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Mark Squilla Addresses Community Concerns

he Society Hill Civic Association (SHCA)

invites neighbors to join us on September
22 for a virtual general membership meeting on
Zoom, which we will co-host with the Queen
Village Neighbors Association. Our speaker,
First District Councilman Mark Squilla, will
address your concerns including quality of life
issues, the city budget and how it will spend
$1.4 billion in Rescue funding, and the direction
of the political winds for the mayoral primary
in May 2022.

Elected in 2011, his experience as a community
organizer, husband and father have taught him
that strong families and engaged neighborhoods
are key to Philadelphia’s future.

Login information for the September 22 meeting
will be sent out to SHCA’s blast email subscribers.
If you're not already subscribed, send your up-to-
date contact information to Administrator Matt
DeJulio, mattdejulio@aol.com, so he can put

you on our weekly email blast list.

Construction of Cap Over [-95 Delayed

e can expect to wait two more years before

the proposed cap over 12 acres of the [-95
trench between Chestnut and Walnut Streets
breaks ground. PennDOT Engineering District 6
spokesperson Brad E. Rudolph said the pandemic
and other factors have pushed back the time line
originally scheduled for this summer. At this point,
state officials expect to put the project out to bid
late next year with construction starting in 2023.

Construction of the interstate in the 1970s severed
much of the Old City neighborhood’s access to the
river and displaced many residents and businesses.
In 2017, after decades of discussion about restoring
downtown waterfront connections, the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation, the William Penn
Foundation and the city pledged a combined

$205 million toward the $225 million proposal.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Society Hill Civic Association Meeting
Wednesday, September 22, 2021

via Zoom

7:30 p.m. General Membership Meeting

Councilman Mark Squilla
Quality-of-Life Issues Q&A

According to Joe Forkin, executive director of
the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation, the
regional economic development agency guiding
the project, the delay is a hiccup in the full saga
of this waterfront highway, which has generated
controversy for nearly a century. Stay tuned.

FALL IS IN THE AIR

Society Hill neighbors step up their game.
Photo by Bonnie Halda
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Larry Spector

Who would
think that
tomatoes,
peaches and
pickles could
do so much
to lift the
spirits?
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PRESIDENT’

S MESSAGE

BY

LARRY SPECTOR

President’s Message

hope that the summer gave you rest, good health
and enjoyable days as needed relief from the
routines that can test our strength and patience.

We need the rejuvenation to cope with the daily
news. As I write this message, I am horrified by the
news of gunfighting at 13th and Pine as just another
item in the daily casualty report of gun violence in
Philadelphia. Part of the city’s response is to funnel
$43 million of the $1.4 billion it gets from the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan to those neighborhood groups in
closest contact with the problem. While hoping that
we will get our money’s worth, it is hard to see how
the effort addresses the more mundane deterioration
in the quality of life in Philadelphia. It is inconceivable
that the city does not seem to have the will to enforce
ordinances on the books that are designed to make
our streets clean and safe. Perhaps coming adminis-
trations will do better. Hopefully we can get some
encouragement from Councilman Mark Squilla at
our September 22 General Membership Meeting.

Sunday morning Headhouse Farmers Market.

How do we avoid getting down on life in the city?
Take in the good stuff. I am embarrassed to admit
that as a long-time resident of Society Hill, I had
never been to the Sunday morning Headhouse
Farmers Market. Who would think that tomatoes,
peaches and pickles could do so much to lift the
spirits? I even found lemon verbena for some recipes
in my new Blueberry Cookbook by Sally Pasley Vargas.
I heard squeals and laughter from the stroller set
mixed into the hustle and bustle of customers moving
past bunches of scallions, and boxes of berries and

potatoes, as they lined up to pay friendly farmers.
I bought too much, but felt terrific leaving the scene.
Then the Phillies won again... What a cool city!

Back to the mundane: at least developers must think
the future is promising. Highrises are in progress in
and around the business district. Permits have been
issued for the conversion of six floors of the Penn
Mutual Building on the 500 block of Walnut Street
into 113 dwelling units. Representatives of the Society
Hill and Queen Village community associations
listened to a proposal for the demolition of the now
decrepit Downey’s restaurant and construction of
an 18-unit apartment building. The presentation met
with criticism in terms of design, and the developer
intends to revise the plans to try to meet concerns.
There is a plan to engage the community about the
possible improvement of Foglietta Plaza and the

1-95 cap park.

