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Society Hill Opens Houses To Republicans
The Society Hill Civic Association and Friends of Independence
National Historical Park are planning a special Open House
Tour of selected Society Hill homes and gardens during the Re-
publican National Convention, scheduled for Tuesday, August
2. Our primary target audience will be the 4,000 delegates and
families who will arrive July 30 to stay at 50 hotels in Philadel-
phia and surrounding areas, but the Open House is open to all,
even area residents.

As in the May Open House Tour, Society Hill Civic Associa-
tion will benefit by receiving 60% of proceeds from the tour.
Therefore, this event will bring funds to enhance our commu-
nity, as well as the Park. :

Tour coordinators Linda Skale and Martha Levine are look-
ing for volunteers to monitor houses on the Tour. If you are in-
terested, phone Martha at 215-629-0727 as soon as possible.

The Open House, scheduled for 1-5 pm, costs $40 per per-
son. To pre-purchase tickets, call the Friends of Independence at
215-928-1188, or you can buy them at the Park’s Visitor Center
(31d & Chestnut Streets) or the Kosciuszko House (3rd & Pine
Streets) from 1-4 P.M. that day.

Ours is a unique tour — the only one offering a visit to pri-
vate houses. We expect an enthusiastic response. If you would

like to be a part of this amazing event as a house sitter, monitor,
please phone. Let’s show the Philadelphia most outsiders never
get to see. — Martha Levine

Respecting Washington Square

Washington Square is arguably our nation’s most hallowed mili-
tary site. It is the largest burial site for General Washington’s
army. It was referred to as Potter’s Field, where soldiers who
died from wounds and illness in the nearby British prison and
Pennsylvania Hospital were buried. As such, symbolically repre-
senting all who died during the Revolutionary War, Washington
Square is the site where blood was first shed in the name of
American self-determination and American values.

The eternal flame was installed in 1976 at the Tomb of the
Unknown Revolutionary War Soldier to memorialize their
memory. As we all appreciate, without their ultimate sacrifice,
there would not have been a Constitutional Convention in 1787,
and the Declaration of Independence would have been just an-
other historic footnote.

What makes their inestimable contribution even more impres-
sive is that they joined not only an under-funded army, but
against the mightiest military power. To have lost to King
George III meant being branded a traitor. It likely meant losing
one’s life and property and placed one’s family in jeopardy.

Through the efforts of community organizations and Con-

Continued on page 4
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Clean-Up Day Parking Alert

For Clean-Up Day, Saturday, July 22, please note the following
parking regulations for all Society Hill streets and obey the no-
tices that will be posted, most likely the evening before.

If your street has designated parking on only one side, please
move your car to the opposite side before 6 A.M. until 3 PM.
that afternoon. After 3 P.M., you must re-park your car to the
usual side of the street.

For streets that allow parking on both sides, one side will be
designated as “no parking” from 6 A.M.-3 P.M., and that side
will be posted with a notice. Please move your car to the oppo-
site side of the street until 3 PM. that day.

Cars that are not moved before 6 A.M. as instructed will be
towed at no fee by the City. For streets with one-side parking
only, you must move back your car to its usual side. If your car
is on the “wrong” side after 3 PM., you will be fined, towed and
will have to pay a towing fee.

Hide-and-Seek is no fun when you car is parked a long dis-
tance from where you last saw it.

Clean-Up Day Volunteers Needed

Frank Hoban and Mark Valentine are chairing a special Clean-

_Up Day, July 22, from 6:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. To volunteer,

please phone Frank: 215-592-3245 or Mark: 215-923-9943.
They really need you.

Save These Dates

Thursday, July 20, 2000, 5:30 P.M.
Philips Court Townhouse Ground Breaking
3rd & Lombard Streets
215-735-7475
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1:30 to 4:00 PM.
Phone Msgr. John Sharkey: 215-923-7930

Tuesday, August 1
Society Hill House and Garden Tour
For Republican Conventioneers
Please phone Martha Levine 215-629-0727

L_—_--_-____——-_-——




Letter to the Editors

Dear Editors:

I read with a little amusement in the latest issue of the Society
Hill Reporter the article concerning the uproar over the illegal
fence recently installed in the parking lot of the McCall School.
The article seems to imply that only neighborhood children use
this area for play. However as someone whose bedroom window
directly overlooks this play area I believe I have a little more in-
sight into the real problem, which really has nothing to do with
the unsightly new fence. In fact, how is this new fence any dif-
ferent from the fence, which already borders the schoolyard?

The fact that my neighbors consider the fence unsightly
seems to me completely irrelevant in the face of a much larger
problem with the schoolyard. T am astonished that they seem to
be completely unaware or perhaps ignore the after-hour activities
in the schoolyard.

More to the point, the problem really lies with the use of the
schoolyard after school hours and on weekends. In the five years
at living at Spruce Street, I have been rudely awakened from
sleep at all hours of the night and morning from children playing
basketball. T do not know about you, but hearing the continual-
thump, thump of a bouncing basketball at 3 o’clock in the morn-
ing (or 11 PM or 5 AM, etc.) on Sunday is enough to drive you
insane with anger. These are not children who are playing, but
adolescents and adults. This is the case nine times out of ten.

These “children” usually drive up and park in the lot reserved
for teachers on Cypress Street and proceed to play. as if they are
alone in the world, with no consideration for the noise and dis-
turbance they produce.

The disturbance is not limited to only basketball playing since
they deem it necessary to play their car stereos at volumes,
which rattle my bedroom windows. The basketball players are
not the only ones guilty of this, since weekend revelers heading
for South Street find that the parking available in the Cypress
Street lot very convenient indeed.

As you can imagine it is not a pretty sight (or sound) as they
return to their cars to have a final drink and smoke some illegal
substance before they move on to the next party. Believe me that
1 have witnessed and smelled this more times than I care to re-
member.

Numerous calls to the police rarely solve the immediate prob-
lem since this is a low priority. Discussions with the district cap-
tain always result with the statement that the police force is
understaffed and they will do what they can. In all fairness I
must commend the police since they usually always respond to
the call albeit a little late.

