
pages again.

BEAUTIFUL WORLD:

Full Bar - Spectacular Wine List

NW Corner of 6th and Bainbridge

(215) 5920656 - www.creperie-beaumonde.com

Thank you, Welcome Basket donors

For the last few years the Society Hill Civic Association has had
a Welcome Committee that meets and greets new neighbors. If
you know of a new neighbor who has not been welcomed by the
committee, please contact the Committee Chair, Martha Levine,
at 215-629-0727. The Welcome Committee would like to extend
its sincerest thanks to all who have donated the goods and ser-
vices that make our Welcome Baskets so wonderful. They are:

Arden Theatre Company, 40 North 2nd Street
Chef’s Market, 231 South Street
Dickens Old Curiosity Shop, 417 South 2nd Street
Homemade Goodies by Roz, 510 South 5th Street
Italia Ristorante, 318 South 3rd Street
Metropolitan Bakery, 1114 Pine Street
Mums and Pops Confectionery, 932 Locust Street
Old City Coffee, 221 Church Street
& Reading Terminal Market
Philadelphia Chamber Ensemble, Old Pine Church,
400 Pine Street
Philadelphia Sports Clubs, 220-250 South 5th Street
Riff Cleaners, 314 South 5th Street
Sfizzio Restaurant, Society Hill Towers,
237 St. James Place
Soapbox, 1216 Locust Street
Starbuck’s Coffee, 347 South Street
Society Hill Playhouse, 507 South 8th Street
Super Fresh Food Markets, 5th and Pine Streets
Wilma Theatre, 265 South Broad Street
‘Zeke’s Deli, 318 South 5th Street
— Martha Levine 215-629-0727
Welcome Committee Chair

500 DELANCEY STREET
TRIPLE LOT. 48°6” WIDE. MARVELOUS SQUARE
FOOTAGE IN HISTORIC SOCIETY HILL.
New Listing! Soaring ceilings, Formal DR, 3 fireplaces,
8 BR, 6 baths, 3 powder rooms. Magnificent master
suite. Garden + roof deck = balcony.
With 4 car GARAGE!
$1,950,000
JoANNE DAvVIDOW
PrRUDENTIAL FOX & ROACH
(215) 790-5656 direct
Visit my website at www,joannedavidow.com

AVIS RENT A CAR SYSTEM, INC.

Rosemarie Weinberg
(215) 629-1333

Ofde ity Location
37 S. 2nd Street
(Between Market &

Chestnut Sts.)
(215) 928-1082 hestnut
FAX (215) 627-0385 Philadelptia, PA

Monday-Saturday 8am- 7pm ¢ Sunday 9am - 4pm
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Prudential FOx&Roach

(Formerly known as Midtown Realty and Jackson Cross)

All Around Society Hill, Featuring...

114 Delancey Street #1 Willings Aliley Mews
$775,000. $249,000.

705 Walnut Street 500 Delancey Street
$599,000. $1,950,000.

Call today for an Appointment to see these
Magnificent Townhomes!!!
210 W. Rittenhouse Square Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 546-0550
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Valuable Benefit for Society
Civic Association Members:

Dear Member:

There has never been a better time to be part of
Society Hill Civic Association. SHCA has partnered
with Nationwide® Insurance to offer a discounted
auto insurance program designed exclusively for
SHCA Members. This special program offers
comprehensive coverage at rates not available to
the general public.

Nationwide is the 4th largest insurer of autos in
the United States and carries an “A+Superior”
rating from A.M. Best. With over $100 billion in
assets, Nationwide provides a full range of
insurance and financial products.

What can Nationwide offer you as a safe driver and
a member of Society Hill Civic Association?
Discounted auto insurance premiums combined
with a convenient and affordable monthly
payment plan.

Members can call Deanna or Chris at the Gannon-
Coyne Agency to find out more about the program.

Gannon-Coyne
Agency
(215) 574-9147

420 Bainbridge St., Suite 203
Philadelphia, PA 19147

77)) Nationwide’
Q Insurance

Nationwide is on your side.

Restaurant Review: Buddakan
by David Ludwig
Anyone who thinks that Stephen Starr doesn’t know a good
idea when he sees one has never been to Buddakan. Pat-
terned after Buddha Bar in Paris’s chic 8th Arrondissement (by
design or coincidence) right down to the giant gold-painted Bud-
dha, Buddakan could probably succeed on its décor alone.