There is no progress to report on the promised

pilot program closing Spruce Street to Columbus
Boulevard traffic. The city has not responded to
arequest for a status report. One closing that did
take place resulted from the water main break at 6th
and Bainbridge. If the repair work is comparable to a
similar break a few years ago at Juniper and Sansom
Streets, we won’t be passing through that intersection
for a long time. Perhaps a silver lining: it seems that
the closure has, at least on some nights, cut down
on the ear splitting noise of ATVs and cars that
made that intersection part of their route.

South Street itself has some days better than others.
Residents sometimes detect a definite reduction in
the overall noise level from offending motorists. We
are informed by the South Street Headhouse District
that South Street will continue being closed every
night from Front Street to 9th Street from 7 p.m.

to either midnight or 2 a.m., subject to change

as the police see fit.

See you on September 22.

Larry Spector is an attorney handling business
disputes and related litigation. He has lived in Society
Hill since 1976, married, and raised two daughters
here with wife, Ann.

SHCA List of Contractors: A Perk of Membership

At some point, we all need a contractor for home
repairs. SHCA offers a 14-page list of contractors,
all highly recommended by our neighbors. The list
includes general contractors, carpenters, plumbers,
HVAC, electricians, gardeners, masons, roofers

and even a miscellaneous section. It’s

free, but you must be a current SHCA

member to receive the list. To request

a list, electronically or by mail, call 215-629-0727
or contact marthalev6@gmail.com.
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Experienced and Educated

Since 1958, McFarland Tree, Landscape
and Hardscape Services has provided
arboricultural service throughout
Greater Philadelphia. Our comprehensive
experience is augmented with continuing
education and researched understanding
of the practices of modern arboriculture
along with our past experience. Staffed
with a Board Certified Master Arborist
and Certified Arborists, McFarland
stays informed about current conditions
and issues affecting your trees, shrubs
and ornamentals.

Service

We answer the phone when you call
during business hours. Now, that’s
different! We are in constant contact
with our arborists and field personnel
to provide timely responses to your
needs. A knowledgeable arborist will
visit with you to discuss your needs
and concerns. Seasoned veterans with
well-maintained tools and equipment
will perform the agreed-upon services
to your satisfaction.

Quality

Our recommendations are based

on observations and a consultative
approach that identifies your needs
and expectations, tempered with our
concern to maintain and improve the
health, appearance and safety of your
landscape. Custom pruning achieves
the landscape appearance you desire
while being performed to the specifica-
tions of proper arboricultural practices.
Plant Health Care services include

a thorough inspection before any

McFarland’s Value Proposition

treatment so that we apply materials
only when and where they are needed.
Landscape projects are meticulously
executed and guaranteed. We also
offer Blue Stone installations.

Distinctive

McFarland Blue trucks, uniformed
personnel, attention to detail and
thorough clean-up of your property
help differentiate McFarland. Our
management of your landscape can
be total or selective, depending on
your needs and budget. If we cannot
immediately identify the cause of

a landscape problem, we will research
the issue until we have solid answers
to report to you. As a second-generation
business, we have been satisfying our
clients with a lifelong-relationship
approach to service.

Fix Your Bricks

Brick sidewalks in Society Hill and
downtown Philly are being renovated
to provide a smooth, safe walking
surface for pedestrians. We have
experience and have repaired many
sidewalks and patios in the city.
The upheaval caused by tree roots
can often be carefully corrected
without removing or Killing trees.
Call McFarland to inquire about
fixing your bricks.

215-844-TREE

CFARLAND

Tree, Landscape, Hardscape
& Construction Services

www.mcfarlandtree.com
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STEPPING BACK

IN TIME

Going Back for What's Forgotten

wrote an article for this column

in March 2017 inquiring why Levi
Ganges, a free Black man who died
in 1846, is buried in an unmarked
grave at the Weccacoe Playground,
just outside our neighborhood at
400 Catharine Street. Here’s an
important update to that story.