More often than not the warnings from the police officer go
unheeded, and the kids continue with their game. A second and
sometimes a third call is necessary. That is the infuriating part. I
commend the SHCA for wanting to regain the play area meant
for the children. However, perhaps, it would be appropriate for
the SHCA to look into who actually uses the yard and to realize
what really goes on behind the unsightly fence.

Editors’ Note: This letter was signed, but our neighbor has asked
that we not print his name to prevent harassment.

JUST LISTED

523 CyPRESS STREET
Unique and
Charming Restored
Carriage House with
GARAGE & GARDEN
299K

Prudential

FOX&ROACH

I’ve lived and sold real estate
in OUR NEIGHBORHOOD for 16 years.
For a market
analysis
of your home

Please Call
ROSEMARY FLUEHR

215-440-8195

ROSEMARY FLUEHR, GR}
ASSOCIATE BROKER

|
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Society Hill Mugger At Large

On Saturday, June 3, 2000, at just after 3:00 A.M., a 21-year-old
girl frantically knocked on our door and rang our doorbell. We
let her in to find out that she had been robbed, severely beaten
and sexually molested, although thankfully not raped.

Her life had been threatened repeatedly by the perpetrator,
who ended up putting his belt around her neck to force her to do
his wishes. This happened off of 4th Street, in a small parking
area. The perpetrator was stocky and white with brown hair, and
wore jeans.

The good news is that the police responded in under five min-
utes and in massive force after we phoned 911. I stayed with the
young lady at the crime scene until she was taken to the hospital
by the police.

I was extremely impressed with the aggressiveness and inten-
sity of the police response that night. Officers were flat out run-
ning in all directions in an attempt to apprehend this creep.
Unfortunately, they were unable to capture him. The Special Vic-
tims Unit detective who interviewed us the next morning be-
lieves that they may have DNA evidence from the perpetrator,
but it will be useful only if he is apprehended for something else
and analyzed.

The lot requires better lighting by a substantial magnitude. To
fail to better light this area would be negligent, in our view.

As a final bit of good news, this brave young lady, fully be-
lieving that she was about to die, defended herself with vigor.
The creep was injured by her in a manner that only a man can
fully appreciate, ran off, and we hope will never be the same.

The assailant is described as a white male, 25-35 years old, 5’
5" tall, with short brown hair, clean-shaven, fair complexion and
regular features.

Please relay any information to the Special Victims Unit 215-
685-1180, 1181, 1182.

The Police are always happy to meet with groups to teach
about street safety.

— Chandler Joyner

Conway Repairs

FOR: CARPENTRY REPAIRS

FOR: DOOR & LOCK REPAIRS

FOR: TILE REPAIRS

FOR: DECK & PATIO REPAIRS

FOR: SUSPENDED CEILING REPAIRS
FOR: NEW TILE INSTALLATIONS

FOR: BROKEN WINDOW REPAIRS

FOR: REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

FOR: FENCE REPAIRS & ALIGNMENT
FOR: REGROUTING OF SHOWER WALLS
FOR: PAINTING - EXTERIOR & INTERIOR
FOR: DOORBELL & INTERCOM REPAIRS

215-227-1276

St. Peter’s Church

an Episcopal Church
in the heart of Society Hill
at Third and Pine Streets, Philadelphia
(215) 925-5968
www.stpetersphila.org

All are welcome at God’s table

Please join us for
Sunday services this summer at
8:00 & 10:00 AM

AVIS RENT A CAR SYSTEM, INC.

Rosemarie Weinberg
(215) 629-1333
(215) 928-1082
FAX (215) 627-0385

ORe City Location
37 S. 2nd Street
(Between Market &
Chestnut Sts.)
Philadelphia, PA
19106

Monday-Saturday 8am- 7pm ¢ Sunday 9am - 4pm

BEAUTIFUL WORLD.

Fuull Bar - Spectacular Wine List

NW Corner of 6th and Bainbridge

(215)592-0656 - www creperie-beaumonde.com
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A New Tradition: Society Hill Fund
Susan Weinberg Jaffe and Paul Jaffe have started what we
hope will become an excellent tradition. They have made a
generous contribution to the Society Hill Civic Association
in honor of Karen Sirlin’s birthday.

If you're interested in making a tax-deductible contri-
bution for the benefit of our civic association—to honor a
friend or neighbor, to celebrate a special event—please di-
rect your gift to “The Society Hill Fund.”

Mail your check to: Society Hill Fund, c/o Fund Trea-
surer, David Stevens, 116 Delancey Street, Philadelphia
19106. Your contribution will be earmarked for a special
SHCA project (to be determined), while you can enjoy the
benefit of a tax deduction. It’s a win-win for all.

Neighborhood Pride

It’s free for the asking, honest.

Society Hill residents who need the services of a contractor
have a wonderful resource just a phone call away. It’s the Soci-
ety Hill List of Preferred Contractors. This 10-page list provides
hundreds of contractors and phone numbers under such catego-
ries as general contracting, painting, carpentry, plumbing, elec-
trical, masonry and brick work, millwork, even resources for
antique mantels.

All contractors on the list have been highly recommended by
neighbors and have experience working with historic houses.

The List is free, but we hope you will support SHCA efforts
by becoming a member. For a copy of the list, phone Martha
Levine, 215-629-0727. — Martha Levine

Free Historic Preservation Manual —
Coming Soon

All Society Hill property owners will soon receive a free publi-
cation:

The Society Hill Historic District Manual: A Guide for Prop-
erty Owners will inform us on how to care for and preserve our
historic homes. It is being published by the Preservation Alli-
ance for Greater Philadelphia — the nonprofit membership or-
ganization that “promotes the appreciation, protection and
appropriate use and development of the region’s historic build-
ings, communities and landscapes.”

This 48-page, informative and beautifully illustrated manual
will be mailed to you during the summer. Look for it, put it on
your book shelf, and save it for your future use.