In fact, the interior space has so many interesting details (the
gauze backdrop behind the bar, imbedded with tiny lights, is a
real hoot as is the under-lit golden onyx communal table), it’s a
credit to the design skills of Starr and collaborators Chris Smith
and Owen Kamihara that the overall effect is harmonious rather
than cacophonous. Speaking of the bar, it is the place to see and
be seen in Old City.

Starters

If you are going to Buddakan for the food, I am pleased to report
that it and the service are much better than they have to be. For
starters, the Thai lobster crepes with shitake mushrooms and co-
gnac-curry sauce (MP) are rich and elegant and not overly hot
(the kitchen is more concerned with interesting flavor combina-
tions than with excessive heat) and the tempura jumbo lump crab
sushi roll ($14.50) is packed with sweet crabmeat.

Other offered starters include pan-seared diver (dry) scallops
with caramelized mango and Asian pear sauce ($11), panko-
crusted oysters with madras curry aioli ($12) and Pacific prawns
wrapped in a crisp noodle blanket with spicy tomato salsa ($16).

Main plates

Main plates also succeed due to interesting flavor combinations
rather than excessive heat. Though described as the hottest item
on the menu by our server, the Asian barbecue pork with cheddar
cheese cornbread ($19) proved to be hearty, not hot.

The special of the evening, seared diver scallops ($26), con-
sisted of perfectly cooked crisp-outside, moist-inside scallops
over tasty Asian noodles and tender tiger shrimp. Alternatively,
you might sample Wabash crusted filet mignon with sweet po-
tato mash ($28), sesame crusted tuna with ginger lemongrass
vegetable salad ($26), duck breast with roast garlic and five-
spice jus ($22) or Indonesian jumbo shrimp with potato latka
and wasabi apple sauce ($24). '

. Desserts.

My picks from the offered desserts are the coconut creme brulee
with banana chocolate fritter and passion fruit sorbet ($8.50) and
malt bombe, a frozen custard with rum truffle and warm butter-

“ scotch apples ($9). Buddakan’s wine hst is international in scope
~ with over a dozen labels. for $40 and undet as well some interest-

ing wines- by the glass :

Buddakan 325 Chestnut Street, 215 574-9440

. Lunch: Mon.-Fri. 11:30 - 1:30

Dinner: Mon.-Thur. 5:30 - 10:30; Fri. & Sat. 5- 11, Sun. 5 - 10:30
Reservations — a very good idea

6 Sociery HiLL REPORTER
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Fall Clean-Up Day — A Great Success!
As most neighbors know, the Society Hill Civic Association
sponsors a community-wide Clean-Up Day in the spring and the
fall. Mark Valentine, committee chairman, and Frank Hoban, co-
chairman, would like to thank those who helped make the fall
1999 Clean-Up Day a huge success.

Block captains’ flyers were distributed on time, and posters
were in place on time, as evidenced by the near total compliance
with parking restrictions.

A big thank you to volunteers Mary Sturdivant, Jim Covello,
David Stevens, Linda Percival, Liza Seltzer, Ann Eiswerth, Liz
Linton, Wally Wing and Sherry Shamansky, Perry White and
Michael Czeredarczuk, Cynthia Eiseman, Larry Meehan, Travis
Poe, David Stevens and Assistant Co-Chair, Marie Hoban.

Bags & Brooms
Thanks to Ruth Valentine, Jim & Janice Hays, Bill Hawkins and
Herb Lipton.

Banners

Thanks to Barbara Rittenhouse, Coordinator. Unfortunately, un-
beknownst to Barbara and the rest of the committee, the poles to
suspend the 5th Street banner had been removed by SEPTA and

the nearest poles were near South Street. Suggestions for a new

place to hang the banner for the upcoming spring Clean-Up Day
are welcome.

City Services

All City Service vehicles and personnel were on time and ready
to go. Streets and Sanitation Supervisor Steve Pankey did a mar-
velous job of resolving a few problems and keeping everything
moving until he and his workers joined us all for lunch.

Lunch at Pennsylvania Hospital

Thanks to Alan & Donna Stiteler, coordinators. As usual, the
community was provided with a superb lunch, this year’s being
the best ever. Thank you, Alan & Donna and volunteers Ron
Meliment, Mark, Claire and Karen Skafte-Keenen, Susan and
Fred Denenberg, Esther and Katherine Bernard and Harvey
Young.