Remembering and Honoring

It turns out that Ganges was buried

at what was originally called the Bethel
Burying Ground. The realization of

the existence of this cemetery started

a multi-year community engagement
process resulting in artist Karyn Olivier
recently being selected to memorialize
and honor the five to eight thousand
African Americans buried in the
one-quarter-acre plot.

The Right Reverend Bishop Richard
Allen purchased the Catharine Street
site in April 1810, because Mother
Bethel AME Church had by then used
all its available burial space. The location
was important as it was within walking
distance of the church but just outside
Philadelphia’s boundary at the time.
This small fact insured its congregation
the right to a dignified burial in
consecrated ground, something

they were denied in Philadelphia
proper because of their race.

Mother Bethel sold the property

to the city in 1889 to be used as a
community park. It spent the proceeds
to build the present church on the
same site at 419 S. 6th Street. Time
then gradually erased all evidence
that thousands of souls lay at rest

on this tiny plot in a densely packed
neighborhood.

The burying ground began its journey
back into public consciousness thanks

to the research of local historian Terry
Buckalew in 2010. An archaeological
investigation was conducted on behalf
of the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society
in 2013. As a result, this 19th-century
African American cemetery was named
to the National Register of Historic
Places in February 2016.

BY SANDRA ROTHMAN

Bethel Burying Ground Memorial

Karyn Olivier, currently an associate
professor of sculpture at Tyler School
of Art and Architecture at Temple
University, is a Philadelphia-based artist
who creates sculptures, installations
and public art. Alan Greenberger, Chair
of the City’s Art Commission, calls her
memorial design, entitled Her Luxuriant
Soil, “deep, beautiful and complex.”

The artist envisions an ornate,
19th-century-style cemetery gate on the
Queen Street side of the site. Sculptures
of sankofa birds will sit on top of two
brick pillars. Sankofa is a word in the
Akan and Fante languages of Ghana,
meaning “to retrieve,” or “go back

and get” one’s history to understand
the past and prepare

for the future. Thus,

the memorial not

only honors the

African Americans

buried there but

their roots in Africa.

The artist’s rendering shows decorative
planters placed throughout the memorial.
These represent cradle graves consisting
of a gravestone, a footstone and two low
stone walls connecting them, creating a
rectangle designed to hold plantings to
memorialize the person buried below.
This element offers the opportunity for
community engagement and ceremony,
allowing residents and visitors to plant

A walking tour
through local
history

and maintain the decorative vessels, the
tradition with 19th-century cradle graves.

Perhaps the most evocative and magical
elements of the memorial are the white
granite and concrete pavers that will
cover the surface of the cemetery and
will be engraved, based on Buckelew’s
research, with inscriptions telling the
stories of those buried there. Some of
the pavers will be treated with a special
coating that allows the inscriptions to
become visible only in the rain or when
a child at play pours water onto them.
Others will remain blank to represent
the many still not identified.

The $1.15 million project, which includes
removing the existing recreation building
and replacement of the tennis courts, is
expected to break ground this summer
and be completed by summer 2022.

Levi Ganges

Karyn Olivier shares that part of her
inspiration in designing this memorial
was to highlight the beauty in the African
American lives buried there despite

the hardship and oppression they

may have experienced.

I learned the truth of this sentiment
when doing the research on Levi Ganges,
the gentleman buried near the swings.
Here was a man who was lost to his
family and friends when abducted from
Africa but went on to have a long life as
a free Black man in Philadelphia. He was
then lost again to memory for almost 175
years. His name now reappears, hopefully
for a good long while. I look forward to
eventually paying my respects to this
man who led an extraordinary yet quite
ordinary life. I invite readers to learn
more at https://societyhillcivic.org/wp-
content/themes/societyhill/newslet-
ter/2017/2%20Mar-Apr.pdf.

Sandra Rothman

is the Reporter’s

editor in chief and

a retired educator

for the School District of Philadelphia.
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Chairman's Circle Diamond Award
Top "2 of 1% of BHHS Network Nationwide

Accredited Luxury Home Specialist

| am a professional,
full-time real estate agent
as well as your neighbor.