Hanging Flower Baskets and Street Trees

More than 155 hanging flower baskets were hung by Society
Hill volunteers. The baskets will sprout American Flags for the
Republican convention. Please water the hanging baskets
near your home. They need your care. And, please give our
street trees water during dry periods.

Continued from page 1
Respecting Washington Square

gressman (now Ambassador) Thomas Foglietta, the National
Park Service (NPS) agreed to include Washington Square as part
of Independence National Historical Park after improvements
have been completed.

Most of those improvements have been completed. The re-
maining landscaping to NPS standards under the supervision of
the Fairmount Park Commission will begin this fall. It is ex-
pected that Washington Square will be ready to be incorporated
into Independence National Historical Park by mid-2001.

When that occurs, the NPS will have responsibility for the
maintenance and operating expense as well as provide interpreta-
tive literature and guides. The Board of Directors of the Society
Hill Civic Association is requesting Congress to pass legislation
that calls upon the Department of Defense to provide an Honor-
ary Military Guard at WashingtonkSquare.

This Honorary Military Guard would be similar to the proto-
col at the Arlington National Cemetery. We will invite other
prominent community organizations to join in this bipartisan ini-
tiative. ‘

We believe that the Honorary Military Guard not only pays
proper respect for the sacrifice beyond value, but signals to visi-
tors to Independence National Historical Park the importance of
Washington Square.

Combined with interpretative literature and guides, your
Board believes that the important message of Washington Square
will resonate in posterity and insures that this beloved piece of
our neighborhood is permanently well maintained. We thank
Winn Carroll, Bill Hawkins, George Koch and so many others,
who have assisted in overseeing the efforts to have Washington
Square included in Independence National Historical Park.

— Malcolm Lazin
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Laurel — To Pennsylvania Hospital for their attractive en-
trance off Manning Street between 7th and 8th Streets. Their
lights now brighten the way at night. Also, no one has com-
plained about the new lights bothering sleepers by shining in
bedroom windows — as they were recessed behind the building
line. Good job! Well done!

Laurel — To Bill Mifflin of Fairmount Park and Councilman
Frank DiCicco who quickly acted to remove the tops of the
newly installed waste baskets in Washington Square when the
design flaw became apparent. People were not pushing the lid
down, so trash was overflowing from the top of the receptacle
while the barrel remained empty. The lids were designed so
people would put only litter, not household trash, in the baskets,
but no one wanted to push on those recalcitrant lids! Neighbors,
now that they are accessible, please cooperate by not using them
for your household trash. See the photo on page 10.

Laurel - To real estate specialist Andrea Lander for brighten-
ing up the neighborhood with her 13-star flags giveaway pro-
gram. It is timely, colorful and fun.
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President’s Message

I am honored to be the new president of the Soci-
ety Hill Civic Association. I accepted the nomina-
tion for four principal reasons.

First, I have always had respect as a neighbor
for over 20 years of the important role that the As-
sociation has played in enhancing and maintaining
our unique community. Second, since our enemy
is benign neglect, I wanted to play a role as we
confront ongoing safety and quality-of-life concerns — in par-
ticular the advent of construction of the $350 million Simon
DeBartolo entertainment/retail project on Penn’s Landing and the
huge crowds it will ultimately bring to our front step. Third, Russ
Byers, whom I met when he and Laurada lived in Society Hill,
was a dear friend. I wanted to do something that honored Russ’
memory and his devotion to Philadelphia. I know that Russ
would have encouraged me to undertake the leadership of
SCHA. Fourth, we are entrusted not just with a neighborhood,
but with America’s First Neighborhood. As such, we are not only
residents, but stewards of a national treasure.

We are individually and collectively fortunate to have that
privilege. We are off to a fast start. The State Legislature recently
passed a bill that provides for Neighborhood Improvement Dis-
tricts (NID). While the NID is similar to the successful Center
City District (CCD) and University City District, it has other
benefits. We have obtained $15,000 in grants from Senator Fumo
and Councilman DiCicco to retain consultants to assist us in as-
sessing the viability of a NID. I have named Mark Keener, AIA,
and the former secretary of the SHCA board to chair that com-
mittee. A steering committee representing a diverse section of
our neighbors has been formed, and the Atlantic Group, a highly
regarded consultant for this type of project, was named to assist
that committee.

I have met with Councilman DiCicco; Bill Mifflin, executive
director, Fairmount Park Commission; Philadelphia Police Cap-
tain Korn; and neighborhood and civic representatives about
Washington Square. We are focused on both the work needed to
be completed prior to National Park Service takeover later next
year, as well as the ongoing issues of safety and appearance.

Your Executive Committee, which is made up of SHCA offic-
ers, is meeting on a monthly basis to insure that we have the ben-
efit of these highly qualified neighbors being fully engaged in
the management of the Association. I am appreciative of having
Mary Sturdivant as senior vice president, Jim Moss and Debby
Robinson as vice presidents and Diane Molas and Richard Bost,
respectively, as our secretary and treasurer.

The Association is most fortunate to have so many capable
and devoted neighbors, who are chairing our over 20 commit-
tees. We welcome your input and always appreciate your in-
volvement. If you have any matter of concern or interest, please
do not hesitate to contact myself or any member of our Board.

It is my hope that as we go about the business of our Associa-
tion that we do so with a commitment to civility and community
standards. In respecting differences and the devotion each citizen
brings to the process, we insure that neighbor and neighborhood
are always honored.