Those of us who had the opportunity to partake of the deli-
cious donated food will certainly patronize the following estab-
lishments:

Bridget Foy’s, Chef’s Market, Dairy Queen, Famous Deli,

Jack Downey’s, Monserrat, Philadelphia Deli, Pietro’s, Pink

Rose, Pizzeria Uno, Pomodoro Pizzeria, South Street Philly

Bagels, Auntie Ann’s, Jon’s Bar & Grill, Crepe Bistro, Jim’s

Steaks and Wawa.

Spring 2000 Clean-Up Day
The date for the spring 2000 Clean-Up Day has not yet been
determined. It will be coordinated with the city-wide clean-
up, which will be held closer to summer to prepare for up-
coming events including the Republican National
Convention. Society Hill neighbors will receive flyers with
information in time to prepare for the spring Clean-Up Day.

The Award Winning Team of

MIKE McCANN

“The Real Egtate Man”

The Ultimate in

Real Estate Service

1.0 6.8.0.9

This is the best time to sell EYER in Center Cityl
1. 8.8.8.8. ¢

NEW EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS:
Call for an appointment to see:
104-06 Delancey- Stunning! 4 bdrm, 3.5 bath,
parking, garden, 2 f/p, family room $1,295,000
241 Monroe- Builder’s home w/ 3 bdrms, 2.5 baths
2 f/p, parking, C/A, open space, garden $650,000
929 Clinton- 7 unit apartment bldg, elegant blockl
2 car pkg, separate electric. Hurryl  $595,000
323 FPine St~ Townha, a@’ rental apartmentsl
3 bdrm, 1.5 b, h !‘vd er's unit. Two 1 bdrm
apts on 3r. ori Balcony, hiw, cla $575,000
716 Pine- 5 unit a b[dg, 1 car garage,
garden, separate e)é@! worTt last! $575,000
11-15 Strawberry- Olde City tri-level office plus bi-
level residence.Sep meters, 6 car pkg  $495,000
Abbott’s Square #540- Reducedt1 bdrm, 1 bath
condo with terrace, parking available ~ $93,900
2506-08 5. 1 iel'l bdrm, 1 bath condo
w/ fip & pa rﬁ ;aewly renovated bldgl $94,900
2.8.0.8.8.¢
JUST SOLD!_JUST SOLD!
* 424 Pine Street- Sold for $1.2 million %
%221 Bainbridge Street- Sold for $1.05 million %
*426 Pine Street- Sold for $762,5600 *

* 228 Stampers % 307 Pine k 312 Cypress
1.8.8.9.8.9

CALL MIKE McCANN

* %k kk and his 5 Star Teamikkkk*k

PRUDENTIAL FOX & ROACH

215-627-6005 * 215-440-86345
www.inccannteam.com
414 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106
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Red, White & Blue, and Green, Too
SHCA Philadelphia 2000 Summer Plans

Society Hill’s neighborhood subcommittee for Philadelphia 2000
met January 26 at Independence Place. Julie Snell, project coor-
dinator of Philadelphia Green for the Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society, attended the meeting to discuss plans for getting the
neighborhood ready for the Republican National Convention,
which begins on July 31.

In addition, the committee considered possible ways to have a
coordinated program to promote Welcome America’s “Show Us
Your Red White and Blue” campaign, which kicks off on Flag
Day, June 14, and runs through the July 4th holiday period.

Under the guidance of chairs Cherry Bombeck and Mary
Sturdivant, the committee is exploring ways to have flowering
hanging baskets on the more than 311 Franklin lampposts on
Spruce, Pine, Delancey and Lombard Streets and Second, Third,
Fourth and Seventh Streets.

Flags would be placed in each basket from Flag Day through
the end of the July 4th holiday and replenished again for the Re-
publican convention.

Watering the baskets is a major concern and various methods
are being explored. Another possibility is to have a community-
wide effort to have flag holders installed and flags available for
purchase at a volume discount for the neighborhood.

If you would like to join the committee or have suggestions,
please call Mary Sturdivant at 215-928-1203.

Your Realtor® For
Buying A Home
& Selling A Home

Bari

; AN Pileggi
heal Estate MatchMaher', R

* Bari works harder.
¢ \Works smarter.

¢ Cares and delivers on
your Center City

Home Ownership

dreams.