B PamelaD. Laws

ABR, ALHS, SRES, ASP

Like many of my clients,
Society Hill is my home.

| specialize in Center City
because I love Philadelphia.
Let me market and sell your
home for the top price in the
minimum amount of time!

HATHAWAY | REALTORS'

HomeServices

215.783.7117 pam.laws@foxroach.com
WWW.PHILADELPHIAPROPERTIES.NET

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC ==
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KEEPING POSTED

BY AL CAVALARI

Dock Street in a Simpler Time

What can this historic artifact tell us
about the 1908 world of these busy
Philadelphians? Go to Dock Street today,
and the only familiar thing in this postcard
is the street’s distinctive curve. Doesn’t
this image instantly grab our attention
and pull us in with its bustling activity?
Notice this is still a horse-drawn world.
Ford Motor Company had been making
cars for five years. They were built by
two or three men working on one car
from start to finish. Yearly sales ranged
from a few hundred to a few thousand
units. Cars had been around since the
1880s but were expensive and unreliable.
Here we are in a major American city,
and you won't find a single motorized
vehicle on this street.

The year this card was published,
something changed. Henry Ford
introduced his mass-produced Model T
that went on to sell millions over the
next 20 years, changing America forever.
The simpler world of these Philadelphi-
ans was also about to change in another
way. This pleasant slow-paced scene
could be right out of the 18th century.
These unsuspecting people, however,
had no way of knowing that they would
soon be drawn into World War I, which
would see fighter planes and tanks.

The name “Dock Creek,” Coocaconoon
to the Lenni-Lenape, derives from its
mouth on the Delaware that was a good
place to tie up and load ships. It ran the
course of the short street bearing its
name behind the Merchants Exchange
building and behind Carpenter’s Hall
where the gully that contained it is

still visible.

There it split. One branch came from

a pond at the Hopkinson House on
Washington Square South. Following
the other branch north, you'd cut
through what became Christ Church
Burial Ground; turn south to cut through
our Independence Visitor Center at

6th & Market, running up Market Street
to the Declaration House and beyond.

The American Philosophical Society has
identified nine tanneries along the creek

This postcard picturing Dock Street Market was published in 1908.

which were using it as an open sewer
for their industrial waste. Ben Franklin
was an early environmental activist

in that he published an article in his
Gazette supporting efforts to pressure
the government into removing the
tanneries. Eventually work was begun
to cover over Dock Creek, and it was
completed by the 1820s. The creek
still runs underground.

This scene depicts the Dock Street
Market, Philadelphia’s main wholesale
produce market from the 1870s until
1959. Busiest between midnight and

8 a.m., it had become a nuisance with
its congestion, noise, unsanitary condi-
tions and vermin infestation. The USDA
had published a study calling for moving
the market to South Philadelphia. When
the Philadelphia City Planning Commis-
sion and the Redevelopment Authority
targeted Society Hill for renewal and
planning, Director Edmund Bacon
convinced the city to invest $17 million
in the land and infrastructure needed

to move the market.

Detroit Publishing Company, which
produced this card, used a printing
process imported from Germany that
was technologically far in advance of
other methods being used. The result

is an exquisite richness of color,

warmth of tone, a sharpness of detail
and even a feeling of depth that is
instantly recognizable. At its height,
Detroit printed millions of cards per year
depicting life in all its facets throughout
the entire world. Their body of work is
an irreplaceable view back through time
to the early decades of the 20th century.
These cards are still plentiful, can be
inexpensive and, as such, make a
rewarding category to collect, especially
for the beginner. Some intrepid collectors
endeavor to collect them all.

Cosmetics giant, billionaire and philan-
thropist Leonard Lauder, a postcard col-
lector since childhood, donated 14,500
Detroits to the New York Public Library
in 1986. You can scroll through some of
them in their digital collection, https://
digitalcollections.nypl.org/collections/
detroit-publishing-company-postcards.