— Malcolm Lazin

The Award Winning Team of

MIKE McCANN

“The Real Estate Man”
. 2.0.8. 0.1

If you have been thinking about selling your home,
NOW IS THE TIMEI
Please call for a hassle-free estimate of valuel
Thank youl
Yok %k k

NEW EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS:

Call for an appointment to see:
104-06 Delancey- ng! (ﬁy rm, 5.5 bath,
parking, garden, 2 f/ ;:ni;v $1,295,000
114 Delancey- Historic Cert! 4 bdrm, 3.5 baths,®

/p, cla, pine firs, moldings, mod.kitchen $795,000

531 Cyprese- C bdrm, 2.5 bath, 2
car parking, great ﬁg&?e yard $795,000
241 Monroe- Builder's home w/ 3 bdrms, 2.5 baths
2f/p, parking, C/A, open space, garden $650,000
929 Clinton- 7 unit apartment bldg, elegant block!
2 car pkg, separate electric. Hurryl  $595,000
507 Cypress- New Listing! Wonderful 4 bdrm, 45
bath, deeded parking, f/p, c/a, garden $579,900
126 Naudain- a;v( (ﬁ 5 bath, parking,
den,f/p,cla, gar pé‘ ne blockl $429,900
210 Locust- New! Soc. Hill Towers! 3 bdrm, 2 bath,
corner unit, updated kitchen & bath $395,000
637 Addison- New Listingl 3 bdrm, 2.5 bath, den,
flp, cla, hiw, yard, cobblestone blockl $362,900

501 5. 9™- New M mg 2 bdrm, 1 bath
home with h/w tloors é}o

el brick  $199,900

Abbott’s Squarc ' 1 bdrm, 1 bath

condo with terrace, par lg able $93,900
1. 8.2.8.8.¢

CALL MIKE McCANN

KXk kK and his 5 Star Teambkkkkk

PRUDENTIAL FOX & ROACH

215-627-6005 * 215-440-86345
www.tMccannteam.com
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Society Hill Civic Association Members:
Discover a valuable

_benefit program... ... .

with special reduced auto insurance rates.

There's never been a better time to be part of Socicty
Hill Civic Association. SCHA offers a discounted auto
insurance program with Nationwide® Insurance featur-
ing comprehensive coverage at rates not available to
the general public.

Here’s what our members are saying:

“Through the program offered by SHCA and
Nationwide I lowered my auto insurance rate by
almost $1,000 each year”
Norman Tissian, President SHCA
“We saved nearly $1,400 on our personal insurance
and close to $7,000 on our business coverage.”

Howard Lander
Real Estate Developer
Andrea Lander
Real Estate Agent
Prudeatial Fox and Roach

Call Chris or Brian at the Gannon-Coyne Agency to
find out more.

The Gannon-Coyne Agency

(215) 574-9147 Fax: (215) 574-9082
420 Bainbridge St., Suite 203, Philadelphia, PA 19147

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and
Affiliated Companies
Home Office: One Nationwide Plaza. Columbus, OH 43215-2220 Nationrwide®

is a registered federal service mark of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company.

Subject to underriting guidelines, review and approval. Like other insurance
policies, this policy has certain exclusions.

@ 2000 Nationwide Insurance

Parking — a Problem This Summer?

We’ve recently been apprised of a situation near the Starr
Garden Playground. A spot marked “No Parking Anytime”—in-
tended for emergency access to the ball field for maintenance
and rescue vehicles—was misused by an employee of the De-
partment of Recreation who parked illegally at that spot with a
seal on her car that said “Official Parking 2000.”

Investigating the situation, our SHCA sleuth learned that this
employee had been issued a parking permit by a Recreation De-
partment supervisor —without the permission of the Parking Au-
thority or Police Department—an example of petty corruption,
which has exacerbated the parking problem we have in the
neighborhood and causing residents to “compete with” city em-
ployees for free parking spaces.

Our sleuth investigated, making calls within the Department
of Recreation. Finally, he reported the situation to Councilman
Frank DiCicco and his Chief of Staff, Robin Schatz.

With their help, at press time, no employee from the Depart-
ment of Recreation has parked illegally at Starr Garden or other
sites clearly marked “No Parking.” We send Laurels to Council-
man DiCicco and his staff for their support in this matter, and we
also appreciate the cooperation of the Department of Recreation
whose employees will now refrain from parking in illegal spots.

New Farmers Market — in Jeopardy?
A new Farmers Market, sponsored by the non-profit Farmers
Market Trust, has been established for the summer months, and
is being held on the east side of 2nd St., between South &
Lombard Streets, on Saturdays, 10 am - 2 pm.
The market has already been enjoyed and supported by area

neighbors for several Saturdays, beginning on June 10. Society
Hill residents and neighboring communities have expressed their
strong support for this market, which offers fresh produce and
dairy products brought by about a dozen farmers. These farmers
set up their tables in an attractive column, bringing color and ac-
tivity to the ordinarily quiet Saturday morning streetscape.

But there has been a strong opponent who has lobbied to
close down this popular farmers market for the remainder of the
season. Eric Blumenfeld, owner of Abbots Square, is the land-
lord for the Chef’s Market. Apparently, Blumenfeld and the pro-
prietors of Chef’s Market fear that this once-a-week market —
held for four hours during a three-month period — can nega-
tively impact their business. Neighbors, on the other hand, report
that their own shopping patterns contradict this fear, as they have
strolled around the corner to Chef’s Market to purchase other
goods that the farmers do not offer.

The lobbying effort to close the market is based on a techni-
cality that the Farmers Market Trust does not have the necessary
City permit from L&I. However, the Trust’s Director, Duane
Perry, reports that the Trust has applied for the relevant permit,
but the City has been slow to issue it, waiting for a nod of ap-
proval by Councilman Frank DiCicco.

At press time, the market has been threatened with
immemdiate closure. You can follow this saga by walking to 2nd
& South, 10 am - 2 pm, next Saturday to see if the market is still
there. And, if you believe in supporting healthy competititon,
you may want to notify our representative in City Council,
Councilman Frank DiCicco, who wants to do right by all.
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Kaleidoscope Kafe Carries the Night!
Our most recent cocktail event was at Kaleidoscope Kafe, 605 S.
3rd Street. It proved a wonderful success.

Civic association members were treated to their choice of
cocktails and wines, and a delicious sampling of appetizers, in-
cluding Kaleidoscope’s tiger eye sushi rolls, “151 wings” (a fa-
vorite), chicken quesadillas, and tasty polenta fries with mango
ketchup.