Giovannicd Pileggi

SECOND LEVEL
215.568.3040

Pileggi

715 WALNUT ST
215.922.3528

Call me, Bari Shor, 215-790-5678

Prudential Fox & Roach Realtors®
At the Rittenhouse, 210 W. Rittenhouse Sq., Phiadelphia, PA 19103 215-546-0550
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McCall School Parking Fence Update

Last summer, an unsightly, illegal 10-foot-high hurricane fence
was erected around a portion of the play yard at McCall School,
Delancey Street between 6th and 7th. It was learned that the
school had submitted plans to permanently use the fenced-m
portion of the play yard — an
area of approximately 5,400
square feet (60 feet by 90
feet) — for teacher parking.

Neighbors in the vicinity of
McCall and the Society Hill
Civic Association have asked
for the removal of the illegal
fence and have suggested
placement of “moveable fences,” a/k/a pedestrian barriers similar
to those used during City parades for traffic and crowd control
(and seen every morming on the Today Show to contain crowds
outside the NBC building). These moveable fences would provide
a confined space for a teachers’ parking area during school hours
yet would not be a permanent part of the school landscape. (They
could be moved up against the perimeter fencing when school is
not in session.)

The play space would thus be open again for neighborhood
children to ride bikes, skate and play basketball, just as it al-
ways was. Shortly before the Christmas holidays, the cluster
leader, Arthur Rubin, was given a brochure featuring these
fences which he was supposed to show to the School District fa-
cilities people. We have not, to date, received a response from
him.

The Licenses and Inspections Department did cite McCall
School and the School District for putting up the fence and a
violation notice was filed. However, no enforcement efforts
have been made.

When it snowed this winter, the school did not clear Cypress
Street or the original teachers parking lot. Instead, the school al-
lowed the teachers to park in what remains of the children’s
play yard. This led to oil spills from the cars on the macadam,
and forced children to weave their way through moving cars. In
addition, the cars stayed parked in the children’s play yard, par-
ticularly in the basketball court area, after the snow was gone.
Neighborhood children could not use the basketball court.

Recently, patients and visitors of Pennsylvania Hospital have
begun to use the stockade for parking on weekends and after
school hours. Neighbors also reported that leaves, trash and debris
were not cleared from around the perimeter of the stockade, creat-
ing an unsightly appearance. We will continue to work to have the
illegal fence removed and to regain the play area meant for the

New Post Office in Our Neighborhood!

After many requests, the US Postal Service has opened
a branch in our neighborhood, on the northeast corner of
4th and Bainbridge. Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:30 am to
5:00 pm; Saturday: 8:30 am to 2:00 pm. Note: If we don’t
‘use this Post Office we will lose it!

Success is measured in sales.

In Society Hill
Real Estate

One name. One call.

Izzy Sigman.

Outstanding service and results.
Every time.

Examples of recent sales:
223 Pine Street

220 Delancey Street
729 Bradford Walk
#225 Pier 5

424 Pine Street
133 Pine Street
214 Pine Street
#8 Blackwell Place

Call Izzy Sigman today.

Direct dial (215) 972-7302
Main Office (215) 569-8200
Pager (215) 306-2864

Fax (215) 972-0686

Albert M. Greenfield & Company, Inc.
1880 John F. Kennedy Blvd.

Philadelphia, PA 19103
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Welcoming a New Museum in Our Neighborhood

The National Liberty Museum, dedicated to combating violence
and bigotry by celebrating America’s heritage of freedom, for-
mally opened its doors on January 12, 2000. The city’s newest
museum is located at 321 Chestnut St., just three blocks east of
Independence Hall in the heart of Philadelphia’s most historic
square mile.

Using computer interactives, videos and thought-provoking
exhibits, the museum honors more than 350 people who have
achieved extraordinary accomplishments by standing up to ineq-
uity and injustice and reaching out to hélp others. Each of the
museum’s seven galleries is enhanced with fine art, including
over 90 paintings, bronzes and contemporary glass sculptures
that are used as a metaphor for the fragile nature of liberty.

The museum maintains an education center that provides re-

source materials for teachers and features several exhibits geared
toward young people. “This museum is intended for visitors of
all ages, but is designed to speak especially to young people,”
said Irvin Borowksy, the museum’s founder and chairman and a
Society Hill neighbor. “We want them to know that heroism isn’t
a rare quality that only a limited few possess, but rather some-
thing we can all achieve if we support our country’s principle of
freedom and participate in the betterment of our society.”

The nonprofit National Liberty Museum is now open to the
public Tuesdays through Sundays, from 10 am to 5 pm. Admis-
sion is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors and $3 for students. Group
rates and evening hours are available. For more information, call
215-925-2800 or visit the museum’s Web site at:
www.libertymuseum.org.