Al Cavalari

is a certified member

of the Association of

Philadelphia Tour

Guides. For a day job, he operates the
Flag Guys®, a flag business in upstate
New York. Write to Al at flagguys@aol.com.
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‘FIX THE BRIX’
BY MARTHA LEVINE

A Worthwhile Subsidy Program

HCA is proud to offer the “Fix the Brix” Steps to take
subsidy program to all Society Hill residents. e Take a photo of your problem sidewalk area
If you have an uneven sidewalk that may cause and email it to me at marthalev6@gmail.com.

injury due to a trip and fall, we can help you. « Hire a mason to do the work. Get a few

So far over 250 households have taken part in estimates. We have a suggested list if needed.
this program to make their sidewalks safer, but
we still have a long way to go. For consistency,
all sidewalks should be level. This is such a

e After the work is done, make sure it is to your
satisfaction before paying the bill.

walkable neighborhood and most of us walk * Mail the original paid invoice to us but make
miles here each week. Let’s make walking a copy for yourself. If possible, mail a copy
a pleasure, not an obstacle. of your cancelled check. Mail to:
i SHCA
The Details PO. Box 63503

SHCA offers a subsidy of Philadelphia, PA 19147
40 percent of the invoice up
to $400 for current members,
40 percent up to $300 for non- Thank you to all who have repaired their
members. It pays to be a member! sidewalks. It is your gift to the neighborhood!

e Receive a check within a few weeks.

Get reimbursed for Rick the Brick

fixing these unsightly
tripping hazards.

Hi Tech. Hi Touch.

A Winning Combination—in Person and on the Web!

Please Note —

I have Qualified Buyers looking for All Units Sizes. If anyone
is interested in selling, please call or e-mail your Neighbor!

Buying? Selling?
Please call or email your neighbor, Rosemary Fluehr.

Know someone who’s Buying or Selling?
Let me know. Referrals are the strength of my business.

Rosemary Fluehr

Associate Broker, GRI

215-514-9884 - Cell rosemary.fluehr@foxroach.com

215-440-8195 - Direct WWW-.rosemaryfluehr.com BERKSHIRE | Fox & Roach,

530 Walnut Street, Suite 260 HATHAWAY | REALTORS'
21 5-627‘6005 - Office Phlladelphla, PA 19106 HomeServices
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DEAD TREE REMOVAL AND PRUNING SUBSIDIES

BY MARY STURDIVANT

This Tree Is Really Dead
A Nod to Monty Python

Even though the tree pictured here
is very dead, Society Hill neighbors
can rest easy.

That’s because SHCA offers property
owners 50 percent of the cost of removing
and replanting a tree, up to $500 for SHCA
members and up to $400 for non-members!

To qualify for reimbursement, the property
owner must show proof of the tree and stump
removal, the cost of the removal and the
planting of a replacement tree. SHCA will also
reimburse a property owner up to 50 percent
of the cost to hire professional services to
prune their street tree, up to $300 for SHCA
members and $200 for non-members,

no more often than every two years.

Photo by Joanna Ward

Remember property owners are liable for
any damages caused by falling limbs. Submit
paperwork to Matt DeJulio mattdejulio@aol.com.

This tree is DEAD!

It has gone to the Great Woodchipper in the Sky.
It has passed ...

moved on ...

met its Maker.

It has gone to a better place.

It’s lost all its leaves and its will to leaf again.
It’s departed for a mulch better life.

Its expiration date has passed.

Itis Over

Gone

Done

Finished

Kaput.

It is NOT resting or hibernating or sleeping.
It is not pushing daisies. This tree is DEAD.
D...E...A...D.

Making Life Easier®

PHILADELPHIA'S PREMIER

IN-HOME PERSONAL CARE AGENCY

At Home Helpers, our caregivers undergo a
detailed background check prior to employment.
As a licensed homecare agency, employees
are fully insured and bonded eliminating your
financial risk liability. We offer ongoing training in
fall prevention and dementia care. Our services
include:
¢ Dementia care
* Fall prevention care .
* Personal hygiene
* Light housekeeping
* Medicationreminders

Meal Preparation
Companionship
Direct Link Personal
Response System
And much more...