Stop in to this moderately priced, upscale but casual neigh-
borhood restaurant to sample the super food.

Our thanks to Kaleidoscope Kafe manager, Luis, and our
lovely servers, Jennesia and Elizabeth. — Portia Bonavitacola

Beloved Society Hill Pediatrician-Lawyer
» Daniel Hirsh Barol, pediatrician to gen-

erations of Society Hill children, died
April 21, 2000. His friends, patients and
family have chosen the new Indepen-
dence Branch of the Free Library of
Philadelphia as a beneficiary for gifts in
his memory.

Dr. Dan, who earned his law school
degree in 1978, made tables, cooked mussels, did the NY
Times crossword puzzle in ink, loved garage sales. He
had a provocative, curious, quick and precise intellect.
He had his own unassuming but elegant manner and
style. He had an appreciation for language, for books, for
doing things with his hands.

Dr. Barol, who died of pancreatic cancer at age 80, is
survived by Shirley, to whom he was married for 56
years, a daughter, Ellen, son, Bill, and grandchildren,
Molly and David.

To make a contribution of books for the Children’s
Reading Room of the Free Library in Dr. Barol’s memory
make your check payable to:

The Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation
Attn: Chris Jefferson, Barol Children’s Book Fund
1901 Vine Street, Philadelphia, PA, 19103

Gifts in amounts of $35 or more will be acknowl-
edged with individual bookplates.

— Peggy Davies and Cirel Magen

A week before the SHCA party, five of us dined in Kaleidoscope
Kafe. The elegant 19th-century building was originally a bank
and the headquarters of a shipping company.

Proprietors Sal Avena and Luis DeMaise have decorated the
main floor, the dining patio and the upstairs room with exciting
modern furniture. Chef Joseph Turrisi has created an American
fusion cuisine that had us frustrated because we could not
sample the entire menu.

My starter was the $5.50 Special K Salad — field greens
topped with pine nuts, gorgonzola cheese, and green apples, then
anointed with a balsamic vinegar and olive oil dressing.

Following the salad, I ate every bite of my $17 pan-seared ahi
served on a wild mushroom and potato pancake with a lime
beurre blanc. We had a lovely $24 shiraz with dinner and I found
room to share a scandalously delicious orange blossom creme
brulee. — Cirel Magen

Lolly’s Experience is Your Asset

o Former owner, Midtown Realty
a Over twenty years real estate experience in Center City
o Center City Residents’ Association President, 1997-99

o Personalized attention and service

Backed by Prudential Fox & Roach

w 113-year-old local, family owned and operated company
o Worldwide reputation and access to buyers

o Home Marketing System means full-page ads, Internet,
For professional advice Multiple Listings Services and more

S SS——

on selling or buying

3 - FOX&ROACH
@ Prudential

a home, turn to
Prudential Fox & Roach Realtors

Lolly Crowther LaGreca. Suite 406, The Rittenhouse Hotel, Philadelphia
Tel. (215) 546-0550, Direct (215) 790-5638, or e-mail lol@bellatiantic.net,
T or visit my web site at www.dream-house.net
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Why wait for the
crowded weekend?
Give your Thursdays

a jolt of energy.

JUMP START
THURSDAYS

Head to the South Street area
on Thursdays for good times
and great deals.

Free Meter Parking
Discounts » Street Entertainment

Your Realtor® For
Buying A Home
& Selling A Home

Bari Shor

‘Real Estate MatchiMaker’,

e Bari works harder.
e Works smarter.

e Cares and delivers on
your Center City
Home Ownership
dreams.

Call me, Bari Shor, 215-790-5678

Prudential Fox & Roach Realtors®
At the Rittenhouse, 210 W. Rittenhouse Sg., Philadelphia, PA 19103 215-546-0550

Pileggi

ON THESQUARE

717 WALNUT ST
215 .6827.085¢6S5
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Thank You, Welcome Basket Donors

The Welcome Committee extends thanks to all who donate
goods and services to make our Welcome Baskets wonderful:
Arden Theatre Company - 40 N. 2nd Street
Chef’s Market - 231 South Street
Dickens Old Curiosity Shop - 417 S. 2nd Street
Fork - 306 Market Street
Homemade Goodies by Roz - 510 S. 5th Street
Italia Ristorante — 318 S. 3rd Street
Metropolitan Bakery — 1114 Pine Street
The Mann Center for the Performing Arts - 52nd & Parkside Avenue
Mums and Pops Confectionery - 932 Locust Street
0ld City Coffee — 221 Church Street; Reading Terminal Market
Philadelphia Chamber Ensemble — Old Pine Church, 400 Pine Street
Philadelphia Sports Clubs — 220-250 S. 5th Street
Riff Cleaners - 314 S. 5th Street
Ritz Theatres - 214 Walnut Street, 4th & Ranstead Street
Sfizzio Restaurant — Society Hill Towers, 237 St. James Place
Show of Hands Gallery - 1006 Pine Street,
Starbuck’s Coffee, Inc. — 347 South Street
Society Hill Playhouse — 507 S. 8th Street
Super Fresh Food Markets — 5th and Pine Streets
TLA Video - 517 S. 4th Street
The Wilma Theatre — 265 S. Broad Street
Zeke’s Deli — 318 S. Sth Street

Martha Levine

Our New Library: $45,000 and Going Strong
Books will soon be filling the shelves of the new Independence
Branch of the Free Library, located within the Balch Institute at
18 S. 7th Street — that is, if we all help. Renovations to the
branch are fully funded, underway, and should be completed by
January 2001. But in order to complete the various collections
the branch will feature—including more than 50,000 books,
magazines, videos, CDs and audiocassettes—we need everyone
in the community to pitch in with a donation to the Indepen-
dence Branch Fund-raising Campaign.

Once complete, the collections will offer something for ev-
eryone. In addition to the basic collection of non-fiction, litera-
ture and reference items for adults and children found at all
branches, our branch will feature special collections in Asian
studies, gay and lesbian studies, and possibly a special collection
on early American history.