Philadelphia Open House Tours 2000: Society Hill Always a Favorite

Now in its 22nd consecutive year, the first Philadelphia Open
House Tour program, coordinated by the Friends of Indepen-
dence National Historical Park, began right here in Society Hill.
From its inception these walking tours of Society Hill have al-
lowed people to look behind usually closed doors of selected
homes, gardens and notable places. The program was a great
success, and it has spawned what is now one of the most recog-
nized tour programs nationally.

This year the series of tours throughout the Philadelphia re-
gion begins on April 27th and continues through May 21st. If
you are interested in joining any of 39 different tours — some of
which are guided motorcoach excursions and others which are
simply self-guided walking tours — call the office of the Friends
of Independence to receive a descriptive brochure in the mail:
215-928-1188. Remember to register early to guarantee a place
on the tour(s) of your choice, because space is limited on all
tours.

Along with several newly created tours that promise surpris-
ing directions, the most popular and “old favorite” tour is, of
course, the tour of Society Hill. Scheduled for Sunday, May 7th
from 1 - 5 pm, this season’s selection of homes includes historic
townhouses, as well as contemporary homes designed by re-
nowned architects.

Behind the pristine, harmonious streetscape of our beloved
neighborhood, visitors on this self-guided walking tour will have
the opportunity to see a dazzling variety of furnishings, art and
antiques and delightful gardens. The price per person is $35, and
this includes a break for refreshments. Interested in seeing what
your neighbors’ houses are like? Call 215-928-1188 to register.

By the way, if you would like to show off your home for the
benefit of both Independence Park, as well as the Society Hill
Civic Association, please phone our local coordinator, Linda
Skale, at 215-922-6352. (Showing off your home is a great in-
centive to attack any of those unfinished projects you’ve been
meaning to do.)

Last year our community’s generosity yielded a $5,000 profit

for the Civic Association. Another benefit is that showcasing our
neighborhood is an incentive to spiff up the streetscape with |
flower baskets and other decorative items. We hope you can join
us as either a tour-goer, a host or hostess at a home site, or as one
willing to open the doors to your home for a good cause.

Department of Home Care
Watch Out For Ice!

Did you have ice forming on the outside of your downspout dur-
ing the recent cold spell?
If so, your downspout and the drain into which it leads are

probably clogged. Leaves and other de-
bris from your roof, if not removed
ec each spring and fall, can collect in the

pipes, thereby preventing the water
from your roof from flowing smoothly
through.

Overflowing water not only freezes
in the winter forming icicles, but also
freezes within the downspout where
the ice can expand and split the pipe

your home.

If clogging seems to be a problem, clean the accumulated de-
bris out of your gutters. If you need the name of a reliable con-
tractor, the Society Hill Civic Association maintains a list of
contractors who have satisfactorily worked for Society Hill
neighbors. If you would like a copy of the list of contractors,
contact Martha Levine: 215-629-0727.

seams. Overflowing water can damage
brick walls, wood cornices and even
the interior plaster walls and ceilings of
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Neighbors & Businesses United:
South Street Headhouse District Celebrates

The South Street Headhouse District has scheduled its 8th Annual Dinner for
Monday, May 1, at the Sheraton Society Hill. The theme is “Neighbors &
Businesses United” and the entertainment will be a South Street Fashion Show
that will knock your socks off! We hope that this season’s dinner will again
bring merchants and nearby communities together for this celebratory, get-to-
know your neighbors experience. Price per dinner and entertainment is $65 per
person. Call the District office for tickets or more information: 215-413-3713.

World renowned dentistry
is just around the corner.

Some patients have journeyed over 7,000 miles to receive
this extraordinary dental care on Washington Square.

GENERAL RESTORATIVE * CROWN & BRIDGE * COSMETIC * IMPLANT DENTISTRY
PERIODONTICS * REMOVABLE PROSTHODONTICS * ENDODONTICS

We invite your call at 215-627-0777. Evening and Saturday hours available.