Call Me for a No-Cost Assessment

Andrea Hawley at (267) 402-7271
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DOING GOOD IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
BY MARTHA LEVINE

Membership Dues Working for You

hanks to your membership dues, SHCA has Two Important Services

accomplished so much in our last fiscal year, weekly Sidewalk Sweeping. Why are
June 1, 2020 to June 1, 2021. our sidewalks so clean? It’s not a fluke. Every
Below is a review of some of the services, Friday on trash collection day, SHCA pays to
subsidies and projects provided by SHCA. This have the Center City District crew come into

our neighborhood to sweep debris like discarded
food containers, cigarette butts, paper, etc. from
our sidewalks. In addition, we added Mondays

year, we have spent approximately 70 percent
of our membership dues on the following:

Massive Leaf Cleanup during warmer weather months, May 1 to

In January 2021, SHCA paid for a massive leaf November 1, to clean up after crowds walking
cleanup of all Society Hill sidewalks and gutters. through our neighborhood. Some folks just
When we could not get city trucks to help clean don’t see the trash cans or refuse to use them.
our streets last fall, we canceled the Fall Clean « Graffiti Removal. How does Society Hill stay
Up Day. As a result, we had an unbelievable graffiti free? We do get graffiti, but we clean it
number of leaves strewn all over our sidewalks up quickly. Thanks to membership dues, we
and gutters. It was unsightly and unsafe. We hired Graffiti Removal Experts to do a weekly
hired Todd Kelley and crew of Graffiti Removal sweep of our neighborhood to remove graffiti
Experts to remove and bag the leaves. They left by others. We are one of the most graffiti-

filled 600 bags of leaves and left them at corners free neighborhoods in the city!

for the Sanitation Department to pick up. Franklin Lights Cleaning

Your membership dues

Two Generous Subsidies A brighter neighborhood is a safer one. pay for sidewalk sweep-
* “Fix the Brix” provides a subsidy to help When our Franklin Lights started looking ing and graffiti removal,
with sidewalk repairs. If you repair your dirty, blocking out some of the light, it was among other services.
sidewalk, you can get a subsidy of 40 percent time to have them cleaned. Over time, they had
of the invoice up to $400 for members, $300 collected dirt, insects and leaves inside the light

for non-members. See page 8. Many sidewalks fixtures. This past May, we hired our trusted
are tripping hazards and homeowners have Graffiti Removal Experts’ crew to thoroughly
a legal obligation to care for their sidewalks clean nearly 500 Franklin Lights inside
and keep them safe. and out. (See full article in the July/August

« Tree Tenders provides a subsidy for several 2021 Reporter.) See them sparkle now!
options for tree care: dead tree removal, tree Do you have ideas for projects for SHCA
pruning and planting new trees. Trees need that will benefit the neighborhood?
continual care and their care is the homeowner’s Let us know. Contact me at
responsibility. Read more about Tree Tenders marthalev6@gmail.com.

on pages 9 and 19.

Martha Levine is a vice president of SHCA.
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Serving the
cultural and

nonprofit
community for 30 years.

Find our designs online.

www.Parallel-Design.com
215-476-4040

Logos
Annual Reports
Banners Newsletters
Books The Award-Winning

Brochures  Society Hill

wiatens ooz

PAGE 77

Philadelphia Gardens, Inc.

URBAN GARDEN DESIGN + INSTALLATION
+ CONTAINER GARDENS by Toni Ann Flanigan
215.951.9193 // www.philadelphiagardens.com
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POTTING SHED CABINET REPORT

BY PENNY PLEASANCE

It’s All About the Birds and the Bees

f you have been a more frequent

visitor to Washington Square during
these trying pandemic times, you may
have noticed some changes in the 15
planting beds that run along the interior
walls of the park. There are far fewer
annuals like begonias and impatiens
than in years past and more native
perennials and shrubs, many of which
you may not yet be familiar with. In fact,
the group of volunteers who make up
the Washington Square Committee,
under the leadership of Sherley Young
and Fred Manfred, planted a whopping
3,700 native perennials and shrubs
during May and June of this year. While
the pandemic may have slowed us down,
it didn’t stop us entirely, as this year’s
planting was added to roughly 2,000
native perennials and shrubs that were
planted in the spring and fall of 2020.

The Benefits of Native Plants

Why the transition to native plants?
Besides being directed to plant native
species by Independence National
Historical Park, which oversees the
management of Washington Square,
there are several benefits.