And if the collections don’t include a book you’re looking
for, you’ll be able to have it sent from another branch to the In-
dependence branch through the intra-library loan system. You’ll
also have free access to the internet through 12 computers, as
well as the opportunity to be among the first in Philadelphia to
use the new automated self-check-out technology.

To make all of this happen, the Independence Branch Fund-
raising Campaign has raised $45,000 towards the $230,000 goal.
The Campaign is asking for support from various foundations
and corporations, as well as from individuals like you.

For more information, please contact Liza Seltzer:
215-625-7995 or LizaNicker @aol.com.

’ — Liza Nickerson Seltzer

In Society Hill Real Estate

One name. One call.

Outstanding service and results.
Every time.

Izzy Sigman
Direct dial (215) 972-7302 Main Office (215) 569-8200
Pager (215) 306-2864 Fax (215) 972-0686

Albert M. Greenfield & Company, Inc.
1880 John F. Kennedy Blvd., Philadelphia, PA 19103

ﬂr ﬂﬂ ﬂ/‘ ﬂr
Cookie cutters are for cookies.

ARCHITECTURE

Pivotal Design

5" & Spruce Sts.

P.O. Box 40522

Philadelphia, PA 19106

215.923.4474

www.pivotaldesign.com
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Jump Start Thursdays

Free Parking for South Street

An exciting new program to encourage neighbors to patronize
restaurants and merchants on the South Street corridor started on
April 27.

It is similar to Center City’s Wednesday night program, offer-
ing free parking and discounts at stores and eateries. Every
Thursday after 5 PM there is free meter parking on South Street
and on the numbered streets from the south side of Lombard
Street to the north side of Bainbridge Street, where meters are in-
stalled.

About 50 restaurateurs and merchants have joined the Jump
Start Thursdays program. When shopping or dining on Thursday
nights in and around South Street, look for the distinctive “Jump
Start Thursdays” logo in the windows of participating merchants
so you can enjoy the welcome discounts.

Historic Preservation
& Zoning Development
Committee

Regarding changes or alterations to the facades of buildings in
our community, this has been a busy season for SHCA’s Historic
Preservation & Zoning Committee.

We have met with several applicants who are planning to
make changes to their properties, as well as held meetings with
nearby neighbors to insure that these changes will not negatively
impact on the property of others.

Our Committee has also attended all relevant hearings, either
at the Historical Commission or the Zoning Board of Adjustment
(ZBA). It has always been the Association’s policy to work with
neighbors on all sides of any conflict and attempt to find an ac-
ceptable compromise.

Over the years, our Civic Association has consistently op-
posed the loss of open space whenever plans for altering a build-
ing would encroach upon open space as required by the zoning
code. This open space contributes significantly to the character
and ambiance of our historic district.

SHCA has officially opposed the reduction of open space re-
quested by the owners of 100 Delancey Street, and the ZBA has
denied their variance request in support of the zoning code and
our community’s desire to prevent further encroachment of our
open space.

Meanwhile, we encourage all Society Hill home owners who
plan to make changes to their buildings to meet with our com-
mittee so that your process can move forward positively and ex-
peditiously. Contact our Committee’s Co-chairs:

Richard Bost: 215-351-5336, e-mail: bostrick@aol.com

Bernice Hamel: 215-925-4363, e-mail: hamelbt@aol.com

Becky Stoloff: 215-627-4910, e-mail: rtstoloff @aol.com

Let’s keep working together!

— Bernice Hamel

An example of illegal dumping

This photograph was taken at the corner of 2nd & Spruce
Streets on a Friday afternoon in june. An irresponsible resident
dumped household trash — building materials and cartons —
at this litter basket, which is a violation of the law. Litter baskets
are there to keep our neighborhood clean of street trash. They
are not there for dumping household trash. Nearby neighbors
were grateful that, after several phone calls to the help line at
City Hall, a truck came around that evening and took away the

unsightly mess.

South & Passyunk
N‘ERS' Map
%,

Every Tuesday
2 -7 pm
just east of 5th and South

;‘?'

Get the freshest produce.
Help small family farms.
Save farmland.
Meet your neighbors.

A very good deal!

Bob Pierson,
Market Director

Ad courtesy of Andrea Lander, Prudential Fox & Roach Realtors
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Bob Butera and Marilyn Sifford

They seem to take more delight in the garden behind their 18th-
century house on the fifth block of Spruce Street than in their
equally fruitful and abundant personal and professional lives.

But to Bob Butera and Marilyn Sifford, that oasis of luxuriant
blooms and lush herbs is a tranquil counterpoint to crowded
workdays.

For ten years, Marilyn has owned a consulting company that
provides strategic planning for foundations and cultural institu-
tions. Describing herself as a facilitator, she brings together
people of diverse backgrounds, crossing such traditional bound-
aries as governments and the private sector, or business and the
art world. The company is at present working on a five-year plan
for the Center for the Preservation of Art and Historic Artifacts
to save and restore antique books and maps.

One of seven children who grew up on a South Carolina to-
bacco farm, Marilyn is, however, decidedly urbane. She and Bob
have been married since 1994 ... and their elegantly furnished
house, which Bob restored from a three-apartment configuration
back to something approaching the 1792 dwelling originally
built, according to his research, for “a local Gentleman,” is a fine
example of civilized urban living — then and now.

Bob Butera is a lawyer and former politician who has served
as chief executive officer of the Pennsylvania Convention Center
since its opening in 1993. In the 1960s and 70s, he sat in the
State legislature, was floor leader, and ran in the 1978 Republi-
can gubernatorial primary against the eventual winner, Dick
Thornburgh. He was president of the Philadelphia Flyers hockey
team and of the New Jersey Devils ... and is a member of numer-
ous local boards, including those of the Philadelphia Orchestra,
the Philadelphia Zoo, the Settlement Music School, and the Arts
and Business Council.