7ASSOCIATES LTD.
604 WASHINGTON SQUARE SOUTH » PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19106
H. Safavi, D.M.D., M.Sc.D. « . Sanavi, D.M.D., Ph.D. ¢ C. Levin, D.M.D. = G. Chess, D.M.D. » J. Chen, D.M.D.

realtors
D

®922-4200

OPPORTUNITY

226 South St.

Society Hill
Civic Association

Board of Directors
Officers

President: Norman Tissian
Vice President:
Mary E. Sturdivant
Treasurer: Perry Whyte
Recording Secretary: Mark Keener

Directors
Northeast Quadrant
Jim Moss * Portia Bonavitacola
Cirel Magen

Northwest Quadrant
Mark Valentine ¢ Matt DeJulio
Frank Hoban

Southwest Quadrant
Richard Bost * Martha Levine
Joan Tropp

Southeast Quadrant
Deborah Robinson * Barbara Gelman
Becky Stoloff

High Rise Representatives
Hopkinson House: George Compton
Independence Place: Herb Lipton
Society Hill Towers:

Marc Bonavitacola & Bonnie Halda

S ociet vk ty Hill
Published by
The Society Hill Civic Association
P.O. Box 3, Philadelphia, PA, 19105
Phone 215-629-1288 Fax 215-592-4239

E-mail shcivica@aol.com
http:www.wnwr.com/shca

Editors
Amy Foran * Bernice Hamel

Editorial Board
Ruth Brill « Bernice Hamel » Cirel Magen
Mary E. Sturdivant « David Woods

Contributors
Bernice Hamel * Martha Levine
David Ludwig * Liza Seltzer
Rebecca Stoloff ® Mary Sturdivant
Norman Tissian « Mark Wade

Business and Advertising
William Hawkins

Marca 2000 Sociery HiLL REPORTER

11




Independence Library Branch

The Independence Branch of the Free Library of Philadelphia,
located in 9,000 square feet of first-floor space at the Balch Insti-
tute for Ethnic Studies, 18 South 7th Street, is on schedule to
open this fall. A fund-raising committee has been formed to en-
sure its collection of materials is world class.

When the library opens, it will feature six-day-a-week service
during the school year, 12 networked computers, a special area
for teens and a preschool center with a magic garden theme de-
signed to capture the diversity of the community. A new meeting
room, containing audiovisual equipment, will also be available.
In addition, the branch will be the first to feature self-checkout
technology.

Slated for Fall 2000 Opening!

“This library will be a showcase branch,” said Liza Seltzer,
Society Hill Civic Association member and chair of the East
Philadelphia Coalition for a Free Library Branch. “We want the
collection to be as exceptional. Our goal is to raise $230,000 to
augment collections that take into account the area demograph-
ics. For instance, we would like to enhance the Library’s Asian,
children, and gay and lesbian collections. So much happened in
this area of Philadelphia, special emphasis on an American his-
tory collection would be great.”

Businesses and individuals in the communities surrounding
the new Independence Branch who would like to contribute can
contact Liza at 215-625-7995.

P
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC » ALL WORK DONE ON PREMISES ¢ 15000 FRAMES IN STOCK

* CUSTOM
SHADES

* RECOVERS
EXPERTLY DONE

+« ANY SHADE
COLOR OR SIZE

.

LGA LAMP SHA

325N. 13THST. « PHILA. PA (13 AND ViNe)
215-922-7746 °o'sy aronrment

+ READY MADE SHADES

*« MOST SHADES
CAN BE READY IN
ONE WEEK

* DECORATORS
WELCOME

DES

J

o

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING &
PAPERHANGING

833 S2ND ST PHILA

MAY WE
BRING SOME
COLOR
INTO
YOUR LIFE ?

(215) 389-7788

CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

ACROSS FROM INDEPENDENCE HALL AT 6TH & CHESTNUT STREETS, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106

== = THE e
Down Town Club
Founded in 1897

Catering & Conference Center

Corporate Meetings
Social Events
Wedding Receptions
Holiday Parties

You and your guests will enjoy
renowned cuisine and impeccable
service in your choice of seven
elegant private dining and
meeting rooms.

Call Today For a Personal Tour!
215492522040

Visit Our Website at www.downtownclub.com

The Grand Ballroom
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Now -

insurance
protection
and advice
that's right
for your

needs! ﬁ
2%

Members of the Society Hill Civic
Association benefit from convenient
hours - discounted premiums for:
Houses # Condominiums # Rented
apartments # Vacation Homes
Automobiles # Boats # Jewelry

Art = Antiques 3# Collectibles

As a member of the Society Hill Civic Association,
you have access to the Masterpiece Personal
Insurance Program, an innovative approach to
personal insurance offered by Chubb Insurance
Solutions. To learn about this program and the
discounted premiums,

call 1 888 862 4822
Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Chubb is the premier insurer of fine homes, autos,
art, and antiques. Get sound advice and answers
that meet your insurance needs. Learn about
coverage choices many don't know exist-and at
discounted premiums for SHCA members.