First, and foremost, native plants restore
a healthy ecosystem by providing food
sources for beneficial insects and birds.
Who doesn’t enjoy more birds, bees and
butterflies? It turns out that most insects
are herbivores that feed only on certain
types of plants based on leaf chemistry.
Most non-native plants simply don’t have
the right leaf chemistry for indigenous
insects. With the insects come the birds.

Another benefit of native plants is that
once they are well-established, they are
much more drought-tolerant than non-
native plants, especially annuals. Think
about it: have you ever seen anyone going
into the woods or along roadsides or
open fields to water the plants? As climate
change puts more pressure on water
needs, native plants are one way to ease
water requirements in our city parks.

Finally, , native plants are beautiful.
The colors, variety and seasons of
interest are mind boggling. There

are almost too many to choose from,
and each serves a practical ecological
function in the landscape to keep those
bugs and birds well fed. Fortunately
for us, Washington Square offers

myriad opportunities, as well as
challenges, to incorporate native
species in our planting beds.

A Shift in Expectations

All that said, transitioning to a native
plant garden requires a shift in visitors’
expectations. Most of us have been
trained to expect nonstop color, thanks
to the continuous blooms of annuals like
petunias, begonias and impatiens. Annuals
put all their energy into providing non-
stop blooms, so that by the time the first
frost hits, they have no reserves left to
carry them over the winter. Native plants,
on the other hand, want to live a long
life, and therefore have shorter bloom
periods, generally three to four weeks,
but in some cases up to eight or 10
weeks depending on the species.

Their blooms not only provide nectar
for pollinators but also produce seeds
that ensure the species’ survival.

What visitors will begin to appreciate
is that there will be a great variety of
different blooms and different seasons
of blooms in the planting beds, but not
all at once. In the spring, the shadier

Photos by Fred Manfred
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beds, or shadier parts of beds, will
feature woodland flowers like Virginia
bluebells (Mertensia virginica), foam
flowers (Tiarella cordifolia) and creeping
phlox (Phlox stolonifera). In mid-summer
the sunnier beds will shine with wild-
flowers typically seen in meadows and
open fields like coneflower (Echinacea
purpurea), black-eyed Susans (Rudbeckia
fulgida) and butterfly weed (Asclepias
tuberosa). When fall rolls around, the
many varieties of both sun-loving and
woodland asters and goldenrod will

be on display along with the fall foliage

of many native trees and shrubs
in various shades of gold and red.

All of which is to say, we hope visitors
will begin to appreciate what the natural
world has to offer, knowing that what
we are planting is not only beautiful to
look at but beneficial to our ecosystem.
When you see one of us out pulling
weeds, pruning or planting, come up
and talk with us. We’d love to tell you
more about our plants. Who knows,
you may be inspired to plant some

in your own garden.

Penny Pleasance is one of our Potting
Shed Cabinet’s leaders and a plant specialist.
She has written an informative piece provid-
ing context to the benefits of migrating our
planting beds to native plantings. She served
for many years as a volunteer at Mt. Cuba
Center, a native plant garden in Hockessin,
Delaware, where she worked alongside the
horticulturalist responsible for the meadow
garden and woodland edges. She has taken
horticulture classes at both Mt. Cuba and
Longwood Gardens. At her former home in
Centreville, Delaware, Penny was inspired

to create her own meadow garden featuring
both warm season grasses and many
species of wildflowers.
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NIFTY NEIGHBORS IN MY OWN BACKYARD

BY SANDRA ROTHMAN

He Got Out of Dodge

ann Miller, an artist, author and Temple
niversity professor emeritus of political
science, is a guy who has gotten out of
Dodge more than once.

Born in Dodge City, Kansas, four years before
America entered World War II, Lynn spent his
formative years being shaped by midwestern
conservative values. It wasn’t until his senior
year at the University of Kansas, in 1959, that
he first got far out of Dodge upon receiving

a year-long Rotary Fellowship to what is now
the Graduate Institute of International and
Development Studies in Geneva, Switzerland,
where he planned to pursue a Foreign-Service
career as a U.S. diplomat.

Ten years later, Lynn made his final break with
Dodge City when he arrived in Philadelphia to
teach political science at Temple University. The
preceding decade had racked up, among other
things, a PhD from Princeton University, a flirta-
tion with joining the CIA, a gradual conversion
to progressivism and a career pivot to academia.