Besides their joy in gardening, Bob and Marilyn are enthusi-
astic theatergoers, cooks and travelers. They are especially en-
thusiastic about Society Hill, Marilyn expressing her love of the
sense of history engendered by our streetscape and the proximity
of Independence Hall; and Bob waxing eloquent on the local
denizens’ diversity and talent.

Above all, they agree, it’s a place to walk. They walk to work,
to cultural events, to restaurants — and then back to their serene
and verdant garden.

— David Woods

Now -
insurance
protection
and advice
that's right

foryor ———
needs! =", \
Ve

Members of the Society Hill Civic®
Association benefit from convenient
hours - discounted premiums for:
Houses # Condominiums # Rented
apartments 3 Vacation Homes
Automobiles # Boats # Jewelry

Art s Antiques # Collectibles

As a member of the Society Hill Civic Association,
you have access to the Masterpiece Personal
Insurance Program, an innovative approach to
personal insurance offered by Chubb Insurance
Solutions. To learn about this program and the
discounted premiums,

call 1 888 862 4822
Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m,
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Chubb is the premier insurer of fine homes, autos,
art, and antiques. Get sound advice and answers
that meet your insurance needs. Learn about
coverage choices many don't know exist-and at
discounted premiums for SHCA members.

This special program is brought to you only by

Mather & Co., your local Insurance Broker,
ready to assist you in all your insurance needs.

MATHER & CO.

226 Walnut Street Philadelphia, PA 19106
Tel : 215-925-0118 o Fax: 215-351-9012
web: www.mather-co.com
Trust our experience as insurance brokers since 1873
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Join the Society Hill
Civic Association!

Name(s
Address:
Zip.
Phones:
Work ( )
Home ( )
E-mail
New Membership [] Renewal []

|
I
I
I
I
|
|
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
|
I
I
I
I
I
| —
I
| —
|
| —
|
I
I
I

Household Membership: $40
Business Membership: $100
*Additional Contribution: $
*Earmarked for: [ Project Sweep Stakes
[J Town Watch
[ Street Trees/Tenders
I/We would like to work on the following
committees:
Clean-Up Day
____ Historic Preservation/Zoning
Development
Library
___ Liquor Control
Society Hill Reporter
Street Trees/Tree Tenders
Town Watch

Make your check payabile to:
Society Hill Civic Association
Box 3, Philadelphia, PA 19105
Questions? 215-629-1288
SHCIVICA®@aol.com

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING &
PAPERHANGING

833S 2ND ST PHILA

MAY WE
BRING SOME
COLOR
INTO
YOUR LIFE ?

(215) 389-7788

CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

Call About Liquor

Control Notices

Mel Buckman, SHCA'’s current chair of
the Liquor Control Committee, requests
that anyone seeing a red liquor control no-
tice in an area window to please phone
him at 215-925-2167. It is the only way
we can be sure to have a say in the award-
ing of liquor licenses in our community.

Joan Tropp, membership
chair, reports that there
are now 779 noteworthy

neighbors, all SHCA
members, 128 of them
new this year.

World renowned dentistry
is just around the corner.

Some patients have journeyed over 7,000 miles to receive
this extraordinary dental care on Washington Square.

GENERAL RESTORATIVE * CROWN & BRIDGE * COSMETIC * IMPLANT DENTISTRY
PERIODONTICS * REMOVABLE PROSTHODONTICS * ENDODONTICS

We invite your call at 215-627-0777. Evening and Saturday hours available.

97 //l’(?/l((( Qc/z/(r

ASSOCIATES, LTD.
604 WASHINGTON SQUARE SOUTH » PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19106
H. Safavi, D.M.D., M.Sc.D. « F. Sanavi, D.M.D., Ph.D. * C. Levin, D.M.D.  G. Chess, D.M.D. « J. Chen, D.M.D.

Down Town Club

Founded in 1897
Catering & Conference Center

Corporate Meetings
Social Events
Wedding Receptions
Holiday Parties

You and your guests will enjoy
renowned cuisine and impeccable
service in your choice of seven
elegant private dining and
meeting rooms.

Call Today For a Personal Tour!
2159252040

Visit Our Website at www.downtownclub.com

The Grand Ballroom

ACROSS FROM INDEPENDENCE HALL AT 6TH & CHESTNUT STREETS, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106
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Prudential FOx&Roach
(at The Rittenhouse)

All Around Society Hill, Featuring these
fabulous new listings...

Hopkinson House 518 C Randolph Court
$129,000. $223,000.

219 Delancey Street 502 Delancey Street
$479,000. $975,000.

Call today for an Appointment to see these or our
many other Magnificent Townhomest!!!
210 W. Rittenhouse Square Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 546-0550

Jury 2000
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SOClety
¥, Hill St 70 1

S 197 06
M an S e n ' Tel (215)925-0646
lO ® Fax (215) 925-1762
LOCATION * LOCATION « LOCATION
Spectacular
Townhouse with three W
N 1 e delicatessen
car garage parking, s delicatasse
elevator, garden, 2 informal catering
sunroom, three orsozaaces T DAk 2ineassaee
bedrooms, & family
7 A
room, 3" baths
', ’ WHEN IS THE RIGHT TIME
€xercise room, TO BUY
. . -TERM CARE URANCE?
luxurious master suite | | 'ON¢ INS CE?
NOW.
w/marble bath. It’s never to((i) soon f;?n]i)llan f%)r your future
our S future.
$950,000 pourtimy
» Protect your assets
J Mainta}iln your independence
» Have choices:
Call Charlene Bl’OOkS e Home Care eAssisted Living * Nursing Home
- - Bonnie Sil ' ber of the Sociely
215-790-5632 LT TR T e
. on the best choice of long—term caxe insurance for
Prudential Fox « Roach your needs. Dorn’t wait, call todiay.
215-546-0550 B Do S o
Jor you, your business and your family.
N 215.922.3544
\ ¥
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Horse Carriage Trade Update

On June 14, 2000, members of the Li-
censes & Inspections Committee of
Philadelphia’s City Council approved Bill
217, introduced by (and special thanks to)
Councilman Frank DiCicco, which will
greatly improve legislation that governs
the city’s horse carriage industry. It had
taken three years, four City Council ses-
sions, and many meetings between car-
riage horse advocates and city agencies to
get to this point.