This special program is brought to you only by
Mather & Co., your local Insurance Broker,
ready to assist you in all your insurance needs.

MATHER & CO.

226 Walnut Street Philadelphia, PA 19106
el : 215-925-0118  Fax : 215-351-9012
web: www.mather-co.com

Trust our experience as insurance brokers since 1873

268 S. Third St., watercolor, 1999

A PORTRAIT OF YOUR HOME
%

gy Award Zﬁ)jnniny Watercolorist

PAMELA SINKLER-TODD
B

Enjioy a beautsful, personalized work-of-ar! that

will become a cﬁeﬂsﬁeaf ﬁeu'/oom for yenez’a/zons
Gall and oéscuss wn‘ﬂ Tamefa é’ow she can

furn yourﬁome ; ;i /erpzece

A color grocﬁ ureis czuaz[a[;/e on reyues/

’%o}zé 215-925- 06‘46 5
8ma1[ pam/cx/J @oozcene/ com
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Society Hill: From a Local Developer’s Perspective
By Mark Wade

Just 13 short years ago, upon my arrival to Philadelphia, I came
to discover Society Hill. Having never seen a “row” home be-
fore, I was intrigued by the attraction that many seem to have for
this historic neighborhood of houses which lacked amenities that
I'had always taken for granted: driveways, front lawns and new
construction.

As a new resident in Philadelphia I began making my living
selling real estate, which I continued to do for eight years. I then
turned my knowledge of local real estate into development, since
I saw an opportunity to create new living spaces out of the avail-
able stock of wonderful older, but often deteriorating homes in
Center City. Soon I began to focus on my favorite part of town,
Society Hill. T have invested millions in the Society Hill area,
and will continue to do so because the market for this neighbor-
hood remains strong. Here is what I see happening ...

It seemed that in Society Hill’s revival during the 1960s,
many single-family homes were converted into multi-family
dwellings, as the rental market presented itself as the “highest
and best” use for these buildings. I don’t see this as being the
case any longer. Personally, I have been responsible for taking .
houses with a total of 16 rental units and converting them back
to five single-family homes. The other homes I had purchased in
the neighborhood were already existing single-family dwellings.
Thus, “highest and best” use for many Society Hill homes in
“A” locations is for single families. I see that trend continuing
for a long time to come. This trend is fueled by a number of fac-
tors.

First of all, the 2000 census predicts Center City to be the
only community in Philadelphia that will increase its population
over the next ten years. There’s simply more demand for housing
in town! The next reason is the improvements we have seen ev-
erywhere in the past decade.

Just look at the progress: our bond rating is high, the Republi-
can National Convention is coming, the streets are clean, the ho-
tel industry is booming, and tourism is a central focus of local
government. Big cities as a whole are now more favorable in the
eyes of buyers nationwide, and livability of our fair city is per-
ceptually at a high. Time can’t erase the headway that we have
made - not easily anyway!

But demographics is what I see as the biggest factor that will
continue to escalate the value of Society Hill for now and for the
next several years! After World War II, families abandoned city
life for the greener pastures—that is, the suburbs—as though
they were leaving a sinking ship. And come hell or high water,
they weren’t coming back!

These Baby Boomers are now Empty Nesters. And, unlike
their parents, they don’t hold anti-city sentiments or prejudices.
Besides being more open to city life, (remember: we’re talking
about the groovy, mid-60s, young adult “mod” set here), these
folks see their suburban (empty nesting) friends make the move
back to where the action is — Center City Philadelphia. And,
now that their kids are grown and gone from home, they don’t
need those five-bedroom ranchers in Bala.

These are the folks who are fueling the demand for Center

. City living. Generally they are more affluent than their parents,

and they look to spend their new-found freedom where perceptu-
ally, and realistically, things are happening! It is now the “in”
thing to do....thus, the demand for single-family, upscale housing
is strong.

Back in the late 1980s and early 1990s, when the market was
soft, the $200,000 and under homes moved at a slow but steady
pace. Young doctors and lawyers working in town were the core
of this buying population at that time—as everybody needs a roof
over their head. But the upper level homes—primarily in Society
Hill— didn’t attract these upwardly mobile home buyers, because
who the heck wanted to live in town in those days? Only the rare
individual. Which means that houses in the $500,000 price range
were dead. You couldn’t give away a home of that kind at that
time!