Lynn spent more than 30 years at Temple, where
he thrived in the classroom and as a sometime
administrator. He retired in 2000 to further
explore the three defining passions in his life

in addition to the study of politics: music, art

and the English language.

Readers can tap into his passion for political studies
at https://www.lynn-miller.net for thoughtful
monthly essays voicing Lynn’s opinion on various
political issues of the day. Some recent titles

Maybe a Tarantella, 2021

include “A Tale of Two Nations,” “Our Weird
Game of Naming Races” and “Is the Death of
a Capitol Panel a Death Knell for the Republic?”

Music was a near constant presence in his home
as a child. In fact, it was LPs of the Philadelphia
Orchestra under Eugene Ormandy that first
connected the boy to his future home. He was
thrilled to see the orchestra perform when it
visited Kansas City in 1959, then again at the
Academy of Music in 1969 and every year since.

Lynn’s love of art began at age 10, devouring
the Book-of-the-Month Club’s series of fine art
reproductions from museums throughout the
world. He produced his own art early on with
some success, but put these efforts almost
entirely aside to attend to the more “serious”
matter of succeeding in his career.

He says in his recently released memoir Postcards
Sfrom Delphi, “The work of my subconscious mind

plays out upon the only memory field it knows, that
created by my own experience and amplified by my
imagination.” He works now in abstract expression-
ism, which is like creating fiction, permitting him

to be both less restrictive and more spontaneous.

It also, much to his fascination, allows him to paint
what he feels about a particular piece of music.

Of all the arts, writing became central in his
career. His non-fiction books include Organizing
Mankind and Global Order: Values and Power

in International Politics. Lynn has co-authored
several books, including Global Challenge, City
in a Park and Salut! France Meets Philadelphia:

A Marvelous Day, 2021
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The French Presence in Philadelphia’s History, Culture,
and Art. An excerpt from the last, “When Acadians
Were Cast Aside in Philadelphia,” was featured

in the July/August 2021 Reporter. Lynn has also
frequently tried his hand at fiction. In 2010 he
wrote the novel Crossing the Line and has written
several plays, as well. One, The Eye of a Bird,

was produced in both Philadelphia and New York.

For the past 37 years, this man from Kansas has
looked out the window that overlooks Washington
Square with a glimpse of Independence Hall in
the distance. Lynn Miller realized many years ago
that Philadelphia had now become his hometown.

Fantasie Impromptu, 2020-21

November 11 Lecture & Book Signing

Last spring, the Athenaeum of Philadelphia
conferred their Art and Architecture Literary
Award on Salut! France Meets Philadelphia.

On November 11, Lynn and his co-author,
Therese Dolan, will present excerpts from the
book in an illustrated lecture and book-signing

at the Athenaeum. The event is co-sponsored

by the Alliance Francaise de Philadelphie.

Contact Lynn at lynnm3@comcast.net.

Late Spring Riot, 2019

Maharajah, 2014

Down the Rabbit Hole, 2015

Ariel and Calaban, 2008
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WELCOME GIFT BAGS

BY MARTHA LEVINE

Welcoming New Neighbors, Helping Local Businesses

HCA not only welcomes new first-

time homeowners to the neighborhood
with a gift but also helps support our
local businesses. Neighborhood support
of our businesses may have helped
many of them survive the pandemic.

SHCA suspended its Welcome Baskets
program during 2020 due to COVID-19.
In February 2021, we reinvented the
program, naming it “Welcome Gift Bags.”
The bags are presented in a safe,
minimal-contact way. To date,

we have presented more than

70 welcome gift bags.

Have you recently purchased a home

or condo in our neighborhood as of 2020
or 2021? If so, contact us if you would like
to receive a Welcome Gift Bag filled with
a bottle of wine, a bag of coffee, important
neighborhood information and gift cards
to area restaurants, retail, services and
museums. The gift bag is presented by
appointment with minimal contact and
outdoors. Call me at 215-629-0727

or email marthalev6@gmail.com.

Please help us say thank you to the
current donors to the Welcome Gift
Bag program who are listed below, and
support them through your patronage.

We are
incredibly
excited to

be moving

to Society Hill.
The neighbor-
hood has so
much to offer
— beaut