City residents, members of the city’s
executive branch, humane organizations
across the U.S., equine veterinarians and
specialists, animal activists, and even cer-
tain elements of the tourism industry, pro-
vided support. It was overwhelmingly in
favor of improving the horse carriage in-
dustry.

The new rules went into effect June
22. One of the most contentious changes
lowers the high-end temperature to 91 de-
grees versus the previous 94 threshold,
which was one of the highest in the na-
tion. There is now a low-end threshold of
26 degrees, where none existed before.
Horses must also be blanketed at tem-
peratures below 32 degrees. Another im-
portant step was reducing the -hours in
harness to nine — before horses had to
work at least 10 hours as well as travel to
and from their stables, so were often in
harness for up to 12 hours. Stable inspec-
tions will now take place at least twice a
year — before they were annual at best.

Of significance to community resi-
dents is the provision that the carriage
companies must now foot the bill for
cleaning horse waste from our streets, not
city taxpayers. Additional carriage route
blocks on Lombard and 5th streets were
voted down because of traffic and other
concerns. And from a tourist safety angle,
tourists are ng longer permitted to sit next
to the driver. Other changes include a
new license fee structure, as well as a
“three strikes and you’re out” provision
to make the carriage companies more ac-
countable for persistent violations by
their drivers.

While the new legislation is a big step,
the critical part, as always, is enforce-
ment. That was always a major problem
in Philadelphia, but now there is a height-

ened awareness among the controlling
city agency, the Department of Health, as
well as with the police and Pennsylvania
SPCA’s animal cruelty agents. Recent cru-
elty issues at one stable and a high-profile
criminal court case helped push the need

for humane treatment of the carriage
horses into the spotlight. The next step is
to completely overhaul the regulations
that govern the stables, which the Depart-
ment of Health states will be a model for
the whole country.

— William Hawkins

Every Weekend

2nd & Pine Sts., Phila,

Sat, 12 NOON - 11 PM
Sun, 12 NOON -6 PM

information 215-790-0762

THE CREATIVE COLLECTIVE
CRAFTS & FINE ARTS FAIR

Memorial Day thru September

Historic Headhouse Square

Free Children’s Workshop Sun. 13

http://www libertynet.org/creatc

Serving Philadelphia

Over

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

226 South St.

Jury 2000
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Society Hill and Washington Square’s Premier Condominiums

oty Hi Society Hill Towepsyy uparaded
Society Hill Towers ki(:;eeg- $‘1250 e LBDom upgrade

Pier 3 - 2 bedroom, 2 bath, terrace, eat-in Kitchen
available immediately - $240,000

Pier 3 - 2 bedroom, 2 bath, terrace, - $249,900

* Society Hill Towers - 2 bedroom, high floor, river
view - $259,900

Independence Place - 1 bedroom, 1.5 bath,
alcove, balcony - $275,000

Pier 3 - 2 bedroom, 2 bath, terrace, customized
kitchen and bath - $275,000

Society Hill Towers - corner 2 bedroom, 2 bath,
1200 sq. ft. - $275,000

Bedrecin
XS

Two bedroom and den, majestic | &=
panoramic river, bridge_ and south
VIEWS, hgrdwood.ﬂoors, state—pf— Pier 5 - 2 bedroom & den; deck, river view,
the-art kitchen, highly customized fireplace, 1 car parking - $395,000

$565,000 Independence Place - 2 bedroom & den, balcony,
panoramic southern views - $669,900

ALLAN DOMB REAL ESTATE

Philadelphia’s Largest Luxury Condominium Realtor

Telephone: (215) 545-1500 Fax: 215-545-1090
1608 Walnut Street, Suite 1303, Philadelphia, PA 19103
Internet Address: « www.allandomb.com

Society Hill Civic Association i R%%CgRYI_Hlu

Board of Directors

Officers S o A publication paid for by Civic Association
President: Malcolm Lazin o membership dues and advertisers
Sr. Vice President: Mary E. Sturdivant ] R H
Vice Presidents: Debbie Robinson ¢ Jim Moss ' ‘ CirelEI\?I:atg(;;S';]nlll;)lgoran
' Treasurer: Richard Bost o : R I P Bernice Hamel » Mary Sturdivant

Recording Secretary: Diane Molas ..
Editorial Board

Directors ; . . :
Northeas Quadant e o 5"
Poma Bonavitacola ¢ Cirel Magen » Ann Verber .
Business Manager

Northwest Quadrant ‘ \ Georee Koch
Perry Whyte « Mark Valentine « Frank Hoban : o eorE

July Contributors
Mark K Soutl;llveSt Quadrant ‘ Portia Bonavitacola, Richard Bost, Peggy Davies,
ark Keener = Martha Levine * Joan Tropp Bernice Hamel, Bill Hawkins, Chandler Joyner, Malcolm Lazin,
Southeast Quadrant : Martha Levine, Cirel Magen, Liza Seltzer,

Mary Sturdivant and David Woods
Condominium Representatives To reach any of the officers or directors or send a letter or
Hovkinson H -G Koch contribution to THE REPORTER, call the SHCA office at
P onc: JRorse Boe 215-629-1288. Leave your name and number with the Association’s

Independence Place: Herb Lipton iy .
Society Hill Towers: Marc Bonavitacola gl Bonnie Halda administrator, Day Murray. She will have your call returned.
You may also write to SHCA at P.O. Box 3,

St. James: Morris Chomitz
Penn’s Landing: Barbara Gelman Philadelphia, PA 19105 or fax to 215-625-9914
: . or e-mail at SHCIVICA @aol.com.

Next deadline for THE REPORTER: Wednesday, August 16

Amy Foran  Kelly Nelson * Becky Stoloff

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT http://www.wnwr.com/shca