But now, with the city being on the move as it is, with Baby
Boomers now becoming Empty Nesters, the idea of city living
has become fashionable. The demand for the $500,000 house is
now the strongest segment of our market here — with multiple
offers for a single residence, and buyers paying above the asking
price. This is now more the norm than the exception!

Today, the latest trend is that perspective home buyers are
even purchasing multi-unit buildings and converting them back to
single-family dwellings. This trend is occurring not only among
developers seeking profits, but also by people who need homes to
live in - the benchmark of a strong real estate market.

Today the hottest ticket in town seems to be the high-end mar-
ket. During the period of 1988 through 1996, not a home in Soci-
ety Hill sold for more than $1 million (to my knowledge). But in
the past few years we have seen almost a dozen of these high-end
properties passing hands.

And guess who is buying them? That’s right! Suburban Empty
Nesters as well as—here you may be somewhat surprised— the
20 to 30 something set. Another group which we have seen in-
creasingly here is the transferee set. No longer do these corporate
transferees automatically move to the suburbs. They don’t want
to spend hours of every day driving on the expressway for the
amenities found in Center City—fine restaurants and shops, the
orchestra & theater, etc. Therefore, Center City is now their first
and usually their only stop. They find our town to be clean, safe,
appealing and livable, which they did not perceive as few as ten
years ago.

Do we have a reason to be optimistic? You bet we
do!...Incidentally, my current restoration project will transform a
historic house at 264 S. 3rd Street into a wonderful home. Inter- -
ested? Call me at 215-546-8228.

Please patronize
our advertisers.
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READY TO RENOVATE ? e delicatessen

Are you looking for: ® restaurant
e informal catering
e RESTORATION e box lunches
+ RENOVATION L T e, e
o GENERAL CONTRACTING
¢ MAINTENANCE and REPAIRS

Put knowledge and reliability on your side

Architectu.ral experie'nce, ancompromising quality .PAPERWORK gg:é?éfn with bill & claim

Commercial and residential customers welcomed WIZARD .

o . i . . Organizes & developes

Providing satisfaction and service since 1985 paperwork systems
Rear(anges use of space

KING CONSTRUCTION COMPANY Wordprocessing
Research assignments

o PHONE 215-843-8241 ¢ FAX 215-843-0478 Additional Services

) Available
215.923.1477
"The at-home personal business assistant"

Lolly’s Experience is Your Asset

o Former ownet, Midtown Realty

u Over twenty years real estate experience in Center City
o Center City Residents’ Association President, 1997-99
u Personalized attention and service

Backed by Prudential Fox & Roach

a 118-year-old local, family owned and operated company
o Worldwide reputation and access to buyers

2 Home Marketing System means full-page ads, Internet,
For professignal advice Multiple Listings Services and more

on selling or buying

W 3 FOX&ROACH
@ Prudential gghss

a home, turn to
Prudential Fox & Roach Realtors

Loﬂy Crowther LaGreca. Suite 406, The Rittenhouse Hotel, Philadelphia
Tel. (215) 546-0550, Direct (215) 790-5638, or e-mail lol@bellatlantic.net,
. or visit my web site at www.dream-house.net
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Society Hill and Washingtbn Square’s Premier Condominiums

Society Hill Towers

Two bedroom and den, majestic -
panoramic river, bridge and south =

Master Bedroom

views, hardwood floors, state-of- : e
E_E

the-art kitchen, highly customized
$565,000

Society Hill Towers - 1 bedroom, upgraded
kitchen - $125,000

Pier 3 - 2 bedroom, 2 bath, terrace, eat-in
kitchen - $240,000

Pier 5 - 2 bedroom and den, deck with river
view, one car parking included - $350,000
Pier 5 - 3 bedroom, den, 31/2 bath, 1 car
parking, fireplace - $389,900
Independence Place - 2 bedroom and den,
corner unit, 21/2 baths, balcony - $460,000
Independence Place - 2 bedroom and den, 2
bath, terrace - $675,000

ALLAN DOMB REAL ESTATE

Philadelphia’s Largest Luxury Condominium Realtor
Telephone: (215) 545-1500 Fax: 215-545-1090
1608 Walnut Street, Suite 1303, Philadelphia, PA 19103
Internet Address: * www.allandomb.com

%%cwt Hall
RTER

The Society Hill Civic Association
P.O. Box 3, Philadelphia, PA 19105

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT http://www.wnwr.com/shca




